James: More than Words
A study for Community Groups to use the week of October 12th         
To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the scripture below. 
Week Ten: James 5:7-20
Overview
Everyone talks about faith, but what does real faith actually look like?  In a world full of noise, opinions, and empty promises, the book of James cuts through the fluff with a bold message: faith isn’t just something you say, it’s something you live.  This series explores how belief in Jesus should shape everyday life, from how we speak, to how we suffer, how we treat others, and how we make decisions.  More Than Words is a practical walk through the book of James.  It’s a call to a faith that shows up, not just on Sundays, but in the moments that matter most.
Passage: James 5:7-20. James concludes his letter by emphasizing to important aspects of the Christian Life; patience & prayer. The connection between the two for some will be difficult to see, but it may be that for James the ability to remain patient in trials is rooted in that strong connection to God through prayer. For James, this is not the first time he’s mentioned either, but this repetition only highlights their importance in James’ mind. 
Questions
*The questions below are designed to supplement the standard questions that we provide in our Group Discussion Guide; Who have you had the opportunity to BLESS this week? What does this reveal about God? About People? About the Life He has planned for us?
1. In your mind, what does patience look like? How do you know when you are living it out? 
2. Within this section (v.7-11) James emphasizes unity, urgency, and honesty. Which of the commands do you find most difficult to put into practice? 
3. The final section deals with prayer and community (v.12-20). What aspect of community do you feel like we are putting in to practice well? Anything you see that we together could work on?
4. As you think of James as a whole, what would be your big takeaway from the book? What’s one thing it’s left you wanting to put into practice in your life in this season?
