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Denied

By Pastor Dan

So | just received a phone call from one of
my medical providers. We received a denial
of coverage from our health insurance
because the doctor’s office didn’t get prior
authorization before running the test or
submitting the bill. So, we called the
doctor’s office..who said they don’t submit
for prior authorizations. That is done for
them by the company that actually runs the
tests. So, we’ll need to call this other
company, that I’ve never dealt with directly,
and have them submit for authorization.
Ughh. Here we go!

I’ve got to admit that so far we’ve been very
blessed with good health insurance and
have had very few problems. This is the first
“hiccup” we’ve encountered so far. If you
believe the news reports, dealing with
health insurance is a nightmare; and I'm
nervously waiting for the denial notices and
bills to start piling up.

What a contrast to the promises we have in
Scripture! Not once, but over and over again
the Scriptures declare that there is no denial
of service.

‘And it shall come to pass that everyone
who calls on the name of the LORD shall
be saved. Joel 2:32

‘For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16

‘Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever believes
has eternal life. John 6:47

‘And it shall come to pass that everyone
who calls upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved.” Acts 2:21

‘And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus,
and you will be saved, you and your
household.” Acts 16:31

‘If you confess with your mouth that Jesus
is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. Romans 10:9

‘For everyone who calls on the name of
the Lord will be saved. Romans 10:13

EVERYONE! WHOEVER! YOU! It doesn’t matter
who you are, where you are from, where you
are, what you’ve done, what your genealogy
is, ANYTHING! There is no denial of service, no

Continued on page 2
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Denied, continued from page 1

exclusions, and no exceptions. The Father’s
promise of salvation is for you! Period! And
the difference is that the Lord’s promise is
based solely upon His love for you, not the
profit He might gain from you. So, in this
season of Lent, | would encourage you to
look to the cross, see the sacrifice that
secures the Lord’s promise for you, and
believe! It is just that simple!

Later today I’'ll make a call to the provider
and ask that they request authorization
from our insurance company. The denial
notice says we have 180 days to secure the
authorization...so

there is hope that we won’t be stuck with
this bill. But whether it comes through or
not, the coverage that really matters is
already secured through Christ’s sacrifice.
That is with me always with no doubts or
exceptions whatsoever.

May you have a very blessed Lent.

Your Fellow Servant in Christ,

Pastor Dan
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Seasons of Uncertainty

Shared by Pastor Dan

This was recently sent to me by a fellow
pastor and friend. | don’t know the author;
but it spoke to me in my situation. It might
speak to you as well. ~Pastor Dan

A LITURGY FOR
Seasons of Uncertainty
In the midst of whatever follows, O Lord,
let me meet your mercies anew, and anew,
and anew.
In the midst of my dismay, fix my eyes again
and again upon Your eternal promises.
How this ends — that is up to You.
If the next news is favorable, | will
praise You for the ongoing gift of life.
If tomorrow’s tidings are worse,
still will I proclaim Your goodness,
my heart anchored ever more firmly
in the eternal joys You have set before me.
And when, whether days or decades from
now,

You finally bid me rise and follow You
across the last valley, | will rejoice in Your
faithfulness even there. Especially there -
praying Thy Will Be Done,

and trusting by faith that it will be done.
That it is being done. Even now. Even in
this disquiet.

I am utterly Yours, O Christ.

In the midst of this uncertainty,

| abandon myself again to You,

the author and the object of all my truest
hopes.
Amen

DO NOT BE ANXIOUS ABOUT ANYTHING,
BUT IN EVERYTHING BY PRAYER AND
SUPPLICATION WITH THANKSGIVING LET
YOUR REQUESTS BE MADE KNOWN TO
GOD. AND THE PEACE OF GOD, WHICH
SURPASSES ALL UNDERSTANDING, WILL
GUARD YOUR HEARTS AND YOUR MINDS
IN CHRIST JESUS. Philippians 4:6-7

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH * 790 GREYDENE AVE., CANON CITY, CO 81212 3
OFFICE PHONE: (719) 275-0111 * WEBSITE: STJOHNCANONCITY.ORG






MARCH, 2026 PARISH NEWS

The Thom Children Were Baptized on February 1, 2026

Madelynn Caiden

Landon Madelynn Caiden

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” - Matthew 28:19-20

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH * 790 GREYDENE AVE., CANON CITY, CO 81212 5
OFFICE PHONE: (719) 275-0111 * WEBSITE: STJTOHNCANONCITY.ORG



MARCH, 2026 PARISH NEWS

The Thom Children Were Baptized on February 1, 2026

“..and this water (the flood of Noah) symbolizes baptism that now saves you also - not the
removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ,..” -1 Peter 3:21
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The Thom Children Were Baptized on February 1, 2026

Ashley Thom expressed her
heartfelt love and praise for
God after the baptisms.

"Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life". - Romans 6:3-4
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Prayers and Pictures

IN OUR PRAYERS
Shut-Ins: Lucy Brown, Dale Kletke

Sick & Recovering: Debbie Ledbetter, Rod Willard, Robert Tangkawarow, Zoey
(Tangkawarow’s family member), Elaine Emery (Snyders’ friend), Cody Atkinson, Mary
Richardson, Pastor Dan Kletke, Don Kirkegaard (Bob’s brother), Toni Davidson

Prayer Chain: For prayer concerns please contact one of the following:
* Phone prayer chain: Mary Richardson, (719) 269-1426
* E-mail prayer chain: Sue Poehlein, cspoehlein@gmail.com

Military Service Members: Jake Langley.

Missionaries: JP & Aimee Cima - missionaries in Cambodia that St. John has adopted.

Pastor Dan discusses the blessing of
humbleness with children of St. John on

Sunday, February 1, 2026. An Ash Wednesday Hymn
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Snap Shots Around St. John

Pastor Dan preaching
on February 1, 2026

The Baptism Hymn on
February 1, 2026

36 people attended the Adult Class on Sunday, February 1, 2026
under the leadership of Head Elder, Brandon Booth.
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Snap Shots Around St. John

Come for Soup Suppers
on Wednesdays during
Lentat 6 p.m.

Fellowship after services is more than coffee and
juice, thanks to Fellowship Chair Connie Willyard.

March Men’s
Breakfasts are
scheduled for

Thursday, March 5%
and Thursday, March
19" at 7200 a.m.

33 hungry worshippers came to church at 6:00 p.m.
for soup supper on Ash Wednesday, 2026.
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St. John News and Notes

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE:
Sunday, February 1: 89

Sunday, February 8: 87

Sunday, February 15: 99

Ash Wednesday, February 18: 58
Sunday, February 22: 80

ELDERS AND COUNCIL CHAIRPERSONS:
Elders: Brandon Booth, Curtis Eulert, David
Lehmpuhl, Allan Tormohlen, George Yeatts.
President - Nathan Pegors

Vice President - Vacant

Education - Connie Willyard

Evangelism - Vacant

Missions - Dawn Atkinson

Secretary - Kerrie Leason

Treasurer - Nichole Harms

Trustee - Bob Kirkegaard

COUNCIL MEETING: Council members will
meet on March 8™ after Bible class at 11:30
a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

QUILTERS: The Royal Gorge Quilt Council
invites anyone who is interested in quilting
to join their meetings on second Saturdays
of the month at the Hive, 729 Main Street.
Socialization at 9:00 a.m., and the meeting
starts at 9:30. In May they will meet at St.
John Lutheran Church fellowship hall. If
interested or for more information call
Dawn Atkinson at (505) 377 - 4776.

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS:
St. John 2026 Board Chairpersons will be
installed on March 1°.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING, MARCH 1ST:
Adult members of St. John will meet at
10:00 a.m. to elect a member to serve as an
elector for the Synod Presidential Election
in June. This elector will vote online for all
the offices of the Synod. The meeting will
occur in the sanctuary immediately after
the March 1st service. We appreciate your
attendance and help in this matter.

HELLO, ST. JOHN FAMILY!

On Easter Sunday at 10 (near the end of
service), we invite EVERYONE who wants to,
to join our voices in the amazing Hallelujah
Chorus! We are also inviting any community
members who would like to join in to pop in
at 10, or to attend the service of course!

Please look in your email from the church
office for a link to videos for studying your
part. | will have sheet music available soon
as well. We will practice at least on Palm
Sunday after church.

