Ecclesiastes 
Discussion Guide for the week of May 11th 
To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the scripture below. 
Week One: Ecclesiastes 2:4-11
Overview: Everyone is looking for life to make sense, and we only go around once. We chase success, wisdom, pleasure, security—hoping what we’re after is at the end of each pursuit. But what if life doesn’t work that way? What if the things we’re reaching for slip through our fingers like smoke? Ecclesiastes is one of the most brutally honest books in the Bible. But it’s not a book of despair—it’s a book of clarity. It forces us to confront what doesn’t last so we can clearly see what does. This series is an invitation to wrestle with life’s hardest questions and come out the other side with a grip on something more solid than smoke.
Passage Overview: “Pleasure produces no lasting accomplishment either. That is, while it has some temporary, immediate value (e.g., relieving grief or boredom) it does not produce anything permanently or ultimately worthwhile. Rather, the pursuit of pleasure yields a hollow life. It is clear from verse 3 that Solomon’s investigation of pleasure was not a mindless dive into the morass of hedonism.” – Constable Notes

Questions for Discussion
*The questions below are designed to supplement the standard questions that we provide in our Group Discussion Guide; Who have you had the opportunity to BLESS this week? What does this reveal about God? About People? About the Life He has planned for us?
· How does the passage contrast in its presentation of the pursuit of accomplishments, wealth, and status with our current culture and the way it presents these pursuits?
· Have you ever pursued a goal that you thought would bring you contentment and ultimate joy? What was it and how did your expectations compare with reality?
· Knowing that the point is not that accomplishments and goals are worthless, how can you find the tension of pursuing goals and dreams while also preventing them from becoming Ultimate in your life?
· As you think about the season you find yourself in currently, what goals or accomplishments are in front of you? How could you take steps this week that would prevent those goals from becoming that One thing in your life? 
