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Talk Is Free Theatre’s offices are located on the traditional
territory of many nations including the Mississaugas of the
Credit, the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee
and the Wendat peoples and is now home to many diverse First
Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples. We also acknowledge that
Toronto is covered by Treaty 13 with the Mississaugas of the
Credit. It has been a site of human activity for at least 15,000
years.

This is Dish With One Spoon Territory. Dish With One Spoon
is a treaty between the Anishinaabe, Mississaugas and Haude-
nosaunee to peaceably share and care for the resources around
the Great Lakes.
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BLACKBIRD

DAVID HARROWER

DIRECTED BY DEAN DEFFETT

RAY CYRUS LANE
UNA KIRSTYN RUSSELLE
GIRL LUCY JANISSE
COSTUME DESIGN SEQUOIA ERICKSON
SOUND DESIGN NOLAN MOBERLY
SET & PROP COORDINATION/

PRODUCTION ASSISTANCE LAUREN CULLY
FIGHT & INTIMACY DIRECTION CHRISTINA FOX
PRODUCTION MANAGER SAM HALE
STAGE MANAGER BEN TUCK

BLACKBIRD was first commissioned and presented by the Edinburgh International Festival
at the King’s Theatre, Edinburgh, in August 2005 and was subsequently presented at the
Albery Theatre in the West End by Michael Edwards and Carole Winter for MJE Productions,
opening on February 13,2006.

BLACKBIRD was originally produced in the United States by the Manhattan Theatre Club,
Lynne Meadow, Artistic Director; Barry Grove, Executive Producer, on March 15, 2007.
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TALK IS FREE THEATRE

STAFF
ARKADY SPIVAK Artistic Producer
CARA MCRAE Administrator
ALEX OLSEN Director of Community Relations
MICHAEL TORONTOW Communications Associate
CRYSTAL LEE Production Consultant
RICHARD LAM Artist BIG Program Liaison
GABI EPSTEIN Associate Producer & ARIA Manager
NOAH BEEMER Apprentice Artistic Producer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CASEY FARLEY Chair KIM KIELLER Vice Chair
MICHAEL COLLINS SUSAN MORRISON Treasurer
JENIVIEVE DE VRIES SAMUEL ROBERTSON
CASEY GEORGE

JOE ANDERSON Founding Chair

Talk Is Free Theatre engages professional artists who are members
of the Canadian Actors’ Equity Association, under the terms of the
Independent Theatre Agreement.

Talk Is Free Theatre is an active member of the
Professional Association of Canadian Theatres.

WWW.TIFT.CA



Talk Is Free Theatre has enjoyed over twenty years of developing
and producing theatre in Barrie, Toronto, across Canada and around
the world. Our mission, both in our home seasons and through
our many touring endeavours, is to produce a range of cutting
edge theatre works and to connect them with as wide an array of
people as possible—especially with new, non-urban audiences. As
for our home operations in Barrie, TIFT is Central Ontario’s only
professional theatre company with a full, traditional autumn-
through-spring season.

Our diversity of repertoire has included over 150 immersive
experiences, off-centre musicals, reinterpretations of classics, and
new works large and small-from a one-person show on a city bus to
a major musical at the Winter Garden Theatre in Toronto-striving
every day to put artists first.

TIFT has been included multiple times on the Globe and Mail list

of 10 Best theatre projects in Canada and has won several of the
country’s top theatre honours, the Dora Mavor Moore Awards.

Photo by Dahlia Katz



COMPANY
CYRUS LANE

RAY

For TIFT: Doctor Ninkovic/Pera in Madame Minister, Ray in
Blackbird, Elomire in La Béte (Toronto), Judge Turpin in Sweeney
Todd (Toronto and Buenos Aires—Dora Winner), Sin and Sorrow
Are Common To All, Kiss of the Spider Woman, and The Government

Inspector

Elsewhere: Theatre: Albert in Winter Solstice (Necessary Angel);
Nick and Others in Come From Away (You Are Here—GanSer);
Herman in Wedding Band and Conrad in Much Ado About
Nothing (Stratford Festival); Grand Ghosts (Grand Theatre); On
Golden Pond and Twelve Angry Men (Drayton); Oil (Actors’ Repertory Company); Four Chords
and a Gun (Toronto and Chicago-Starvox); The Secret Chord: A LeonarfCohen Experience
(Soulpepper); Scrooge in A CEristmas Carol (Ross Petty Productions). Film/TV: Accused
(Fox); Roger and Rupert Newsome on Murdoch Mysteries (CBC).

