
The Columbarium of Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church 
9800 Preston Road, Dallas, Texas  75230 

www.phpc.org/columbarium 
214.368.6348, ext. 113 

Information for Persons Interested in Purchasing Rights of Inurnment 

We are pleased that you are considering purchasing a Right of Inurnment in the Columbarium of 
Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church.  The information listed below will assist you in choosing the 
niche(s) you wish to purchase and completing the application forms for submission. 

You should indicate on your Application the location you prefer for your niche(s).  You may go 
to the Columbarium and using the Columbarium Niche Charts (located at the entrance to the 
Columbarium from inside the Church-the north Chapel hallway) you may determine which niches 
are available for purchase.  You may also go online to the PHPC website, 
www.phpc.org/columbarium to review the available niches.  If someone has already chosen the 
niche you selected, we will call and discuss with you the selection of another niche location near 
the one you requested. 

A completed Application should contain two things: 

1) A completed Application to Purchase a Right of Inurnment (including the back/second
page Inscription Form); and

2) Payment in the amount of $2,500 either by check made out to Preston Hollow Presbyterian
Church with the notation, “Columbarium”; or if you pay by credit card, please be sure to
include the name as it appears on your credit card, your credit card number and date of
expiration on your application.

After verifying the information on your Application, the Columbarium Committee will return a 
photocopy of your complete Application to you, along with a Certificate of Right of Inurnment. 

Please remember that due to the size of the Columbarium niches, the only urn that may be used is 
the urn furnished by the Columbarium at no additional cost. 

Remember that when you purchase a Right of Inurnment you agree to abide by the Rules, Policies, 
and Regulations Related to the Columbarium as approved by the Session.  Therefore, please read 
this document carefully.   

Please return your completed Application to the Church Office, 9800 Preston Road, Dallas, 
Texas  75230.  If you have additional questions, please contact Allison Lorimer, Columbarium 
Committee Chair, 214-587-3694, lorimer803@gmail.com.  

1/01/2025 



The Columbarium of Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church 
9800 Preston Road, Dallas, Texas 75230 

APPLICATION TO PURCHASE A RIGHT OF INURNMENT – Page 1 of 2 pages 
(Please Print Clearly - Separate Application Required for Each Niche) 

Full Name of Applicant:__________________________________________ Application No.:______________________ 
         (LEAVE BLANK) 

Street Address:________________________________________ City, State, Zip:________________________________ 

Telephone: (  )___________________________________E-Mail :___________________________________________ 

Niche Requested (Subject to Approval):  Wall (A-G) ___________ Column No. __________ Row (A-F) ___________ 

Eligibility for Purchase Due To:  PHPC Member ____; OR Former PHPC Member ____ in years _______--_______; 

   OR Relative of PHPC Member (name) __________________________________ Relationship __________________ 

Full Name(s) of Eligible Person(s) Who Will be Inurned: 

Person 1:  Name ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

       Address ________________________________________ City, State, Zip __________________________________

Relationship to Applicant _________________________________________________________________________ 

Person 2: Name ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

       Address ________________________________________ City, State, Zip __________________________________ 

       Relationship to Applicant _________________________________________________________________________ 

Terms of Purchase: 

1. Full Payment of $2,500 Submitted with Application by:  Check (#__________) OR   Credit Card (__________) If

Credit Card: Only Visa ___ or Mastercard ___, #_________________________________ Exp. Date____/_____

Name and billing address exactly as it appears on credit card

______________________________________________________________________________________________

2. The Applicant agrees that the Columbarium Rules, Policies and Regulations governing operation of the Columbarium as now
existing or which may exist in the future are a part of this application for all purposes, and acknowledges receipt of a copy of the
existing Rules, Policies and Regulations.

3. The Applicant understands and acknowledges that Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church and its authorized agents and
representatives shall be liable only for acts of gross negligence and intentional wrongdoing, and in no event shall any such party
be liable for any monetary awards in excess of the reservation fee paid by the applicant.

