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We teach creative writing to 
youth who are incarcerated 
to empower their voices and 
assist in their re-entry into 
society.

We strive to reduce the 
recidivism rates of our 
residents and participate in 
the transformation of the 
juvenile justice system.

M I S S I O N

V I S I O N



J U S T I C E .  We believe in creating an 
environment where justice becomes visible, 
where restoration from wrong is possible, 
where people are seen as more than their  
worst moments, where people can create  
a future not doomed to repeat the past.
 
E M P O W E R M E N T .  We believe that 
our residents can build their self-esteem, 
resilience, and power through working on their 
writing, their reflection, their communication, 
through the creative writing workshop 
experience.
 
R E L A T I O N S H I P.  We believe in fostering 
genuine, strong, and long-lasting relationships 
as well as walking with our residents as they 
navigate the path to re-entry.
 
D I G N I T Y .  We believe that our residents 
deserve to discover and recognize their own 
dignity and self-worth through our creative 
writing workshops. We also believe that if 
we respect ourselves, our residents, and our 
student volunteers then we successfully lead 
by example.

C O M M U N I T Y .  We believe in the power 
of community. We continually welcome and 
accept our residents into our communities 
to promote individuality and empowerment, 
especially upon re-entry. We also believe in 
the creation of a collaborative atmosphere 
that amplifies all voices together in a spirit of 
mutuality and kindness.

V A L U E S
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S C H O O L S  A N D 
F A C I L I T I E S

1  OBERLIN COLLEGE

2  HIRAM COLLEGE

3  JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY

4  CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY

A  LORAIN COUNTY JDH

B  PORTAGE COUNTY JDC 

C  CUYAHOGA COUNTY JDC

9JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY COHORT
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We determined the graphic elements and 
creative writing artifacts in advance to place 
this chapbook in the hands of every resident 
published by the final workshop. 

As a result, the outputs only highlight a 
portion of the cohort’s and the organization’s 
impact from this program season. 

The residents also complete surveys before 
and after every creative writing workshop, 
providing us with quantitative and qualitative 
data so we can evaluate our outcomes and 
ensure a high-quality program experience.

I M P A C T

TO LEARN MORE, VIST

writersnresidence.org
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At the intersection of literary arts, higher education 
and the juvenile justice system, you will find Writers 
in Residence: the only organization in Ohio that 
transforms the lives of justice-involved youth through 
creative writing and mentorship. Since 2017, we 
have seen those transformations at juvenile facilities 
throughout Ohio.

Our Creative Writing Workshops (CWWs) are weekly, 
in-person engagements during the spring and fall for 
nine to 11 weeks. We contract with local writers to 
teach 10 to 15 residents-most of whom are between  
13 and 18 years of age - in each workshop. Our 
teaching artists use the work of writers who represent 
their color, cultures and creeds, creating prompts that 
explore universal human experiences. D
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We also engage five to 10 
undergraduate volunteers 
from nearby schools to 
participate in each workshop, 
becoming positive peer 
mentors and helping us to:

⚪ Increase residents’  
    literacy levels and  
    writing disposition; 
 
⚪ Build their self-esteem,  
    self-efficacy and self- 
    awareness; 

⚪ Publish their creative  
    writing;

⚪ Advocate for them.

F O R E W O R D
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LORI  ASHYK
executive director

Our work includes a passionate and committed staff, 
teaching artists and college cohorts who believe in 
our mission and in the promise of the young people 
we serve. Our board of directors is equally devoted to 
honoring our mission, vision and values.

There are challenges that come with our work-for 
example, the brief periods of time our residents have 
to write original pieces; institutional delays and other 
interruptions to the proper editing of their work. Many 
residents would further revise their poetry and prose if 
given the chance. 

We take those challenges in stride as we empower  
residents through creativity and community. In 
Montage of a Dream Deferred (1951), one-time 
Cleveland resident Langston Hughes wrote, 

Go home and write
A page tonight.
And let that page come out of you—
Then, it will be true.

