Ecclesiastes 
Discussion Guide for the week of May 25th  
To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the scripture below. 
Week Five: Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
Overview: Everyone is looking for life to make sense, and we only go around once. We chase success, wisdom, pleasure, security—hoping what we’re after is at the end of each pursuit. But what if life doesn’t work that way? What if the things we’re reaching for slip through our fingers like smoke? Ecclesiastes is one of the most brutally honest books in the Bible. But it’s not a book of despair—it’s a book of clarity. It forces us to confront what doesn’t last so we can clearly see what does. This series is an invitation to wrestle with life’s hardest questions and come out the other side with a grip on something more solid than smoke.
Passage Overview – “Solomon started with the number one, then moved to two, and then closed with three. This is typical of Hebrew literature (Prov. 6:16; Amos 1:3, 6, 9, etc.). One cord could be broken easily; two cords would require more strength; but three cords woven together could not be easily broken. If two travelers are better than one, then three would fare even better. Solomon had more than numbers in mind; he was also thinking of the unity involved in three cords woven together—what a beautiful picture of friendship!” -Warren Wiersbe

Questions for Discussion
*The questions below are designed to supplement the standard questions that we provide in our Group Discussion Guide; Who have you had the opportunity to BLESS this week? What does this reveal about God? About People? About the Life He has planned for us?
·  The passage warns of the danger of isolation. What experiences have you had with isolation, have you practically seen the benefits/blessings of community in your own life? Share some of the blessings you have experienced from community.
· The passage talks about the design of community to our growth and health. What other passages in Scripture come to mind as examples of the importance of God’s design for us to experience community?
· Often as we look at this passage we can think of how we receive these different benefits of community. How might the Lord be encouraging you to extend or be this type of friend to another? Is there a specific step to take? Is there a specific person God is placing on your heart to reach out to?
· In light of the passage what practical steps can we take as a group to foster the type of support and encouragement  that Solomon exhorts us to experience?    