Applicant’s Signature: ____________________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

050104 

1/01/2025 

COMPLETE ALL INFORMATION REQUESTED ABOVE - DO NOT WRITE IN THIS BOX 

Application Received by: ______________________________________ Date _______________________ 

Application Approved by Columbarium Committee: Date____________ Certificate No. ______________ 



Application Number: __            _________ 
(Leave Blank) 

The Columbarium of Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church 

INDIVIDUAL NICHE INSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 
Page 2 of Application to Purchase a Right of Inurnment 

To the Columbarium Committee of Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church: 

Subject to the Rules, Policies and Regulations of the Columbarium Committee, you are hereby requested 
and authorized to place on the plaque(s) for Niche Number: Wall (A-G) _______, Column _______,  
Row (A-F) ______, in which the cremains of______________________________________________________ 
and ________________________________________________________ have been or are registered to be 
inurned, the following engraved inscriptions: 

 Inscription for First Plaque (please print carefully): 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
(First, Last) OR (First, Middle, Last) OR (First, Middle-Initial, Last) 

Date of Birth: _________________________ Date of Death: ___________________________ 
(Month, xx, xxxx)    (Month, xx, xxxx) 

[If deceased, cremains:  _____ are available; OR   ____are not available for inurnment] [Date of Inurnment: ____________] 
Leave Blank 

Inscription for Second Plaque (please print carefully): 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 
(First, Last) OR (First, Middle, Last) OR (First, Middle-Initial, Last) 

Date of Birth: _________________________ Date of Death: _______________________________ 
(Month, xx, xxxx)    (Month, xx, xxxx) 

[If deceased, cremains: ______ are available; OR   _____ are not available for inurnment]  [Date of Inurnment:___________] 
Leave Blank 

 I/We request that the First Plaque_____   OR   Second Plaque _____   OR   First to Die_____ 
 be located in the upper position on the niche face.  (If only one plaque, it will be centered.)  

I certify that the above inscription text is correct and any changes shall be made at my expense. 

Signed: __________________________________________________ Date: _______________________ 

Authority for request (check one): ___ Owner of Right; ___ Owner’s Heir; ___ Executor; 
OR   ___ Administrator. 

COMPLETE ALL INFORMATION REQUESTED ABOVE - DO NOT WRITE IN THIS BOX 

Acknowledged for the Columbarium Committee: 

Signed _______________________________Date _________________Certificate No. _________ 

01/01/2025 
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RULES, POLICIES AND REGULATIONS RELATED TO THE 

COLUMBARIUM OF 

PRESTON HOLLOW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
9800 Preston Road, Dallas, Texas 75230 

As Amended and Approved by the Session on October 23, 2023 

I. PURPOSE

The Columbarium of Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church (the “Columbarium” and the “Church”) has

been created to provide a space for depositing (“inurnment” of) cremated remains (“cremains”) of

deceased Church members and other eligible persons.

II. GOVERNANCE

A. The Columbarium Committee (the “Committee”).   The Columbarium is owned by and is part

of the Church.  The Committee administers, operates and maintains the Columbarium under a

delegation of authority from the Session.

B. Committee Membership and Appointment.  The Committee shall consist of at least seven (7)

persons, all of whom shall be members of the Church (the “Congregational Committee

Members”) except for one, who shall be an ordained minister on the Church’s staff (the

“Minister”).

1. The Congregational Committee Members, at least one of which shall be an

ordained Elder, shall be appointed by the Church’s “Pastor” (head of staff) and

shall serve three (3) year terms; provided, however, two of the initial

Congregational Committee Members shall serve only a one (1) year term and

another two (2) of the initial Congregational Committee Members shall serve

only a two (2) year term.  The Pastor’s appointments of the Congregational

Committee Members shall be subject to Session approval and confirmation. Any

Congregational Committee Member may serve two successive three (3) year

terms and may not be reappointed to serve again until having been off the

Committee for at least one year.  The initial terms of the Congregational

Committee Members that are less than three (3) years shall not be considered in

applying this rule.  The Congregational Committee Members serve at the pleasure

of the Session.

2. The Minister shall be appointed by the Pastor from time to time as the Pastor

deems Appropriate.

C. Committee Functions and Duties.  The Committee shall have authority to:

1. Elect its own Chairman, Vice Chairman and Secretary/Treasurer.

2. Subject to approval by the Session, adopt its own internal rules and operating

procedures, including the dates and times of regular meetings, the procedures for

calling special meetings, the establishment of a quorum and the procedures by

which votes are taken or decisions are made.   In the absence of the adoption of

any such internal rules and operating procedures, the quorum shall be a majority

of the Committee’s members, and actions shall be taken upon a majority vote of

the Committee members in attendance.

3. Subject to approval by the Session and consistent with these Rules, Policies and

Regulations, establish policies for the sale of niches and the inurnment of

cremains, and adopt and utilize contracts, forms and other documents necessary

for or incidental to such sales and inurnments.