Thank you for reading these truths from our Writers in 
Residence.
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Dear reader,

Poetry has ways to speak into individual parts of our lives, and often 
Writers in Residence’s Creative Writing Workshops give us all a chance to 
reflect on our life experiences and memories. We truly have a wonderful 
opportunity to find connection in these moments, to grow to see how our 
similarities can unite us more than our differences can separate us. When 
we first arrived, the atmosphere was tense, and the residents were wary 
of us, but shifting just two workshops later, they began participating and 
even greeting us when we came in, as well as saying goodbye and telling us 
to have a good day. The feeling of trust has been really moving. The girls 
we work with have trusted us and opened up to us about their stories and 
writings. We are very grateful that they trust us in this way, and we feel 
lucky to witness their writings every week. 

Writing forces us to dive deeper into the why behind our writing, and 
sometimes, letting ourselves discover this why is challenging. It takes 
bravery to share part of yourself on paper, and these residents have let 
themselves be vulnerable in expressing who they are. These girls have truly 
put their heart and soul into their writing. They have shared their stories 
and personal experiences and trauma with more vulnerability and bravery 
than many ever could. No matter the road blocks they had in their way 
during the writing process, whether that be physical, mental, or emotional, 
they pushed through and produced some truly beautiful work. These 
are artifacts that hold a piece of each resident. In reading these works, 
remember that their vulnerability is powerful, their willingness to grow is 
their strength, and you are getting a small glimpse into their lives even if it 
doesn’t seem like it. Whether it be understanding their humor, how they 
view themselves, the world or even how they view certain foods-it’s a piece 
of them.

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  C O H O R T
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“. . .THESE RESIDENT S 

HAVE LE T THEMSELVES BE 

V ULNER ABLE IN E X PRESSING 

WHO THE Y ARE .” 



1717

We are beyond grateful for the chance to walk alongside these residents, 
to hear their stories and make them feel known. Each of them helped us 
transform and grow, and we can only hope that they might have felt an 
ounce of the impact they had on us. We are grateful to our Teaching Artists 
for being so helpful every step of the way, which has allowed the residents to 
blossom in their writing. It can be very intimidating to open up to a group 
of strangers, and our Teaching Artists fostered an environment of incredible 
trust.

Thank you for your support and for taking the time to experience the words 
of these young writers!

the john carroll university cohort
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(Spring 2025)

s u m m a r y

+ H A I K U

Write 5 haiku about a single event or 
multiple moments. 

Include images that appeal to the five 
senses: taste, touch, sight, smell, and 
hearing.

p r o m p t

This creative writing workshop 
revolved around the form of poetry 
called haiku demonstrated by Sonia 
Sanchez’s poem “14 haiku,” about 
Emmett Louis Till, who was a 14-year 
old African American boy who was 
abducted and lynched in 1955 after 
being falsely accused of offending a 
white woman.  





I N S T I T U T I O N

Cars, freedom, fresh air, horns, people yelling
Excited, can’t wait, nervous
Do my hair, getting in the shower
Eating real food, wood to the face-
Russian Creme Lukaf
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U N T I T L E D

I wanna see my dog because I miss
her. I love to lay in my bed with her. 

I wanna see my 
dog because I miss her so much
we love to lay in my bed. 
 
 

21JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY COHORT

KH
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A  M O T H E R S  N I G H T .

Blak midnight, time leaving, 
A mothers eyes.

foot prints becoming
classrooms winter settles
night wind. 
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ANONYMOUS
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U N T I T L E D

I wanna go home
cause it’s corny here haa haa
You making me hot. 

AS



s u m m a r y

+ P H O T O G R A P H Y 
  A N D  E K P H R A S I S

p r o m p t
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Take a portrait and still life with an 
instant camera.

If you chose to write about your 
portrait, then reflect and respond to 
these questions: What’s something 
you want more people to know about 
you? What do you want to keep for 
yourself?

OR

If you chose to write about your still 
life, then reflect and respond to these 
questions: What significance do you 
want others to acknowledge and 
appreciate about this object? What 
does this object represent to you?

This creative writing workshop 
combines visual art and literary art 
through a poetic form called
ekphrasis thanks to Mickalene 
Thomas’ and Lorna Simpson’s 
inspiring photography about
race, gender, and identity.





U N T I T L E D

The flowers are pretty and remind me of 2019 when we were 
doing my mother’s funeral. The duck was my mom’s favorite 
animal. 
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E M O T I O N A L  W R E C K

I chose to put this picture together because the color 
combinations spoke to me. I love how the red blends with 
the gold and the yellow with the white and the duck adds a 
silly touch to it. The red stands for anger, the yellow means 
joy, the gold is confidence, and the white is hurt. These are 
the feelings I feel on a day to day basis. The picture shows 
that mixed emotions can be beautiful.  
 

