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UK GDPR (Regulation
(EU) 2016/679)
UK GDPR is the United Kingdom regulation governing

processing, protection, and privacy rights of personal

data.

What it is

UK GDPR (United Kingdom General Data Protection Regulation) is a comprehensive data protection regulation that helps

organizations lawfully process and safeguard personal data of individuals located in the UK, supporting privacy rights

and fostering regulatory compliance.

The UK GDPR, published and enforced by the UK Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO), applies to any organization

processing personal data within the UK or offering goods and services to UK residents. Its requirements cover key areas

such as data protection governance, lawful processing, data subject rights, breach notification, and cross-border data

transfers.
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Why it matters

Strengthen data protection governance Establish comprehensive oversight processes to ensure personal data is managed

responsibly and in line with legal obligations.

Enhance regulatory alignment Facilitate compliance with statutory requirements and harmonize privacy practices with

international data protection standards.

Increase audit readiness Enable organizations to demonstrate effective data management controls and meet expectations

during regulatory examinations.

Protect individuals' privacy rights Safeguard the rights and freedoms of UK residents through transparent processing,

accountability, and responsible data handling.
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How SmartSuite supports UK GDPR

Records of Processing Activities

Document processing activities with

lawful basis, retention, and sharing

details.

DSAR Workflows and Deadlines

Track rights requests with deadlines,

responses, and complete audit trail.

DPIAs and Privacy Risk Management

Run DPIAs and track mitigations and

approvals for high-risk processing.

Vendor and Subprocessor Oversight

Manage contracts, safeguards, and

periodic reviews for vendors.

Breach Response Workflow

Capture breach timelines, decisions, and

improvement actions with evidence.

Request Metrics and Accountability

Reporting

Report request metrics, open gaps, and

accountability across teams.

Common framework mappings

CCPA/CPRA UK DPA 2018 GDPR ISO 27001:2022 ISO 27701 ISO 29100

NIST Privacy Framework v1.0

Official resources

UK GDPR Text

The comprehensive legal text of the UK General Data Protection
Regulation.

legislation.gov.uk/eur/2016/679/data.pdf

Information Commissioner's Office (ICO) Guidance

Provides official guidance on implementing UK GDPR requirements.

ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-data-protection/guide-to-the-

general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr

ICO Data Protection Impact Assessments

Outlines how to conduct data protection impact assessments under

UK GDPR.

ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-

resources/accountability-and-governance/data-protection-impact-

assessments-dpias

UK GDPR Accountability Framework

Describes the accountability requirements for organizations under

UK GDPR.

ico.org.uk/for-organisations/accountability-framework

Frequently asked questions

What is UK GDPR used for?

UK GDPR is designed to safeguard the personal data of individuals within the United Kingdom, ensuring organizations process data

lawfully, fairly, and transparently. It strengthens privacy rights and sets out requirements for managing personal data across its

lifecycle.

Is UK GDPR mandatory for organizations?

Yes, UK GDPR is a legal requirement for any organization processing personal data of individuals located in the UK, regardless of the

organization’s location. Non-compliance can result in significant regulatory penalties and enforcement actions by the UK Information

Commissioner’s Office (ICO).

Who does UK GDPR apply to?

UK GDPR applies to both data controllers and data processors that handle personal data within the UK or offer goods and services to

UK residents. Its reach includes organizations outside the UK if they monitor the behavior of individuals within the country.

What are the key concepts and required documents under UK GDPR?

Key concepts include data protection principles, lawful bases for processing, and accountability obligations. Essential artifacts include

privacy policies, records of processing activities (RoPA), Data Protection Impact Assessments (DPIAs), breach notification procedures,
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How should organizations implement UK GDPR controls?

Organizations should embed privacy by design, perform data mapping, conduct regular risk assessments, and maintain robust data

governance practices. Implementation should include staff training, appointment of a Data Protection Officer (where required), and

regular review of policies and procedures.

How does UK GDPR relate to other data protection frameworks?

UK GDPR is closely aligned with the EU GDPR and supports interoperability with other international standards such as ISO/IEC 27701.

Organizations subject to multiple jurisdictions can map UK GDPR requirements to existing governance structures and integrate with

broader privacy programs.

What are the ongoing compliance obligations under UK GDPR?

Ongoing obligations include maintaining up-to-date records of processing, regularly reviewing and updating privacy policies,

conducting DPIAs for high-risk activities, handling data subject access requests, and timely notification of personal data breaches to

the ICO and impacted individuals.

How would SmartSuite support UK GDPR?

SmartSuite helps organizations manage UK GDPR compliance by centralizing risk tracking, mapping controls to regulatory

requirements, and facilitating evidence collection through automated workflows. It streamlines audit readiness, supports breach

response tracking, and provides reporting dashboards to demonstrate ongoing data protection compliance.

License included / downloadable: Yes UK GDPR is incorporated into UK law and is publicly available through official UK government regulatory

publications.

Full framework page and mappings: smartsuite.com/frameworks/uk-gdpr-united-kingdom-general-data-protection-regulation
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