Upcoming: Buddy in Kimberly Akimbo (Segal/Mirvish).

KIRSTYN RUSSELLE
UNA
For TIFT: Blackbird

Elsewhere: Theatre: Annie (Stratford); The Wizard of Oz: A
Holiday Pantomime For All (Canadian Stage-Dora nom.);
Sally éowles in Cabaret, The Witch in %nto the Woods,
Magenta in The Rocky Horror Show (Ovation Productions);
Grease (Winter Garden Theatre). Film/TV: Ginny & Georgia
(Netflix); Web of Lies (Discovery).

Other: Huge thanks to TIFT, Dean and the entire Blackbird
team for the opportunity to share this story.

LUCY JANISSE

GIRL
For TIFT: Blackbird

Elsewhere: Theatre: Hadestown, High School Musical, Arts
Showcase (Wexford School for the Arts); Gabriela in High
School Musical (D. A. Morrison); Camp Showcase (The
Second City). Film/TV: The Pond (Air Canada).

Other: Lucy is currently a student at Wexford School for
the Arts in Toronto. She has a passion for singing, guitar,
piano and making music with her friends. Lots of love to

Mom, Dad and Everett.
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COMPANY
DAVID HARROWER

PLAYWRIGHT

David Harrower is a Scottish playwright, based in Glasgow.
His first play, Knives in Hens, was premiered at Edinburgh’s
Traverse Theatre in 1995. Suﬁsequent plays include
Kill the Old Torture Their Young, Presence, gark Earth,
Blackbird, and 365. Harrower has also written adaptations
including The Chrysalids, Six Characters in Search of an
Author, %vanov, and Woyzeck. Translations include The Girl
on the Sofa, a translation of the Jon Fosse play as well as
Schiller’s Romantic tragedy Mary Stuart. (Bio courtesy of
Bloomsbury)

DEAN DEFFETT

DIRECTOR
For TIFT: Charon/Aeakos in The Frogs, Blackbird (director)

Elsewhere: Direction: A Christmas Carol, The Lion of Oz,
Cinder-ELLIE! (Tweed&Co); High School Musical (WPA);
RockConcert (AIDA). Upcoming: Hook (Tweed&Co).
Performance: We Will Rock You, The Rocky Horror Show
(Magnus Theatre); Pure 90s (Stage West); The World Goes
‘Round (The Gravenhurst Opera); Small Wonder (Canadian
Musical Theatre Project); Summerland, The Fence, CHOIR!
(Edge of the Skyﬂ; Small Wonder (Canadian Musical

Theatre Project).

Other: Dean has a Bachelor of Musical Theatre Performance from Sheridan College,
and is a proud graduate of Wexford School for the Arts. Thank you to my family and
friends E)r their constant love and support. | dedicate my work on this play to the
great Ann Merriam, who taught me how to find the love and heart in every project.

SEQUOIA ERICKSON

COSTUME DESIGNER
For TIFT: Blackbird

Elsewhere: Theatre: The Wizard of Oz, CATS, Heathers
(St. Clair College); I, Robot (Roles 4 Women); The Rover
(Toronto  Metropolitan University). Film/TV: Sanguine
(Flawed Designs); Night Terror (Gentle Productions).