MH

ZM
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A L L  T H E  T H I N G S  T O  
K N O W  A B O U T  K H !

I am very intelligent. 

I am also funny. 

I also have a strong sense of self. 

I’m mature for my age, most people think Im either 17-21 
yrs old but Im only 15. I be fooling people on da outs. Ionk 
how but Ig I look older than what I am but in here I definetly 
look my age cause my hair not done. I dont got no lashes no 
nothing.

I am strong.

27JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY COHORT 27

KH
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s u m m a r y

[You know what’s ATTITUDE 
about…] + [TOPIC]? + [Your 
answer].

Example: You know what’s weird 
about bullies? They hate you, but 
they give you so much attention. I 
don’t interact with people that I hate. 
So which is it?

Question (Attitude + Topic)
Answer (Premise)

Write at least 2 jokes for a 1-minute 
set by…
1. Choose a question and answer like 
the format above.
2. Add an act-out or action to the 
joke, extending the laughs.

p r o m p t

28 JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY COHORT

FALL 2025
WRITERS IN RESIDENCE

This creative writing workshop 
introduces everyone to comedy 
writing thanks to the instruction 
and assistance from TJ Maclin.

+ C O M E D Y  W R I T I N G
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U N T I T L E D

You wanna know what’s hard about being a big girl pregnant 
in jail? 

Cause people say you come here to get double portions,
Annndd
you big, so they don’t think you pregnant!

MH
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U N T I T L E D

You know what’s weird about jail? 

We be serious about breaking out, and the staff laugh. 
Be tryna sneak out in disguise wearing an extra small, 
can’t breath. 

ZM



s u m m a r y This creative writing workshop 
reminded the residents to love 
themselves and affirm the parts that 
make them who they are through 
Markus Amaker’s poem “Give 
Yourself Some Flowers.”

Imagine you’re looking at yourself in 
the mirror. 

Write (10) affirmations to yourself, 
about yourself, for yourself. Make 
them positive, present, and personal 
statements. Use traits, attributes, and 
qualities you love about yourself. 

Start with: “Where I am isn’t who  
I am...” 

Then repeat every sentence with:  
“I am...” 

End with: “I am capable of [fill in  
the blank].” 

p r o m p t

32 JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY COHORT
FALL 2025
WRITERS IN RESIDENCE

+ A F F I R M A T I O N S
(Spring 2025)
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U N T I T L E D

Where I am isn’t who I am. I am smart. 
I am resilient. 
I am beautiful. 
I am creative. 
I am hardworking. 
I am determined. 
I am kind. 
I am intelligent. 
I am respectful. 
I am talented. 
I am capable of anything I put my mind to. 

RM
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W H O  I  A M  -  Z

Where I am isn’t who I am. 
I am beautiful. 
I am calm. 
I like cars. 
I am enough. 
I am different. 
I am mature. 
I am an overachiever. 
I am caring. 
I am an advocate for myself. 
I am creative. 
I am smart. 
I am capable of doing better than my parents. 
 

ZM

JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY COHORT
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U N T I T L E D

I love my tattoos, I love my eyes
I love my hair, I love my nails
I love my nose ring, I love my hair
growth. I love my name, I love myself
I love my height, I am pretty, I am
smart, I am funny, I am a virgo
I am me. 

LB



U N T I T L E D

I love my hair.
I love my body. 
I love my personality. 
I love my intelligence. 
I love my skills. 
Where I am isn’t who I am . . . 
I am kind. 
I am respectful. 
I am intelligent. 
I am beautiful. 
I am skillful. 
I am talented. 
I am creative. 
I am friendly. 
I am strong. 
I am resilient. 
I am capable of being loved. 

37JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY COHORT 37

KH
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U N T I T L E D

I am sexy i am nice I am smart i am worthy I am kind.
I am passinate I am focused I am Positive
I am strong I am capable of being my best
self without Anyone
 

RH
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U N T I T L E D

Where I am isn’t who I am!
I am beautiful like a sunflower on a sunny day. 
I am loved by many of all types. 
I am kindhearted, giving, and always helping. 
I am responsible and live up to my name. 
I am strong, letting no one break my character. 
I am positive, ignoring all negativity. 
I am unique. No one is the same as me. 
I am enough. I deserve everything that comes to me. 
I am attractive, pretty, and beautiful. 
Now you know me. 
I am capable of anything I put my mind to! 