4. Receive proceeds from the sales of niches and make disbursements or

expenditures as the Committee deems necessary for the proper administration,

operation and maintenance of the Columbarium, subject to accounting for such

financial transactions to the Session upon request, but in any event, not less than

once a year.  The Committee shall also establish and maintain in the Church’s

name such account or accounts with financial institutions as the Committee
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deems necessary in which to deposit receipts related to the Columbarium, 

including the proceeds from the sale of niches, and from which to make the 

disbursements or expenditures related to the Columbarium 

5. Generally administer, operate and maintain the Columbarium consistent with

these Rules, Polices and Regulations and the physical plans submitted to and

approved by the Session, and maintain all records and documentation relating to

the Columbarium, the sale of niches and all inurnments in the Columbarium

III. ELIGIBILITY FOR INURNMENT

Inurnment in the Columbarium shall be limited to the cremains of any member or past member of

PHPC, and members of his or her immediate family.  Members of his or her immediate family shall

include: spouse of the member or past member; parents, step-parents, grandparents or step-grandparents

of the member or past member; siblings and step-siblings of the member or past member; the spouses of

siblings and step-siblings of the member or past-member; children or step-children of the member or

past member; the spouses of children or step-children of any member or past member; and

grandchildren or step-grandchildren of any member or past member.  Any minister or former minister

and his or her spouse and member of his or her immediate family (as defined above) are also eligible.

Requests for the inurnment of others may be honored if recommended by the Committee and approved

by the Session.

IV. FEES

The current one-time fee for the right of inurnment in the Columbarium is $2,500 per niche.  This fee

includes up to two (2) urns, all costs directly associated with inurnment, inscription of names and dates,

and perpetual care of the Columbarium.  It does not include the cost of cremation, transportation and

other off-premises cost.  The fee may be changed in the future by the Committee if approved by the

Session.  Current holders of Inurnment Rights will neither be reimbursed nor assessed additional costs if

the fee changes.

V. PURCHASE OF NICHES

Each Niche in the Columbarium shall have a capacity of two urns.  To purchase a niche, an eligible

person should obtain a Columbarium packet from the Church office; this packet contains a copy of the

Columbarium Brochure, the Columbarium Rules, Policies and Regulations and all applicable forms.

The applicant should complete all appropriate forms and submit them, with payment in full, to the

Committee.  A member of the Committee will contact the applicant to ensure that all information is

correct and then submit the application to the Committee for final approval.  When the application is

approved, the applicant (now “Owner”) will be issued a Certificate of Right of Inurnment

(“Certificate”).

VI. SELECTION OF NICHES

When an application has been approved, the applicant will have the right to select any niche(s) which

may be available at that time.  If more than one application shall have been approved on the same date,

the rights of preference shall be based on the date and time the completed applications are received.  No

more niches will be sold to a family than those necessary to inurn the cremains of all eligible persons in

that family, with two urns to a niche.

VII. WAIVER OF FEES

Whenever he or she deems it appropriate, any called minister of the Church shall have the right to waive

any part of or all the payment for a niche for anyone otherwise eligible, and who has recently died or for

whom death is imminent. This shall be done discreetly, and the niche can be selected without prejudice

from any of the remaining unsold niches by the person in need or his/her survivor(s).

VIII. MANNER OF OWNERS’ DELIVERING OF ORDERS

The Church and the Committee shall be held responsible only for written orders given in person or by

certified mail, and shall not be held responsible for any mistake occurring due to the lack of precise

written instructions as to either the inscription upon or the location of the niche where inurnment is

desired.

IX. INURNMENT PROCEDURES

A. Services.  Only an ordained minister serving Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church, or an

ordained minister invited by the Pastor of the Church, shall be authorized to officiate at an
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inurnment service in the Columbarium.  The committal service shall be at the convenience of 

the Pastor or minister and the family of the deceased to be inurned. 

B. Urns.  The only urn that may be used for inurning cremains in the Columbarium shall be the urn 

provided by the Committee and included in the fee charged for the niche.  The name of the 

deceased shall be permanently affixed to the urn. 

C. Inscription on Niches. 

1. Uniformity of Inscription:  The inscription shall be the uniform size and style as 

determined by the Committee.  The purchase price of the inurnment rights shall 

include the cost of such inscription. 

2. Conformity of Text:  The maximum inscription shall consist of the following: 

   (top line)  FIRST AND MIDDLE NAME(S) OF THE DECEASED 

  (middle line) LAST NAME OF THE DECEASED 

    (bottom line) DATE OF BIRTH DATE OF DEATH  

      (Month (as Jan., Mar. Apr.), Date (XX), Year (XXXX) 

3. Correctness of Inscription:  An inscription order form will be provided in the 

Columbarium Packet, and shall be typed or printed in ink, and signed by the 

person or persons entitled to do so.  Arrangements for the inscription, in 

accordance with the name and dates so furnished, will be made by the Secretary.  