N

\\\_ Other: Sequoia is a maker of things and mover of shadows,
§.\‘ a graduate of the Performance Production program at
R T/\ﬁU and a nominee for this year’s Pauline McGibbon
Award. Follow her on Instagram (@kikithemoa

WWW.TIFT.CA



COMPANY
NOLAN MOBERLY

SOUND DESIGNER

For TIFT: Simon in Tales c()fan Urban Indian (Suriname,
Chile, New Zealand, Windsor, Japan), Cock (Assistant
Director & Sound Designer), Ceda Urosevic in Madame
Minister

Other: Nolan Moberly is an Afro-Indigenous multi-
disciplinary artist, based out of Toronto, Ontario, with
focus on acting for the stage and screen. He also engages
A in writing, directinﬁ, and sound design. He has received
education and training from Weengushk Film Institute and the Centre for Indigenous
Theatre. Nolan values his journey as an artist blending his culturalheritage with his
craft, aiming to contribute to a more diverse and inclusive artistic community.

LAUREN CULLY

SET & PROPS COORDINATOR/PRODUCTION ASS'T
For TIFT: Perfect on Paper

Elsewhere: Set Design: Blithe Spirit (ACT-CO Festival
Award Nominee); The 39 Steps, Table Manners (South
Simcoe Theatre). Props: Little Shop of Horrors, The 39
Steps, Hello Dolly, Table Manners, The Secret Garden, That
December Show! (South Simcoe Theatre).

Other: Lauren is returning to Theatre after spending the
last four years as Creative and Special Events Manager at
Santa’s Village: Muskoka’s Theme Park. As a graduate of Geor%ian College’s Interior
Design program, she uses her technical knowledge of space planning and design to
create homes for characters and thrive in the impermanence of the stage.

' CHRISTINA FOX

FIGHT & INTIMACY DIRECTOR

-4 For TIFT: Perfect on Paper, Blackbird

v \ " Elsewhere: Fight/Intimacy Director: Enormity, Girl, and the
" Earthquake in her lungs (Klightwood); Goodmorning Juliet,
Goodnight Desdemona (Perchance); Carmen (Brott Music
Festival; Cabaret (Theatre TO); Oliver! (Yes Theatre); Late
Company (Greenlight Arts); Mad Madge (Nightwood);
Snow White (YPT); Woven Hearts (McMaster University).
Film: This is Not a Test (Anova Pictures); My Bully Mia
(Ticket Stubbs Productions); Settle Down (series—Border2Border Entertainment);
{Laadyﬁngers (short film); Lift (short film); White Enough (short film); Format (short

[m).

Other: Christina is a non-binary, queer actor and artist based in Tkaronto. While their
first passion is acting, Christina has been de|i:lghted to work as an Intimacy Coordinator
and Fight Director as well. They are a graduate of the National Theatre School of

Canada. WWW.TIFT.CA




COMPANY
SAM HALE

PRODUCTION MANAGER

For TIFT: La Beéte, The Other Place, The Judas Kiss, Into the
> Woods, Hedwig and the Angry Inch, For Both Resting and
@) Breeding.

Elsewhere: The Welkin, Detroit: Music of the Motor City, Ma
Rainey’s Black Bottom, Picture This, Parfumerie, Riverboat
(Soulpepper); The Goat or, Who is Sylvia?, Casey and Diana,
Death and the King’s Horseman, All’s Well That Ends Well,
Little Shop of Horrors (Stratford Festival); Prodigal, Casimir
and Caroline, The Wolves, The Home Project, Entrances &
Exits, Lemons..., 52 Pick Up, The Glass Menagerie (The Howland Company); Liars at
a Funeral (Drayton); Job (Coal Mine); Jerusalem, Mr. Burns (Outside the March);
Disgraced (Mirvish/Citadel/Hope & Hell); The Bidding War (Crows); Angels in America
(That Theatre Company/Buddies); Wildly Romantic, Aunt Agnes for Christmas, Hilda’s
Yard (Foster Festival); My Fair Lady (Capitol Theatre), Fall For Dance North (TO Live).

Other: Sam has also worked for University of Toronto, TIFF, Hot Docs, dance: made in
canada and serves as a stage management mentor at Toronto Metropolitan University.