JP

JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY COHORT
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U N T I T L E D

Where I am isn’t who I am, 
I am pretty, 
I am strong, 
I am powerful,
I am kind, 
I am intelligent,
I am open minded, 
I am creative, 
I am artistic, 
I am well spoken, 
I am black, 
I am capable of making my future great. 

AR
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U N T I T L E D

Where I am isn’t who I am. 
I am cranve. 
I am a fan of food. 
I am happy. 
I am pretty. 
I am clean. 
I am a good cook. 
I am kind. 
I am confident. 
I am beautiful. 
I am loved. 
I am capable of doing hard things. 

CM



    WRITERS IN RESIDENCE       SPRING 2025       42     WRITERS IN RESIDENCE       FALL 2025       

U N T I T L E D

Where I am isn’t who I am. 
I am able to read. 
I am still growing. 
I am a good friend. 
I am good at math. 
I am good at writing and spelling. 
I am smart. 
I am creative. 
I am helpful. 
I am kind. 
I am good at school. 
I am capable of self-love. 

 

FH
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I  A M

Where I am isn’t who I am.
I am intelligent. 
I am important. 
I am kind. 
I am funny. 
I love my singing voice. 
I know I have a purpose. 
I am capable of anything I put
my mind to. 

DM
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I N  T H E  M I R R O R

Make sure you save some light for yourself at the end 
because hard times don’t last forever

Where I am isn’t who I am . . . 
I’m myself. 
I’m smart. 
I’m a leader. 
I’m cute. 
I’m special. 
I’m a real friend, I am capable of 
anything I put my mind to, even in 
dark situations. 

 

AA
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W E  W A N N A  B E  R O C K S T A R S  P T .  1

Mom leave me alone, I wanna be famous - 

TR
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W E  W A N N A  B E  R O C K S T A R S  P T .  2

- I wanna be famous. My my doctor said I got
ADHD. I don’t even know what that means. 
I’m all drugged up. I’m all, I’m all drugged up “ahhh” 

JD
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U N T I T L E D

What’s wrong? 
Tell me what’s wrong I’m wondering. 
Was it me? 
Was it her? 
Was it them? 
Why are you mad all of the time? 
It’s ok to be happy, you know. 
It’s ok to express yourself . . . . 
You know what, I’m tired
of everything. 
Why am I here? I’m not supposed to be here.
In this place. 
I want to be better. 
I need to be better. 
Help me be better. 
 

DH



s u m m a r y

p r o m p t
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Write (1) six-word memoir from 
each of these categories:

1. I am / I’m…
2. Life
3. Love
4. Food
5. Advice
6. Questions
7. I will be / I’ll be…

Typically, this is the resident’s first 
session, introducing them to our 
creative writing workshops. They 
explored who they are, who they 
were, and who they want to become 
through six-word memoirs.

+ S I X - W O R D  M E M O I R S





U N T I T L E D

1.	 I just left im back again dey got me on house 5
2.	 Do’s dont wanna see me win dey keep switchin my Pod
3.	 Chalked a Do fa a Pen N Put it in my sock
4.	 Up late night writin Past 10 i miss my n**** F
5.	 Back to back Poppin alerts dey Put me in my box
6.	 dey dont even kno da otha day but i had Popped my 

locked
7.	 My momma think im still a tweak but i told er im not
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I  A M  M E

1.	 I am beautiful in my own way. 
2.	 I am smart in Math class. 
3.	 I am kind to other people. 
4.	 I am a listener when others talk. 
5.	 I am a cook for my family. 
6.	 I am good at coloring. 

CM

JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY COHORT
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F E E L I N G S

YOLO, why not take a chance? 
Remember everyone is not your kind. 
I love Wing Stop boneless chicken combo. 
You should love who loves you. 
Why do feelings change? 

 

TR
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U N T I T L E D

idk
I really dont know
have a Nice day

ANONYMOUS

JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY COHORT
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F A C T S

I am loving.
Life is backwards. 
Love is a gamble. 
Food is everything. 
Head up, mouth open. 
Why do I feel like this? 
I will be better soon. 

AM

R I R

Jail is Not it on my daddy
Love yourself Before others

AA
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U N T I T L E D .

