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The Judge Who Stood in the Dock 
 

“In the place of justice, even there was wickedness, and in the place of righteousness, 
even there was wickedness.” (Ecclesiastes 3:16) 

 
The Preacher of Ecclesiastes had seen enough of the world to lose his illusions about it. What troubled him 
most was not that wickedness existed—everyone knows that—but where he found it. He found it in the      
courtroom. In the one place appointed to set wrong right, wrong had made itself at home. When the remedy  
itself is corrupt, where do you go to appeal? 
 
Perhaps you know that feeling. You have watched someone get away with it. You have been failed by the very 
people who were supposed to protect you, or wronged by a system with no one to answer for it. The Preacher 
does not pretend otherwise. He looks straight at it and does not look away. 
 
And yet, in the very next breath, he says something his own eyes could not prove: “God will judge the righteous 
and the wicked” (3:17). He does not explain away what he saw. He does not abandon what he believes. He 
holds both—what his eyes report and what his heart trusts—and leaves them side by side. His confidence rests 
not on any human court, but on the promise that God has appointed a time for every matter, including justice. 
 
Israel waited a long time for a King whose throne would rest, as the psalmist said, on righteousness and justice 
(Psalm 97:2)—a King who would judge the poor with equity and never be bought. That King has come. But 
here is the wonder the Preacher could not yet see. Before Jesus takes his seat as the Judge of all the earth, he 
first stood in the dock as the accused. 
 
He stood in the place of justice—and wickedness was there. Pilate declared three times that he found no guilt in 
him, and handed him over anyway. The Holy and Righteous One was condemned by the unrighteous. The one 
court that never should have failed, failed utterly—and delivered the innocent to death. 
 
But do not miss what God was doing inside that perversion of justice. The Righteous One was condemned by 
the wicked—and for the wicked. “Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring 
us to God” (1 Peter 3:18). At the very moment human justice failed most completely, divine justice was most 
fully satisfied, so that God might be both just and the one who justifies all who trust in Jesus. 
 
And then the reversal: the condemned man is the coming Judge. God “has fixed a day on which he will judge 
the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed,” and he proved it by raising him from the dead 
(Acts 17:31). So if you are weary of a world where wickedness sits where justice should be, hear this. The 
Judge is not distant from your wound. He has stood where you stand, under a verdict he did not deserve—and 
his vindication is the promise of yours. 
 

“The righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God.”  — 1 Peter 3:18 

 
Abiding In Christ,                                                                                                           

Pastor Jason Pounds 











Mission trip available for everyone!! 
 

It is just down the street, right here in Sweetwater. 
Don’t have to travel far. 

You pick which Sunday you would like to be involved. 
There is a place for everyone, bring the family. 

We have Sunday School each Sunday from 9:00 to 
10:30 am. 

There are classes for both children and adults, with 
breakfast being served each Sunday. 

 

Come and join Ken and Loretta Hall, Jacki Hicks, Yvonne 
and Phil Roy. 



https://haunsinafrica.com  



 

KJ celebrated her 11th birthday 
last month. Thanks to all of you 
who sent her birthday cards and 
well wishes. 
 

Generous folks from Seminole FBC do-
nated money allowing us to fulfill her 
wish of going to northern Ghana's Mole 
National Park for her birthday. She got to 
see elephants right outside our hotel 
room! 
 
KJ also recently aced her fifth-grade end-
of-year assessments and will be starting 
6th grade next month.  

 

 

William had a productive trip filming the work of  Send Relief's Serve Tour in France 
last month. He spent most of  his time with the teams in Paris but also went down to 
Marseille. The whole project was a big   encouragement to the Baptist churches in 
France where the American volunteers served. You can learn more about Serve 
Tour and see the list of  upcoming opportunities to join them in the US and overseas. 
 
It was also a joy for William to take some time off  and visit with the Darriet family in 
southern France. Madame Darriet was William's high school French teacher in the 
90s and we have stayed close to their     family for over three decades!!! They hosted 
him well and fed him so much cheese, chocolate, pastries and other French delicacies 
(like oysters and snails.  

Serve Tour France  

https://us.list-manage.com/rHM0a82oWf0?e=aaea425414&c2id=6243dfd6129be709167511ee4751e785
https://us.list-manage.com/rHM0a82oWf0?e=aaea425414&c2id=6243dfd6129be709167511ee4751e785
https://us.list-manage.com/cr_CN7RTBVb?e=aaea425414&c2id=6243dfd6129be709167511ee4751e785
https://us.list-manage.com/cr_CN7RTBVb?e=aaea425414&c2id=6243dfd6129be709167511ee4751e785
https://us.list-manage.com/SVq1ckQit4A?e=aaea425414&c2id=6243dfd6129be709167511ee4751e785
https://us.list-manage.com/ybvsfiX9IE_?e=aaea425414&c2id=6243dfd6129be709167511ee4751e785
https://us.list-manage.com/ybvsfiX9IE_?e=aaea425414&c2id=6243dfd6129be709167511ee4751e785
https://us.list-manage.com/ciNrRe_lrpo?e=aaea425414&c2id=6243dfd6129be709167511ee4751e785
https://us.list-manage.com/ciNrRe_lrpo?e=aaea425414&c2id=6243dfd6129be709167511ee4751e785








Contact Us 
 

 

First Baptist Church 
303 Wright Street 
Sweetwater, TN 37874 
423-337-3533 
 
Website: 
office@sweetwaterfbc.org 

Our Mission: Spreading the light of Jesus by loving one another and 

glorifying God. 

Our Vision:  Engage in inspiring worship encourage spiritual growth, 

reach youth an young families, witness to the unsaved and minister to 

the physical, spiritual, and emotional needs of member and non-

members. 


