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Italian Data Protection
Code (Legislative
Decree 196/2003 —
amended by Legislative
Decree 101/2018)
Italy's Data Protection Code sets rules for collecting,

processing, storing, and transferring personal data to

protect individuals' privacy.
What it is

Italy’s Data Protection Code—Legislative Decree 196/2003 is a comprehensive data protection law that helps

organizations safeguard personal data and ensure privacy compliance in line with national and European requirements.

The Code establishes rules for the collection, processing, storage, and transfer of personal information, aiming to

protect individuals’ rights and freedoms in the digital era.

Published by the Italian government, the regulation applies to public and private organizations operating within Italy that

handle personal data. It covers key areas such as data protection governance, privacy risk management, transparency

obligations, data security measures, and individuals’ rights, and is implemented in coordination with the EU General Data

Protection Regulation (GDPR).

At a glance

PUBLISHER

Garante per la protezione dei dati
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TYPE

Regulation
VERSION

Legislative Decree 196/2003 (as

amended)

EFFECTIVE

January 1, 2004
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Privacy
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Global Privacy Regulations

REGION

Italy
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Regulatory Compliance
IMPLEMENTATION COMPLEXITY

High

Source: https://www.garanteprivacy.it

Why it matters

Strengthen data protection practices Implement comprehensive data management controls that reduce risks of

unauthorized access, misuse, or loss of personal information.

Enhance regulatory compliance Align privacy and security operations with national and EU data protection laws, reducing

the risk of legal penalties and sanctions.

Improve transparency and accountability Increase oversight with clear documentation, enabling organizations to

demonstrate compliance to regulators, partners, and data subjects.

Promote operational resilience Mitigate disruption risks by requiring proactive assessment and management of security

and privacy vulnerabilities across organizational processes.
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How SmartSuite supports D.Lgs. 196/2003

Personal Data Inventory and

Mapping

Track personal data assets, systems, and

data flows across the organization.

Records of Processing and Legal

Basis Tracking

Maintain documentation of processing

activities and legal bases for processing

personal data.

Data Subject Rights Workflows

Automate access, correction, and

deletion requests with deadlines and

audit trails.

Privacy Risk and Impact
Assessments

Track privacy impact assessments,

approvals, mitigation tasks, and

compliance evidence.

Vendor and Processor Oversight

Monitor vendors and processors that

handle personal data on behalf of the

organization.

Privacy Compliance Reporting and
Audit Readiness

Provide dashboards and reports showing

privacy program coverage and regulatory

readiness.

Common framework mappings

GDPR ISO 27001:2022 ISO 27701 ISO 29100 NIST Privacy Framework v1.0 OECD Privacy Guidelines

Official resources

Italy Data Protection Code - Legislative Decree 196/2003

Defines the comprehensive framework for data protection and

privacy in Italy.

garanteprivacy.it/web/guest/home/docweb/-/docweb-

display/docweb/1311248

Guide on the Application of the Italy Data Protection Code

Provides guidance on implementing the principles of the Data

Protection Code effectively.

garanteprivacy.it/web/guest/home/docweb/-/docweb-

display/docweb/9104301

FAQs on Italy's Data Protection Law

Outlines common questions and detailed answers regarding the

Data Protection Code's application.

garanteprivacy.it/web/guest/home/docweb/-/docweb-

display/docweb/45248

Rights of the Data Subject under the Italy Data Protection

Code

Describes the rights granted to individuals regarding their personal
data processing.

garanteprivacy.it/web/guest/home/docweb/-/docweb-
display/docweb/1311248

Frequently asked questions

What is the Italy Data Protection Code used for?

The Italy Data Protection Code (Legislative Decree 196/2003) is designed to protect individuals’ personal data by setting out rules for

the collection, processing, storage, and sharing of such information. It ensures privacy rights are respected and aligns national

practices with European standards, particularly the GDPR.

Is the Italy Data Protection Code mandatory for organizations?

Yes, the Code is a legal requirement for all public and private organizations that process personal data within Italy. Compliance is

enforced by the Italian Data Protection Authority (Garante), and violations can result in significant administrative penalties.

Who does the Italy Data Protection Code apply to?

The Code applies to data controllers and processors operating in Italy or handling the personal data of individuals located in Italy. This

includes businesses, government bodies, and not-for-profit organizations, irrespective of sector or size.

What key concepts and artifacts are required by the Italy Data Protection Code?

Key requirements include maintaining a record of processing activities, implementing data protection impact assessments (DPIAs) for

high-risk processing, and establishing appropriate technical and organizational security measures. The Code also mandates clear
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How should organizations implement the Italy Data Protection Code?

Implementation involves adopting privacy policies, documenting data flows, conducting risk assessments, and training staff on data

protection obligations. Organizations should appoint a Data Protection Officer (DPO) where required, and regularly review and update

security controls and governance processes.

How does the Italy Data Protection Code interact with the EU GDPR?

The Code complements and adapts the GDPR’s requirements for the Italian context, ensuring consistency across the EU while

addressing specific national considerations. Organizations subject to the GDPR must fulfill both sets of obligations when operating in

or targeting individuals in Italy.

What are the ongoing compliance requirements under the Italy Data Protection Code?

Ongoing requirements include continuous monitoring of data processing activities, conducting periodic compliance audits, reporting

data breaches to the Garante and affected individuals, and maintaining up-to-date documentation and staff awareness.

How would SmartSuite support the Italy Data Protection Code (Legislative Decree 196/2003)?

SmartSuite provides structured tools for risk tracking, control management, and maintaining a comprehensive inventory of processing

activities. It enables automated evidence collection, supports audit readiness with compliance dashboards, and streamlines incident

response and breach notifications, ensuring robust governance and documentation for the Italy Data Protection Code.

License included / downloadable: Yes Italy's Data Protection Code is publicly available through official Italian government legal resources.

Full framework page and mappings: smartsuite.com/frameworks/italy-data-protection-code-legislative-decree-196-2003
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