 
1. I am T, yes I am.

TT

U N T I T L E D

Life is like a roller coaster. One moment I’m with mom and 
family enjoying life, the next I’m in juvie. I have no one on 
my side (other than my gma), and I feel so alone. I have no 
friends in here, no one to talk to about my real thoughts and 
feelings, no one in our pod knows that I tried to kill myself 
last night because juvie is too much to handle for me on top 
of what I’m already going through. Life is what you make it, 
so do your best. 

ANONYMOUS



s u m m a r y This creative writing workshop 
asked the residents to consider what 
inspires them and who they inspire 
through Damien McClendon’s poem 
“What moves me,” which includes 
rich images, metaphors and similes, 
and an anaphora.

Start writing with: “What moves 
me? It must be…”

Repeat the phrase “it must be” 6x to 
introduce a new idea. This writing 
technique is called an anaphora.

OR

Write about being an inspiration to 
someone in your life. Explain why 
and how you will inspire them.

p r o m p t
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+ I N S P I R A T I O N
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C H A S I N B R U D D A B A B Y M O M

It must be The way my boyfriend D say he love me. It must 
be the way me D love myself and will never change. It must 
be home where D hate being because of all the yelling. 
It must be the way I dance because It’s not pop lock in 
dropping it, majorette dancing as if my life depend on it.
 

U N T I T L E D

What moves me? 
It must be my mom caring for me. 
It must be me listening to Big boogie. 
It must be me loving myself. 
It must be me coloring all the time. 
It must be playing with my siblings and loving my siblings.
It must be me eating spaghetti. 

DP

CM
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U N S P O K E N  C R I E S

It must be the absence of my Nana’s smile. It must be time 
for a new beginning. It must be bouncing from house to 
house, new placements. It must be God throwing obstacles 
at me to know the way to live life. It must be hearing other 
people’s stories, good or bad. Going through struggles at 
such a young age, not knowing if you’re gonna be ok, getting 
separated from your family, your happiness, your inside 
peace. It must be the tears that fall out your eyes. It must be 
you looking at the time. It must be you thinking it’s a crime. 
It must be . . . . . 

DM

JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY COHORT
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U N T I T L E D

it must be the feeling of not having to worry or fear 
what's to come, it must be the feeling of peace not caring 
for everything going on, it must be me knowing myself 
enough to not care what nb says, it must be the feeling of 
internal peace that I love myself more than anything else. 
it must be knowing there's stuff in the world to view than 
what im seeing. it must be all the city in the world to view. 
It must be having the opportunities to explore. It must be 
the chances for a new beginning. It must be the chance 
to start over. It must be me trying to forgive myself. It 
must be me letting myself move on. It must be knowing 
there's more to the world, it must be new chances and 
opportunities, it must be more stuff to come, it must be 
my sister supporting me, it must be my sister coming no 
matter what, it must be my sister being 19 with her own 
house and car it must be it must be
 

JP
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W H A T  D O E S  I N S P I R E  L O O K  
L I K E  T O  Y O U ?

It must be people my age with their own stuff. It must be 
a dream to become a travel nurse. It must be my mother 
calling my name from the other side when I win. It must be 
something bigger at the end. It must be memories. 
 

AA
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J U S T  W H O  I  A M

how come everyone love and hate me?
maybe because sometimes I am mean and sometimes nice or
maybe because I give alot sometimes or I dont at all or
maybe because Im funny sometimes and other times I am 
boring
	 or maybe everybody love me
it must be the way I am funny
it must be who I am
it must be me
that fill the room with laughs
people fly when they been laughin

AM
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I N S P I R E  T H E  P E O P L E

I want to inspire the people who are always feeling down. 
The people who feel hopeless
The people who feel unloved
The people who feel lonely
The people with bad attitudes
The people who got a back turned towards
them
I want to inspire the mean people
The people who are mad at the world
The people who had to grow up before
their time
The people who’ve been through a lot
The people with a story to tell
I want to inspire these people because 
I went through all these things and
no one inspired me. 

TR
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p r o m p t Write about the moment when you 
realized that you were becoming 
an adult. Include specific, concrete 
details that appeal to the senses.

OR

Write about your summer days, in 
your community, with your friends, 
being young and free.

Include specific, concrete details 
that appeal to the senses.

This creative writing workshop 
asked the residents to reflect on the 
moment when they were becoming 
an adult through Stephanie 
Ginese’s prose poem “32nd Street,” 
which also remembers the good 
times and grieves those who passed 
away.

