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Christ Above All 
Colossians 1:15-20 

 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold to-
gether. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that 
in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 
blood of his cross.” (Colossians 1:15–20, ESV) 

This passage is one of the clearest and most powerful statements about the supremacy of Jesus Christ in 
all of Scripture. Paul lifts our eyes to see Jesus not only as Savior but also as Lord over all creation.  
Take note of three truths that flow from these verses. 

1. Jesus Reveals God Perfectly (vv. 15, 19). 
Paul calls Christ “the image of the invisible God.” In a world that constantly asks what God is like, the 
answer is found in Jesus. He is not simply a reflection of God—He is God in the flesh. Jesus is “fully 
God and fully man.” In Christ, the fullness of deity dwells bodily (v. 19). To know Him is to know the 
Father. 

2. Jesus Rules Creation Supremely (vv. 16–17). 
Everything we see—and even what we cannot see—exists because of Jesus. Thrones, dominions, rulers, 
and authorities all fall under His sovereignty. He created all things, He sustains all things, and He holds 
all things together. Nothing in this universe is outside His control. This truth gives believers great     
comfort: the One who saved us also sustains the world by His power. We can rest confidently and live 
courageously for His kingdom know He is Lord over everything.  

3. Jesus Reconciles Sinners Completely (vv. 18, 20). 
Christ is not only Lord over creation but also the head of the church. He is the “firstborn from the dead,” 
guaranteeing our resurrection through His. Through His death on the cross, Jesus secured peace between 
God and man, reconciling all things to Himself. This is the heart of the gospel—that sinners are forgiven 
and made right with God through the shed blood of Christ. 

This passage calls us to worship. Jesus is not merely an addition to our lives—He is our life. He is the 
Creator, Sustainer, Head of the Church, and Savior. We must ask ourselves: Is Jesus preeminent in my 
life? Do I treasure Him above all else? The call of Colossians 1 is to see Christ as supreme and to live 
in joyful submission to Him. 

Abiding in Christ, 

Pastor Jason Pounds 









A NOTE FROM YOUR 

FBC BUILDING COMMITTEE 

Building Committee Update 
 

September 22, 2025 
 

Dear Beloved Congregation, 
 

A new chapter started with our building project this past month. We officially kicked off our 
Civil Engineering phase of the project and are eagerly looking forward to their input  into 
our site plan. During this phase we are refining the site plan that we developed with Studio 
4 into something more tangible.  We begin to apply consideration for water runoff, slopes, 
excavation, utilities, and how that all will play into the overall site plan. 
 

Currently we are working as a united effort with Studio 4 and Joe Ferowich (our civil        
engineer) to bring all ideas and considerations into a final site plan. Architecturally they are 
looking at the flow of spaces, the centrality of the common areas, and the safety of our 
church and children.  Civil is focused on minimizing any excavation work, detailing the 
slope of the property between the areas, and making sure that the layout is functional for our 
spaces. 
 

Our desired outcome from civil engineering is a final design for our site, and an                 
understanding of the cost requirements for the land development side of the project. Piecing 
together the land pricing components and the building pricing components, we can begin to 
understand the full scope of the project. We are still a bit out, but we are moving toward 
having the information we need to decide as a congregation the best path forward, and what 
the initial phases may look like. 
 

We humbly ask for your continued prayers—for our Staff, Trustees, and Building           
Committee—as we seek God’s will for our church and community. Please pray for us as the 
Spirit leads, and especially for wisdom, love, unity, clarity, and a deep desire to follow 
God’s will and timing in every step of this journey. 
 

Stay tuned for more updates, and let’s continue to trust in God's perfect timing and             
direction. 

Blessings, 

Daryl G. West 

Chairman - Building Committee 

Sweetwater First Baptist Church 

303 Wright St, Sweetwater, TN 37874 

(423) 271-7181 cell 

Building Committee Update

 

June 17, 2025

 

Coming Together!

 

Dear Beloved Congregation,

 

Exciting times as we finalize on the layout of the spaces on the property.
has incorporated all this information, along with our feedback, into the final layout drawing for the land.
design, and we are excited about how things have turned out.

 

Studio 4 has now started working on the building concept designs for the pavilion and the Family Life Center.
of the buildings showcasing the rooms and spaces within the buildings.
these building concepts very soon.

 

We are expecting bid requests to go out to Civil Engineering soon.
we need is included and that we are comparing apples to apples.
to begin working with.

 

Please keep in mind special prayers for our Staff, Trustees, and members of the Building Committee as we seek God
and our community.
for God

 

Stay tuned for further updates, and let









Be sure to join us in the fellowship hall for a special 

movie time. Popcorn will be freshly popped and 

ready to enjoy. Come for Fun and Fellowship! 





Men’s Ministry Camping Trip

October 10 – 11, 2025

Come and bring the boys for a time of fellowship, games, and fun on

our new property. We will begin setting up Friday afternoon and plan

on departure Saturday afternoon. Bring your tents or small RV, chairs,

and outdoor games. Porta Potty’s will be onsite. Signup in the

Vestibule.



Contact Us 
 

 

First Baptist Church 
303 Wright Street 
Sweetwater, TN 37874 
423-337-3533 
 
Website: 
office@sweetwaterfbc.org 

Our Mission: Spreading the light of Jesus by loving one another and 

glorifying God. 

Our Vision:  Engage in inspiring worship encourage spiritual growth, 

reach youth an young families, witness to the unsaved and minister to 

the physical, spiritual, and emotional needs of member and non-

members. 


