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Squandered Kingdom Opportunity 
 

14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to 
them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each   

according to his ability 
Mt 25:14–15.  

  

 I read a story about a young man who began as a clerk in a hardware store. Like many old hardware 
stores, the inventory included thousands of dollars worth of obsolete items that customers seldom requested. 
The young man was smart enough to know that no thriving business could carry such an inventory and show 
a healthy profit. He proposed a sale to get rid of the stuff. The owner was reluctant but finally agreed to let 
him set up a table in the middle of the store and try to sell a few of the oldest items. Every product was 
priced at ten cents. The sale was successful, and the young man got permission to run a second sale. It went 
over just as well. This gave the young man an idea, “Why not open a store that would sell only nickel and 
dime items?”  
 The young man proposed the idea to his boss, however, his boss was not enthusiastic about the idea. 
He said, “The plan will never work because you can’t find enough items to sell at a nickel and dime.” The 
young man was disappointed, but eventually went ahead on his own and made a fortune off the idea. His 
name was F.W. Woolworth. He was one of the pioneers of the five-and-dime store. It was among the most 
successful American and international five-and-dime businesses and created much of the modern retail  
model that stores follow worldwide today.  
 Talk about a missed opportunity. In the parable of the talents Jesus tells in Matthew 25, there is a 
missed opportunity. A man was going on a journey and needed to ensure that his property was well looked 
after while he was away. To accomplish this, he entrusted his possessions to his servants before leaving. 

Jesus is teaching us that every Christian has been given responsibility for the kingdom. Some people 
take this responsibility seriously and invest their lives wisely, while others squander it. The part of the    
kingdom that is entrusted to each of us is precious to the Lord. He is hurt by the mishandling of a lifetime of 
opportunity, but He rejoices over a lifetime well spent. He has given us what is His own to take care of. This 
is a sobering thought - we are stewards of kingdom resources. 

Notice a unique element in this parable. Each servant is entrusted with a different amount of property - 
five talents to one, two for the second, and one for the third - based on their ability. The Lord knows us and 
our full potential for serving the kingdom, which he designed into each of us when he created us. No one is 
given more than they can handle, but also no one is given less than they can handle. 

The person who has been given little is expected to make the most out of it. Each one of us is called to 
live up to our potential, with God's help and wisdom, for the sake of His kingdom. This stewardship is    
comprehensive, and it includes time, talents, spiritual gifts, energies, personality, experiences, attitudes, and 
material resources. 

What resources have you been given to steward for the Lord's kingdom, and how are you investing 
them? When Jesus returns to establish his kingdom, what will he declare over you? My prayer is that we 
will be rewarded for our stewardship and hear our loving master's praise: "Well done, good and faithful 
servant. Enter into the joy of your master." 

 

Abiding in Christ, 

Pastor Jason Pounds 









 
 
 
 

 

 

Operation Inasmuch United Day 

April 18, 2026 
SAVE THE DATE 

 

Sweetwater will have 7 churches working side by side on 

many different projects in our community on 1 day.  

Inasmuch United: A model where multiple churches or 

denominations collaborate for a larger, community-

wide impact and is a worldwide Christian ministry and 

model that equips churches to engage in Hands-on, 

community-based service projects, often called 

“Inasmuch Days,” to support the needy. It empowers 

congregations to “do the gospel” by addressing local 

needs through projects like food distribution, repairs, 

and care for vulnerable populations. 
 

There will be a place for YOU, yes YOU. 



LOCAL MISSIONS 
 

We are having a great time having Sunday School at Valley Park. 
 

Thanks to those who have brought breakfast. Also to those who 
come and teach. Ken and Loretta Hall leads the children’s class 
with Jacki West subbing in. 
 

Also thanks to Robert and Fairy Lambert, teaching every other 
week. 
 

A special thanks to Jacki Hicks and Yvonne Roy for being faithful 
each week. 
 

If you would like to help out anytime, please contact me. 
 

Phil Roy 
423-337-1212 



A NOTE FROM YOUR 

FBC BUILDING COMMITTEE 

Building Committee Update for March 
 

February 24, 2026 
 

Dear Beloved Congregation, 
 

The excavation bids have been received, and we are grateful for the strong       
responses. We are now carefully reviewing each proposal to ensure we are    
making accurate, “apples-to-apples” comparisons. This includes confirming that 
each bid reflects the full scope of work needed and that costs are aligned with 
the appropriate project phase.  
 

Staff, Trustees, and the Building Committee will be meeting with our civil       
engineering team to analyze and compare the proposals thoroughly. Our goal is 
to select an excavation partner who can faithfully and efficiently carry out this 
important first step in preparing our site. 
 

At the same time, we are working to define funding needs for Phase I, which    
includes grading and infrastructure work. Before we can build upward, we must 
first prepare a strong and level foundation. 
 

We look forward to bringing a recommendation to the congregation soon.   
 

Thank you for your continued prayers, patience, and support as we move       
forward — thoughtfully, carefully, seeking God’s timing, direction, wisdom, and 
discernment. 
 

Stay tuned for more updates and let us continue to trust in God's perfect timing 
and direction. 
 

. 

 
 

 

Blessings, 

Daryl G. West 

Chairman - Building Committee 

Sweetwater First Baptist Church 

303 Wright St, Sweetwater, TN 37874 

(423) 271-7181 cell 

















Palm Sunday 
March 29th, 2026 



Contact Us 
 

 

First Baptist Church 
303 Wright Street 
Sweetwater, TN 37874 
423-337-3533 
 
Website: 
office@sweetwaterfbc.org 

Our Mission: Spreading the light of Jesus by loving one another and 

glorifying God. 

Our Vision:  Engage in inspiring worship encourage spiritual growth, 

reach youth an young families, witness to the unsaved and minister to 

the physical, spiritual, and emotional needs of member and non-

members. 