+ A D U LT H O O D
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U N T I T L E D

When I knew reality hit, when the 
police was arresting me, I realized that
I need to grow up and do better, and
do better for my little brothers, so they
never end up here. 
 
 

CS

U N T I T L E D

My life, it lifes
	 I remember sleepin on the floor with my sisters with no heat. 
	 I remember going hungry and stealing from the store to eat. 
	 I remember losing my uncles at 13-14. That hurt my soul. 
	 I remember I saw my gma lifeless at 16. That left me numb. 
	 I remember my mom putting me and my four sibs before  
	     herself. 
	 I remember fighting through life just like my mom. 
	 I remember putting everybody before myself like my mom. 
	 I remember my mom met this guy named I and they
	 came up together and everything got better. 
 
 

AM
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U N T I T L E D

She was hurt, left beatin on putting
drugs in her body to help the pain.
Nobody fw her, so she turned to the 
streets for the love she couldn’t get
at home. Her mom never showed 
her love, so she didn’t know what 
it was. She got into stuff she
shouldn’t have at 13. She never had
a place to call home, so the 
streets was her home. 

JD
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Dear Boys,
I understand it’s hard to be stuck, to have your mind 
withhold motivation. It’s okay to be angry, to be sad, or 
to not know. Every path in life has a stop sign, you must 
choose when to move ahead and choose which way 
to go in life. The most important things to remember 
in life are you can never go backwards and you always 
have someone to help you along the way. You’re not 
alone, believe in more than what you’re going through 
now. Right now isn’t forever and forever isn’t far away. 
Your ways are your choices, and your choices determine 
your life. I hope and believe the light stays on you and 
your blessings are fulfilled.

Sincerely,
T

W R I T E R S  I N  R E S I D E N C E  I S…

...where encouragement and 
empowerment meet. 

That was the case for these 
juvenile facility staff members 
who wrote their youth letters.
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Dear Girls, 
Growing up on the east side of Cleveland, I tended 
to want to hang with my cousins all the time until 
the day they kicked my Nanna house in on Barlette. I 
wasn’t there, however my cousin was. My mother was 
a strict mother of four. I never understood why until I 
encountered situations only God could pull me out of. 
Seeing the pain and embarrassment my family went 
through broke my heart. My Nanna and Papa worked 
hard to become one of the first African American 
homeowners on that street. Watching my Nanna cry 
day in and night wondering what she did wrong when 
it came to my cousin. While my mother cracked down 
extra hard on me. 

Many times in life, we as adults forget we was kids 
as well. Even though I wasn’t promiscuous, I was 
disobedient in many ways that disappointed not just 
my parents, God as well. Every day we breathe, God 
grants us with new mercy and grace. Who am I not to 
see growth in you ladies just because you’re in here. I see 
passion. Passion shows that once the door close, and it’s 
quiet, the strength you ladies use gives you all passion 
again. I see growth. When your back is against the wall, 
at times you guys fight. We all have made mistakes. We 
all have fell short. However, we don’t have to fail at life. 
Continue to go hard for your dreams. Every second, 
minute, hour and day is another chance to conquer 
your dream and goals. Life is you and you’re in control 
of your life. 

Love,
Ms. C
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At Writers in Residence, we intend to support our 
youth from the moment we meet them. As they 
explore their voice in our CWWs, we also assist them 
while they prepare for their reentry process. 

We launched the Reentry Mentorship Initiative (RMI) 
in 2022 to help our residents navigate the intricacies 
of reentry while building their self-esteem and 
helping them build valuable life skills. Each week 
during the CWWs, we inform our youth about the 
RMI, emphasizing that they have the opportunity 
to engage in a program that meets their needs. For 
residents who express an interest, we coordinate 
with the juvenile facilities to contact their guardians 
and then connect them with a mentor or group.

The RMI has evolved to include three different 
programs to fit the needs of our mentees. We 
offer Long-Term Individual Mentoring for young 
people who know they will be approaching reentry 
from the juvenile justice system, Short-Term Facility 
Based Mentoring for those who are likely to be sent 
to the adult justice system for an extended period 
of time, and Group Mentoring focused on life skills 
development for select facilities. 

