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OECD Privacy Guidelines

(1980)

OECD Privacy Guidelines provide international
principles for protecting personal data and enabling
safe cross-border data flows.

What it is

OECD Privacy Guidelines — Guidelines on the Protection of Privacy and Transborder Flows of Personal Data is an
international privacy framework that establishes foundational principles for the protection of personal data and
facilitates cross-border data transfers. The framework aims to support organizations in managing data protection risks
while ensuring the free flow of information between countries.

Published by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the Guidelines are used by
governments, regulatory authorities, and organizations globally to inform privacy laws, develop internal data protection
policies, and guide compliance programs. The framework covers key areas such as data collection limitation, data
quality, security safeguards, purpose specification, transparency, and accountability.

At a glance
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Organisation for Economic Co- Guidance OECD Privacy Guidelines (2013
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1980 Privacy Other
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operation and Development

Source: https://www.oecd.org/en/about/legal.html

Why it matters

e Strengthen data protection practices Enable organizations to safeguard personal data with clear principles covering
collection, use, security, and accountability.

¢ Enhance regulatory alignment Support alignment with global privacy requirements, making it easier to demonstrate
compliance across multiple jurisdictions.

¢ Improve data handling transparency Promote clear communication with individuals regarding how their personal data is
collected, used, and shared.

¢ Facilitate cross-border data transfers Reduce barriers to international business operations by supporting appropriate data
flows between countries with different legal frameworks.
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How SmartSuite supports OECD Privacy Guidelines

Principles-to-Control Mapping Risk Management and Awareness and Training Programs
Translate OECD principles into Accountability Manage training cadence, completion
operational controls with clear ownership. Track risk assessments, decisions, and evidence, and communication workflows.

continuous improvement actions.

Incident Preparedness and Vendor and Partner Governance Governance Reporting
Response Track third-party safeguards, reviews, Provide leadership reporting that
Run incidents and exercises with and accountability evidence. demonstrates responsibility and
documented timelines and lessons oversight.

learned.

Common framework mappings

APEC PF GDPR ISO 27001:2022 ISO 27701 ISO 29100 NIST Privacy Framework v1.0

Official resources

OECD Privacy Guidelines OECD Guidelines Overview
Provides foundational principles for Describes the structure and scope of the OECD Privacy Guidelines.
personal data protection and cross- oecd.org/internet/ieconomy/guidelinesontheprotectionofprivacyandtransborderflowsofpersonaldata.htm

border data flows.

oecd.org/sti/ieconomy/privacy.htm

Frequently asked questions

What are the OECD Privacy Guidelines used for?

The OECD Privacy Guidelines are used to set foundational principles for the protection of personal data and to facilitate safe
transborder flows of this data. Organizations reference these guidelines when designing global privacy programs, drafting data
protection policies, and assessing compliance with international privacy standards.

Are the OECD Privacy Guidelines mandatory or certifiable?

The OECD Privacy Guidelines are not mandatory or certifiable. They serve as a non-binding, principles-based framework adopted by
governments and organizations to inform national legislation and internal privacy controls rather than providing a scheme for
certification.

Who do the OECD Privacy Guidelines apply to?

The Guidelines apply broadly to any organization or government entity that collects, processes, or transfers personal data across
borders. They are relevant for compliance teams, data protection officers, and regulatory authorities involved in managing data
privacy risks internationally.

What are the key principles of the OECD Privacy Guidelines?

Core principles include collection limitation, data quality, purpose specification, use limitation, security safeguards, openness,
individual participation, and accountability. These principles guide the operationalization of data governance and help organizations
meet evolving privacy obligations.

How are the OECD Privacy Guidelines implemented in practice?

Implementation involves translating principles into specific privacy and security controls, such as clear data handling policies, risk
assessments, consent management, and cross-border data transfer agreements. Ongoing activities include conducting privacy impact
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How do the OECD Privacy Guidelines relate to other privacy frameworks?

The OECD Privacy Guidelines are a foundational reference for many global privacy regulations, such as the GDPR and APEC Privacy
Framework. They provide a flexible structure that organizations can align with more prescriptive or local compliance requirements.

What ongoing compliance activities are required under the OECD Privacy Guidelines?

Ongoing compliance requires regular risk assessments, periodic audits, incident response planning, maintaining evidence of controls,
and continuous monitoring of privacy practices. Organizations must also update policies and training to reflect changes in law and
technology.

How would SmartSuite support OECD Privacy Guidelines?

SmartSuite supports organizations by enabling risk tracking, mapping controls to OECD principles, managing evidence collection, and
maintaining a policy governance workspace. The platform facilitates audit readiness through dashboards and checklists, along with
reporting features that help demonstrate compliance and manage remediation workflows.

License included / downloadable: Yes The OECD Privacy Guidelines are publicly available through the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development.

Full framework page and mappings: smartsuite.com/frameworks/oecd-privacy-guidelines
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