Like Jesus: The Gospel of Mark
A study for Community Groups to use the week of August 2nd .                    
To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Series Guide to complete foundational questions in the book for week 5 using the scripture below. 
Week 25: Mark 11:1-12:27
Overview
Mark doesn’t just tell us what Jesus did; he shows us who Jesus is in a way that forces us to rethink the world we’re living in and the stories we’re being sold every day.
“Jesus saw an opportunity to teach His disciples an important truth using this tree as an object lesson. As a prophet Jesus performed a symbolic act. He cursed the tree to teach them the lesson, not because it failed to produce fruit. The tree was a good illustration of the large unbelieving element within the nation of Israel. God had looked to that generation of Israelites for spiritual fruit, as Jesus had hoped to find physical fruit on the fig tree (cf. Jer. 8:13; Hos. 9:10; Mic. 7:1; Nah. 3:12; Zech. 10:2). Israel’s outward display of religious vitality was impressive, like the leaves on the tree, but it bore no spiritual fruit of righteousness. It was hypocritical”. – Constable Notes

Questions
*In the Series Guide you will find basic questions we want all to use as they begin to look at the passage. Questions such as; Who have you had the opportunity to BLESS this week? What does this passage reveal about God? About people? About the life He has planned for us? These additional questions relate to the passage specifically for your benefit.
· In Mark 11:9-11 we see that the crowd celebrates Jesus as King, but they're expecting Him to fulfill their agenda rather than God's. What expectations did the crowd place on Jesus? In what areas of your life are you tempted to expect Jesus to follow your plans instead of following His? 
· Jesus finds a fig tree with leaves but no fruit, then says, "My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations, but you have made it a den of robbers" (Mark 11:17). Why does Mark place these two stories together? What "leaves" (religious activity or appearance) can sometimes distract you from bearing genuine spiritual fruit? 
· Every group wanted Jesus, but only if He supported their own agenda instead of inviting them to His. Where are you most tempted to ask Jesus to bless your priorities rather than surrendering to His? What would it look like this week to follow Jesus on His terms instead of your own? 