R E E N T R Y  M E N T O R S H I P  I N I T I A T I V E

70
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R E E N T R Y  M E N T O R S H I P  I N I T I A T I V E

L O N G - T E R M  I N D I V I D U A L  M E N T O R I N G
Long-Term Individual Mentoring has the youth and their guardians 
create target goals to pursue over 12-18 months, while working alongside 
an adult mentor from in or around their home community. We have 
helped residents with school work, acquiring GEDs, practicing 
driving, applying for and securing jobs, continuing their exploration 
of writing, and persevering through the challenges of reentry. We 
believe that a mentor consistently shows up for our residents, walks 
alongside them, and empowers them to reach goals they want to achieve, 
and to help them feel confident throughout their reentry process.

S H O R T - T E R M  F A C I L I T Y  B A S E D  M E N T O R I N G
Just because we encounter someone who is facing significant time in 
the adult system does not mean we don’t want to support them as they 
navigate the transition from the juvenile justice system. Short-Term 
Facility Based Mentoring allows a resident to be matched with a mentor 
who will meet with them on a regular basis to help them accomplish 
goals related to the rest of their time in the juvenile justice system. Our 
mentors encourage their mentees to complete school, maintain strong 
positive relationships with their peers and the staff at the facility, as well 
as to see a reduction in behavioral incidents. 

G R O U P  M E N T O R I N G
Group Mentoring takes place across a ten week period, where we 
partner with local businesses, institutions, and agencies to provide basic 
introductions to life skills, as well as valuable linkages to the community, 
so our mentees know where they can go to find support for specific 
needs. We provide a laid back and welcoming environment for our 
mentees to learn about and practice life skills that will help them as they 
navigate young adulthood. 

71JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY COHORT



    WRITERS IN RESIDENCE       FALL 2025       72     WRITERS IN RESIDENCE       FALL 2025       

To our readers,
 
the stories that appear in this chapbook from our residents 
are powerful, and as they continue to grow and head back 
home, those stories don’t end. We are always looking for 
adult volunteers who are passionate about mentoring one 
of our youth to thrive in their home community or to 
provide support to a mentoring group. 

⚪⚪ Meeting for 
    2-4 hours every  
    month with a  
    mentee. 
 
⚪⚪ Reporting on  
    engagements and  
    accomplishments  
    with a mentee.

⚪⚪ Cultivating a  
    relationship with  
    a mentee for 12-18   
    months. 

⚪⚪ Participate in  
    facilitating group  
    mentoring for 10  
    sessions in the  
    spring or summer

I N V O L V E M E N T

SCA N THE C ODE  
TO A PPLY !
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To our former residents, 

we want to hear from you and pair you with a mentor who 
will assist you with whatever services and resources you 
need through our RMI. We know that the reentry process 
is difficult and uncertain at times. Mentoring places a 
trusted and reliable adult in your life so you can become 
the best version of yourself. A mentor will listen to your 
perspective, encourage you to discover your voice, figure 
out your future path, and then work with you to find the 
tools to achieve your version of success. 

73JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY COHORT

r e a c h  o u t  t o  u s  at  
INFO@WRITERSNRESIDENCE.ORG,  

WRITERSNRESIDENCE.ORG,  

O R A N Y S O C I A L M ED I A P L AT FO R M .



A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S
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D O N O R S B O O K W O R M S

W R I T E R S

S C H O L A R S

Will DiPasquale
Todd Fuqua
Nuru Kiyemba
Carole Krus
Karen Long
Lisa Nielson
Andy Costigan
Maureen Berry

Kathleen English
Kelly McKay
Peter and Dana Short
Sue Corbin

Barbara and Alan Rosskamm
The Leonard Krieger Fund
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C O M M U N I T Y  P A R T N E R S

Outlandish Press
CLE Urban Winery
Visible Voice Books
Ben Franklin and MindFair Books
Lekko Coffee
Gilmour Academy
Loganberry Books
Oberlin College’s Bonner Center
Anisfield-Wolf Book Awards
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G R A N T  F U N D E R S

Cuyahoga Arts and Culture
The Cleveland Foundation
Ohio Arts Council
The Char and Chuck Fowler Foundation
The George Gund Foundation
The Community Foundation of Lorain County
The Abington Foundation
The Nord Family Foundation
The Coalition for Juvenile Justice
The Reinberger Foundation
United Black Fund
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THE CHAR AND CHUCK FOWLER
FAMILY FOUNDATION