The Church and the Committee shall be responsible only for such errors in the 

inscription as might be made by the party doing the inscription which deviates 

from the name and dates as filled in on the signed inscription order form. 

X. FLOWERS, ORNAMENTS AND DECORATIONS 

A. Floral Regulations.  Flowers or plants may be placed in the Columbarium area only as       

directed by the Committee 

B. Prohibited Ornaments.  The use of felt, crushed silk, or any other cloth in a Columbarium niche 

is prohibited.  The placing of any items, such as toys, signs, wreaths, ornaments, or any other 

article not provided by the Committee, shall not be permitted in or near the Columbarium area.  

Any of these items may be removed by the Committee and disposed of without notice or 

liability to the owner. 

XI. OWNER’S OBLIGATION OF NOTIFICATION 

The owner of inurnment rights has an obligation to keep the Church notified concerning his or her 

current address, ownership changes and related information. 

XII. PERPETUAL CARE FUND 

A. Funds from the sale of niches in excess of initial construction costs and associated expenses 

shall be maintained by the Church, under direction of the Committee, as a perpetual care fund 

for the upkeep of the Columbarium, including the following: 

1. Routine Maintenance. 

2. Floral arrangements and seasonal plantings. 

3. Inscription and installation of engraved plaques on niches following inurnment. 

4. Insurance as required. 

5. Future additions, modifications and/or repairs to the Columbarium. 

6. Other uses at the discretion of the Columbarium Committee, subject to Session 

approval. 

 

B.  Funds raised from the sale of niches in excess of the above expenses each year may be used by 

the Church if the Columbarium Committee finds the balance in the Perpetual Care Fund and 

donations to the Columbarium sufficient to meet the Columbarium’s current and future needs.   

XIII. TRANSFER OR ASSIGNMENTS 

A. Right of First Refusal.  The Committee retains the right of first refusal to purchase the unused 

inurnment rights from any owner of such rights at the then current standard purchase price or 

the original purchase price, whichever is the lower, prior to the transfer or assignment of said 

rights to any other owner.  Any new owner would have to meet the criteria in Article III of this 

document, Eligibility for Inurnment, and would be subject to approval by the Committee. 
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B. Removal.  Cremains remain the property of the family or estate of the deceased.  If cremains 

from one or both persons listed on the Certificate have been inurned in their niche and the 

survivors wish to remove all the cremains, rights to the niche will revert to the Church, with no 

compensation due to the Owner’s estate. 

C. Niche Use.  No cremains may be inurned in any niche except those for persons listed on the 

Certificate of Right of Inurnment for that niche. 

XIV. TITLE AND RETAINED RIGHTS 

The holder of a Certificate acquires no property rights in the Columbarium, any of its niches or any of 

the Church’s property.  Legal title to the Columbarium and all niches remain with the Church at all 

times.  The Certificate attests only to the right to inurn the cremains of the person(s) named on the 

Certificate in the specific niche also stated in the Certificate.  Assignment of cremains to a specific niche 

shall constitute only a license to use such niche pursuant to these Rules, Policies and Regulations, as 

amended from time to time.  In the event of a discrepancy between the Certificate and the administrative 

records maintained by the Committee, the latter shall take preference. 

XV. REMOVAL OF CREMAINS BY THE CHURCH 

A. Cremains may not be removed from the Columbarium without the written consent of (a) the 

Church and (b) the Owner (or his or her legal representative or successors) of the Right of 

Inurnment.  The rules stated in this section, Transfer or Assignment, shall apply. 

B. In the event that the Columbarium requires repairs in order to maintain its integrity, the Owner 

agrees to permit the temporary removal of any cremains until those repairs are completed. 

XVI. SECURITY OF CREMAINS 

The Church shall not willfully take any action or willfully fail to do any act that would result in the loss, 

destruction, or desecration of any cremains in niches.  The holder(s) of the Inurnment Rights will 

assume the risk of the loss, destruction or desecration of the decedent’s cremains from any or all other 

causes. 

XVII. TERMINATION OF THE COLUMBARIUM 

The Right of Inurnment will continue as long as the present Church edifice stands and is owned 

by the Church.  If the present edifice is to be sold or demolished, and a replacement 

Columbarium will not be furnished at the new site, the Right of Inurnment will cease.  In that 

event, the Church will notify the Owner (or his or her legal representative successors) that they 

must remove the cremains from the niche.  If no one of such persons removes the cremains 

within a reasonable time or if no one of such persons can be contacted within a legal time, the 

Church has the right to relocate the cremains as it deems proper.  No refund of any amount for 

the Inurnment Rights will be made. 