Blessed Lent, and hoping to sing with you!
- Livand Lori

YOUTH GROUP will meet on March 24",
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Signpost Inn Ministries presents:

Reading the Gospels with Your Imagination webinar
1lam Mountain Time, Saturday, March 21st on Zoom

Register at signpostinn.org/events

God can teach us with facts. But he meets us in our imagination. In this brand-new
webinar from Signpost Inn, you'll learn a centuries-old Christian practice for reading
the Gospels, not from a safe distance, but from inside the story, where Jesus can
catch your eye. You'll leave with a simple 5-step method, a worksheet, and curated
passages to practice with. Led by Brandon Booth, this is a delightful way to
encounter Jesus in the Gospels.
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St. John LWML Activities

Ten Ladies of the St. John Women in Mission and guests assembled ribbon bookmarks
for our Lutheran Service Books (LSB) on Saturday, February 21st. Thank you very much!
Next meeting, March 21st.
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St. John LWML Activities

Thank you for your dimes in the Red Socks! March is three dimes month.

The Southern Zone Spring Workshop will be April 19 at Resurrection Lutheran
Church in Colorado Springs.Registration begins at 9 am with the day’s activities
beginning at 9:30 am and ending at 2:30 pm. All ladies of the church are invited. We
will carpool from the church. If you would like to attend, please reach out to Toni
Davidson or me so that we can organize the carpool.

The Rocky Mountain District’s LWML Convention will be June 4-7 in Colorado
Springs. Please check the LWML website for details and registration form.Early
registration is accepted thru April 1.

LWML will be hosting a May Day Ladies Salad Supper. The event is tentatively
planned for Wednesday May 6 @ 5:30. Once again, all ladies of the congregation are
invited. This IS NOT a potluck but rather a relaxing evening of fellowship.

Blessings to All
Angela Bellantoni
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A Note on Security

In light of recent events, a concern about the security of the church during worship
came before the elders and the church council. Both committees reviewed our
security procedures and have agreed to leave things alone for now.

If you were unaware, when the church opens on Sunday morning the front doors
and the Fellowship Hall doors are both open for people to come in. Five minutes
before worship, the Fellowship Hall doors are then locked since no one is present
during worship to monitor the Fellowship Hall. The front doors remain unlocked so
we do not discourage people from coming to worship - especially those who arrive
a little late. But please be comforted knowing that we do have members who sit in
the back of the sanctuary who keep a close eye on the front doors, and who is
coming and going. All traffic during worship is closely monitored.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to Pastor
Dan, any elder, or any member of the church council Thank you.
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March 6 - Deborah Ledbetter

March 20 - Myron Martinson

March 20 - Robert Tangkawarow

March 21 - Leonard Bosse

March 22 - Emmie Leason

March 24 - Dawn Atkinson

March 25 - Chris Puschak

March 28 - Dan Kletke

March 30 - Ryan Lehmpuhl

March 31 - Donna Heldtl

March 3 - Jerrico & Kerrie Leason
March 9 - Ken & Diane Lund
March 17 - Sean & Beverly Kane
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St. John To-Do List
Ways to be involved at St. John Lutheran Church

Acolyte - Altar candle duty for boys and girls at worship services.

Adult Bible Class - Sunday mornings at 10:30am after our time of fellowship.
Adult Choir - Join your voice with others on special festivals.

Altar Guild - Prepare vestments, candles, banners, etc. for worship.
Audio-Visual - Operate the slides and video production during worship service.
Book Club - Discuss books about once a month in member homes or at church.
Bulletin Help - Print worship bulletins a few times per year as needed.

Car Show - Annual fundraiser on the church grounds that needs many helpers.
Christmas Program - Help or take a part in the Sunday School program.
Church Council - Serve on a church board, or as church president, etc.
Communications - Publish events on the Website, newsletter, and Facebook.
Confirmation Class - Teens meet with Pastor for Christian instruction.

Door Keeper - Open the door and welcome people arriving at church.

Driver - Provide transportation for those who cannot drive to church.

Elders - Men who assist the Pastor with the spiritual life of the congregation.
Evangelism - Carry out evangelism programs in the church and community.
Fellowship - Serve refreshments after worship, and assist with special events.
Garage Sale - Annual fundraiser at St. John that needs many helpers.
Gardener - Keep the flower beds in neat and weed-free condition.

Greeter - Welcome and offer Sunday bulletin and visitor packet to worshippers.
LWML - Women’s Auxiliary of the LCMS supports LCMS missions.

Men’s Breakfast - Men of St. John have breakfast about twice a month.
Missions - Direct monetary resources for LCMS missionaries and missions.
Nursery - Volunteers assist parents who need help in the nursery.