BEN TUCK
STAGE MANAGER
For TIFT: Debut

Elsewhere: Hadestown: Teen Edition and The Bluff (Theatre
Orangeville); Yesterday Once More and Halfway There
(Drayton); Cinderella: The Panto, Memphis to Motown, The
Sweet Delilah Swim Club, Jack and the Beanstalk: The Panto,
Where You Are and more (Lighthouse Festival)

4 Other: All love to my friends, family and most of all, Clare,
for their endless support.
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THANK YOU AND WELCOME
PRODUCER’S CIRCLE ELITE
MEMBERS

KIM KIELLER & FRED STRANGWAY
PETER KOETSIER & WENDY WINGFELDER
JOAN & ROBERT GILROY

AND TO OUR
PRODUCER’S CIRCLE

MICHAEL & MARILYN ABRAMS
KRISTA ALKERTON
JOE ANDERSON & WESLEY YARGUS
ROD BURNS & GLENDA KASZA
GREGORY DAMAS
PETER DAUPHINEE & SHARON WYNN
THERESA & DOMINIC DE CASTRIS
SHEILA & JIM DELANEY
JENIVIEVE DE VRIES
SALLY ELSTON
BRENDA FARAGHER & WILLIAM MOORE
CASEY FARLEY
STEVE & MICHELE FARLEY
BETH FOSTER & ROBIN JAMES
JOAN GALLAGHER-MAIN
JANEY & BARRY GREEN
KATIE GREEN
NINA HARRIES
GEORGE & JANET LOUGHEED
MARY MACDONALD
BETONY MAIN
PAULA & MICHAEL MCCONVEY
CAM & JANE MCKENZIE
JOANNE MCPHAIL & PHIL GRASZAT
ANNE MENZIES
SUSAN & LIAM MORRISON
MARY & JEFF NOLAN
GRACE PADUA
MARJORIE PATERSON
BARRY PEACOCK & ELIZABETH ANDERSON-PEACOCK
BARB ROBILLARD
DIANE ROWAT-WALTON
CAROL-ANN RYAN & MATTHEW FOLLWELL
SHAUN SAUVE
LAURIE & JAMES SHAVER
JEAN & RONALD STEVENS
PAULINE & PAUL STEVENSON
CHARLES & KATHRYN TALBOT
ERIC TAVES & NANCY HARRINGTON
ARLETTE UTTON & SHELDON POMER
MIKE & LEE ANNE WIEBE
LOIS YAKIWCHUK

WWW.TIFT.CA




A ROUND OF APPLAUSE FOR
OUR DONORS

THEATRE ANGEL ($10,000 AND UP)
ANONYMOUS
JOEY MILLER

PRODUCING PARTNER ($5,000-$9,999)
ANONYMOUS (2)
JOAN & ROBERT GILROY

SUPERSTAR ($2,000-$4,999)

JOE ANDERSON & WESLEY YARGUS
ANONYMOUS

WILMA CRABTREE

PETER DAUPHINEE & SHARON WYNN
METCALF FOUNDATION

STARRING ROLE ($1,000-$1,999)
ANONYMOUS
GAYLE BROCK

LEADING ROLE ($500-$999)
DAVID & DORIS BLEVINS

IAN EPSTEIN & KATHY KACER
CAROL & MICHAEL HARPUR
ALINE REVOY

MAREK & EWA SZELAG

We make every effort to ensure that our donors are
acknowledged accurately.
In the unfortunate event of an error, please contact

our office at (705) 792-1949.

