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Data Protection Act 2018
(Ireland)
Ireland's Data Protection Act 2018 sets national rules to

enforce GDPR, protect individuals' privacy, and govern

personal data processing.

What it is

The Ireland Data Protection Act 2018 is a national data protection regulation that enables organizations to comply with

the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and strengthens privacy rights for individuals in Ireland. It sets out

specific requirements, obligations, and exemptions for processing personal data, aiming to protect data subjects and

ensure lawful, fair, and transparent handling of personal information.

Enacted and enforced by the Irish government and the Data Protection Commission (DPC), the Act is used by

organizations operating in Ireland across all sectors—including public bodies and private enterprises—that process

personal data. It covers key areas such as data processing, consent, children's data, data subject rights, breach

notification, and the roles of data controllers and processors, ensuring alignment with GDPR’s cybersecurity and

compliance requirements.
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Why it matters

Strengthen data protection practices Establishes clear requirements for lawful, fair, and secure processing of personal

information across all sectors.

Enhance regulatory alignment Ensures organizational practices are consistent with both national and EU data protection

standards, reducing risk of non-compliance.

Promote operational resilience Supports development of incident response policies and breach notification processes to

limit impact of security incidents.

Improve data subject rights management Empowers organizations to consistently fulfill individuals’ access, consent, and

erasure requests, reducing reputational and legal risks.
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How SmartSuite supports DPA 2018 (Ireland)

Personal Data Inventory and

Mapping

Track personal data assets, systems, and

data flows across the organization.

Records of Processing and Legal

Basis Tracking

Maintain documentation of processing

activities and legal bases for processing

personal data.

Data Subject Rights Workflows

Automate access, correction, and

deletion requests with deadlines and

audit trails.

Privacy Risk and Impact
Assessments

Track privacy impact assessments,

approvals, mitigation tasks, and

compliance evidence.

Vendor and Processor Governance

Monitor vendors and processors that

handle personal data on behalf of the

organization.

Privacy Compliance Reporting and
Audit Readiness

Provide dashboards and reports showing

privacy program coverage and regulatory

readiness.

Common framework mappings

Official resources

Ireland Data Protection Act 2018

Defines legal requirements for data protection and privacy, aligning
with GDPR in Ireland.

dataprotection.ie/en/dpc-guidance/law/data-protection-legislation

Data Protection Commission: Guidance and Resources

Provides official guidance and resources for compliance with Irish
data protection laws.

dataprotection.ie/en/dpc-guidance

Data Protection Act 2018: Key Provisions

Outlines key provisions and obligations under the Ireland Data

Protection Act 2018.

dataprotection.ie/en/dpc-guidance/law/data-protection-legislation

DPC - Data Processing Notifications

Describes procedures for data processing notifications and breach

reporting.

dataprotection.ie/en/organisations

Frequently asked questions

What is the Ireland Data Protection Act 2018 used for?

The Ireland Data Protection Act 2018 is used to govern the processing of personal data in Ireland, ensuring organizations comply with

GDPR while addressing national-specific requirements. It aims to protect individuals’ privacy rights by establishing rules on data

collection, use, retention, and security.

Is compliance with the Ireland Data Protection Act 2018 mandatory?

Yes, all organizations operating in Ireland that process personal data are legally required to comply with the Ireland Data Protection Act

2018 alongside GDPR. This includes both public and private sector entities, regardless of their size or industry.

What organizations are in scope of the Ireland Data Protection Act 2018?

Any organization, including public authorities, private companies, and non-profits, that processes personal data of individuals located

in Ireland falls within the scope of the Act. The requirements apply to data controllers and processors established in Ireland or

handling the personal data of Irish residents.

What are the key concepts and documents required by the Act?

Key concepts under the Act include lawful processing, data subject rights, and breach notification obligations. Essential artifacts

include privacy notices, records of processing activities, data protection impact assessments (DPIAs), and documented security

controls.
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How should organizations implement the Ireland Data Protection Act 2018?

Organizations should implement the Act by mapping personal data flows, drafting or updating privacy policies, establishing consent

mechanisms, and developing incident response protocols. Regular staff training and periodic risk assessments are also essential for

effective compliance.

How does the Ireland Data Protection Act 2018 relate to the GDPR?

The Act supplements and operationalizes GDPR in the Irish context, providing additional requirements and clarifications, such as rules

for children’s data and exemptions for certain processing activities. Compliance with the Act ensures alignment with both Irish law and

broader EU data protection regulations.

What are the ongoing compliance requirements under the Ireland Data Protection Act 2018?

Organizations must maintain up-to-date records of processing, monitor and address privacy risks, respond to data subject rights

requests, and notify the Data Protection Commission (DPC) of qualifying data breaches. Continuous compliance requires regular

reviews, employee awareness programs, and adapting to regulatory updates.

How would SmartSuite support the Ireland Data Protection Act 2018?

SmartSuite helps organizations manage compliance with the Ireland Data Protection Act 2018 by enabling risk tracking for data

protection threats, centralizing control management and policy governance, and facilitating evidence collection for regulatory reviews.

Its dashboards and reporting tools support audit readiness, while workflows streamline remediation and continuous compliance

monitoring.

License included / downloadable: Yes Ireland's Data Protection Act is publicly available through official Irish government legal resources.

Full framework page and mappings: smartsuite.com/frameworks/data-protection-act-2018-ireland
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