Prayer Chain - Receive notice of prayer requests and pray for those in need.
Quilters - Construct quilts almost weekly for charities and individuals.

Readers - Read assigned Scripture passages at the lectern during services.
Shut-In Visitation - Spend time with members who cannot attend church.
Sunday School - Classes for kids at 10:30am after worship and refreshments.
Teach - Help children learn about their Savior, Preschool through High School.
Tidy the Pews - Pick up trash and re-rack service books after worship services.
Trail Mix - Hike on local and other Colorado trails with members and friends.
Trustees - Oversee maintenance, repair, cleaning of buildings and grounds.
Ushers - Assist people with special needs, direct worshipers for Holy Communion.
Vacation Bible School - A children’s short-term summer educational activity.
Wednesday Bible Class - Study at 10:00am Wednesdays with Pastor Dan.
Youth Group - Our youth discuss their faith as it applies to life’s challenges.

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH * 790 GREYDENE AVE., CANON CITY, CO 81212
OFFICE PHONE: (719) 275-0111 * WEBSITE: STJOHNCANONCITY.ORG

18



imee traveled to a cold Seoul, South
the Asia Leadership Team (ALT;

pic right). Building on the good worl done during November’s regional workgroup meeting in Taiwan to
gather information for planning purposes, the ALT met in Seoul to discuss and formulate strategic
priorities in the short-, mid-, and long-term. The resulting plan will govern activities, budgeting and
resource allocation, and recruitment for all of Asia. While mission work encompasses a broad range

of spiritual, physical, and emotional needs, the limits of time and resources (both human and

financial) require mission organizations to define how they will focus their efforts. This

provides an opportunity for organizations to consider a variety of important questions.
What do we value? What are we good at, organizationally and individually? What need
should we prioritize? How can we work in partnership? That is, there is a dynamic
interaction between the identity and capacity of the mission organization and the
needs and goals of the mission field. Aimee LOVES these kinds of conversations
because they foster the discovery of a “sweet spot” in which there is synergy
between mission organization, missionary, and mission field. This leads to

thriving missionaries and, most importantly, well-served communities of

faith. Of course, this “sweet spot” is never finally achieved because

we live in a sinful and constantly shifting world. Nonetheless, the

call to be faithful and effective stewards of God'’s mission still

stands, and so we are thankful for Aimee to have space to join

such important meetings.

define its strategic priorities

gatechism

final session

Luthgran Heritaie Foun@tion

Kampot Ratanakiri Prey Veng Sihanoukville Tbong
|
\
\
\

***** Goals Achievead

Praise: for productive meetings for the ALT in Seoul; for
the completion of the Small Catechism trainings; for

u a re WO wonderful opportunities to mentor Khmer Christians.
Prayers: for Isaac who has experienced some recent
health challenges; for a mission team arriving Feb. 14 to

lead a Vacation Bible School in Kampong Thom; for
The Cima Family Newsletter Aimee’s travel to Taiwan at the end of February.
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WannahelpusimpactthepeopleofCambodia?
n Give here or mail a check to 1) P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis

John.Cima@lems.org

II MO 63166 (payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri

[ Synod), OR 2) 40718 Highway E-16, Mapleton, A 51034
(payable to Mission Central). For ALL checks; he
memo line write “Cima family-Cambodia.” Thank you fo
your prayers and support!

Aimee.Cima®lcms.org -l-
—I —
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MARCH 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2 3 4 5 6 7
6:30p Confirmation 10:00 Bible Study 7:00 Men’s

Breakfast
6:00p Soup Supper
7:00p Lent Srvc.
9 10 11 12 13 14
6:30p Confirmation 10:00 Bible Study
6:00p Soup
Supper
7:00p Lent Srvc.
16 17 18 19 20 21
10:00 Bible Study 7:00 Men’s 9:00 LWML
Breakfast
6:00p Soup
Supper
7:00p Lent Srvc.
ST. PATRICK’S
DAY
23 24 25 26 27 28
6:30p Confirmation | 7:00p Youth Group | 10:00 Bible Study
6:00p Soup Supper
7:00p Lent Srvc.
30 31
6:30p Confirmation S J
I T. JOHN O
CANON CITY, COLORADO
790 Greydene Ave., Cafion City, CO, 81212
http://www.StJohnCanonCity.org 719-275-0111