FEATURED ROLE ($250-$499)
BETH ALLEN

PIRI FEJES

BETH FOSTER

ADA KALLIO

ELENA KRAKOPOLSKAYA
RICHARD & MELVINA MCCAW
ANTHONY & MONICA PECKHAM
RAE SMITH

MARIAN STUPARICK

IRVAN YEE & SARAH UFFELMANN

UNDERSTUDY ($100-$249)
ANONYMOUS

TRACEY BAKER

PAULA BLITSTEIN

AIDAN DESALAIZ & BILLY LAKE
LORETTA & MICHAEL FEARMAN
SUSAN & MARSHALL GREEN
DENISE & PETER HRASTOVEC
EKATERINA KORDONSKI
SUSAN MOELLERS

MIKE NADAJEWSKI & GLYNIS RANNEY
PENNY NOBLE

FRANK STEEVE

CONSTANCE STEWART

ARIA LANGUAGE
SUPPORTERS

What if you can watch a play in a language you don’t speak and have it translated in
real time right before your eyes? We made it happen, thanks, in part, to these fine
folks who “bought” languages for our ARIA Translation Glasses.

JOAN & ROBERT GILROY

SCOTT ELLIOTT & SARJEANT COMPANY

KIM KIELLER
ANONYMOUS

RUSSIAN

WELSH & GAELIC
ANISHINAABE
GENERAL SUPPORT

WWW.TIFT.CA



GRATITUDE TO OUR
BILLETERS & VOLUNTEERS

EMILY ADAMS BETH FOSTER & ROBIN JAMES SUJUTA POKHREL
LYNNE ASHBERRY MARYSE FOURNIER & MARC WIDNER BARB POTVIN

ROSE BARRATT KATIE GREEN ELIZABETH PRIDDLE
BRENNAN BIELEFELD BETH & DWIGHT HESSON KAREN RECHNITZER
SANDY BISHOP VICKI HOWARD TRUDEE ROMANEK
ELLA GRACE BOLTON KRISTEN KELLER SARAH SAVILLE
ASHLEE BREWER JENNA KING & FRANK PATTERSON MARIAN STUPARIK
ORLENA BROOMES CYNTHIA LAUER GRAEME THOMAS
CYNTHIA CATES LINDA LEFEUVRE SARAH UFFELMANN
CHRISTINE DI MARCO MAREKA MARTIN IRV YEE

VICKY DVORAK SUSAN & LIAM MORRISON CHLOE YETMAN
JILLDYCK JAN NEALE GARY YETMAN

SEATS OF SIGNIFICANCE
CAMPAIGN DONORS

PETER KOETSIER & WENDY WINGFELDER

in support of clean water for First Nations communities

ANNA SMALL
in support of Indigenous Storytelling

LARDNER NIXON LLP
in support of First Nations Education

JANEY & BARRY GREEN

in memoriam of Rance Moses, Pic River

ERIC TAVES & NANCY QUINN

in support of Indigenous knowledge reclamation

ANONYMOUS
in support of equality for First Nations Children

STEPHEN SPERLING

in honour of Craig Lauzon

ANONYMOUS

in honour of Herbie Barnes
ANONYMOUS

in honour of Darrell Dennis

For more information, please contact:
Arkady Spivak, Artistic Producer
705-792-1949 ext 122
arkady(@tift.ca
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A STANDING OVATION FOR
OUR FUNDERS

Funded by the C d|q,|
Government
of Canada a.na.

I * Canadian  Patrimoine
Heritage canadien

Ont ®— Fondati
o N 7 e
O nta rl O @ Foundation ‘ de I'Ontario

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un oraanisme du aouvernement de I'Ontario

) ) o ONTARIO ARTS COUNCIL
Canada Council Conseil des arts CONSEIL DES ARTS DE L'ONTARIO
Q for the Arts du Canada an Ontario government agency

age
un organisme du gouvernemen td |'Ontari

. \Qp TELUS Friendly
%”/ TELUS ‘ ‘\ Future Foundation

@
Barrie &

FOUNDATION

OE COUNTY

WWW.TIFT.CA



BOUQUETS OF ROSES FOR
OUR SPONSORS

SEASON SPONSOR

Medical Malpractice

PLATINUM
.'ncoe.com ﬁm\é
WILLMOTT T . \\
BRUCE ourism ’_é\

=  Bame

TOURING SPONSOR

g

]
BRONZE
CHROMIUM
pﬂﬂ@ BARRISTON
PATRON

StaneaRidoe
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