XVIII. PERSONAL CONDUCT IN THE COLUMBARIUM AREA 

The Columbarium is part of the Church and all persons in the Columbarium area are expected 

to conduct themselves in accordance with customary good decorum as normally observed in a 

Presbyterian Church.  The Pastor and the Committee are empowered to enforce these rules and 

regulations and to exclude from the Columbarium area any person(s) violating these rules and 

regulations. 

XIX. PROTECTION AGAINST LOSS 

The Church may carry such insurance for its own benefit upon the Columbarium and contents 

as the Committee sees fit; however, there is no obligation upon the Church or the Committee to 

provide any insurance for the benefit of the inurnment right holders. 

XX. AMENDMENT OR WAIVER OF OPERATING RULES 

The Session of the Church may, at any time, amend, repeal, suspend, or waive any or all of the 

rules and requirements of these Rules, Policies and Regulations.  Waiver of any rule or 

requirement shall not be construed, unless specifically so stated by the Session, to constitute a 

continuing waiver of that rule or requirement with respect to any situation or occurrence arising 

thereafter. 

 
10/23/2023    



THE COLUMBARIUM OF PRESTON HOLLOW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
9800 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75230 

Dear Members of Preston Hollow, 

As you are planning for an inurnment in the PHPC Columbarium, a major decision will be the 

selection of a funeral home or crematorium for the cremation. Because it is important that you 

are comfortable with the funeral home that cares for your loved one, a sample list of funeral 

homes/crematoriums in the Dallas area has been provided to assist you in the selection process. 

Please note, PHPC does not endorse any particular one and this list is not exhaustive of all 

possibilities. We encourage you to plan and pre-arrange the cremation, but you may want to delay 

pre-payment to maintain flexibility if your plans should change. 

To be inurned in the PHPC Columbarium, you will be requesting a “direct or simple cremation” 

from the funeral home.  This means that there will be a cremation of the remains at the funeral 

home but no on-site memorial service and normally, no viewing. Once the cremains are delivered 

to PHPC, they will be placed in a permanent urn, provided by our church. 

On the attached list of funeral homes, you will find the quoted base price for a direct cremation, 

plus other information that the funeral homes provided. Please note, there is a wide variation in 

costs for very similar services. 

Generally, the base cost of a direct cremation includes the following: 
- Pick-up/ transfer of the deceased from the place of death in the Metro area
- Assistance with filing the death certificate, cremation permit and other paperwork
- Refrigeration, if needed, usually for 2-4 days
- Cremation
- Alternative temporary cremation container to transport cremains back to family or PHPC
- Publishing an obituary on that funeral home’s website
- If your loved one was a Vet, the funeral home can set up “military honors”.  They normally
contact the local VA to make arrangements.

Additional costs may include: 
- Cremation permit fee - Dallas County is $30
- Death certificates - $21 for the first certificate, $4 each additional certificate ordered
- Removal of pacemaker, body weight over 250 pounds or pick-up of body outside Metro area
- Obituary in Dallas Morning News
- A requested viewing time for immediate family (usually not part of a “direct” cremation)

As you and your family are considering these preparations, we are honored to share such a sacred 

and holy time with your family. Please know that the PHPC staff and members of the 

Columbarium Committee are always available to assist you, answer questions or hear your 

concerns. 

Your friends in God’s covenant community, 

The PHPC Columbarium Committee 

Updated 10/2023 



Updated December 2025 

Sample Survey of Funeral Homes/Crematoriums in Dallas Metro Area 

The list below is only a sample, not a complete list of funeral homes in the Dallas area that provide “direct or 
simple crema:on”.  Please contact and verify prices and services included in the base cost.  Prices typically do 
not include crema:on permit or death cer:ficate fees.  PHPC does not endorse any par:cular provider nor 
guarantee accuracy/completeness of the informa:on provided below. 

Provider Phone/Website Base Cost of Direct/Simple 
Crema:on 

All Texas Crema:ons 
101 E. Park Blvd., Ste. 600, Plano, 
75074 

972-516-3833
www.alltexascrema:on.com

$795 + fees – 
online/phone 
arrangement; can request 
in-person visit 

Aria (John P. Brooks Family Funeral 
Homes) 
10116 E. Northwest Hwy., Dallas 75238 
1820 N. Beltline Rd., Irving, 75061 
19310 Preston Rd., Dallas, 75252 

214-340-8008
972-607-4400
214-306-6700
www.ariacrema:on.com

$2,120 + fees 

Local Crema:on & Funerals 
800 E Campbell Rd; Suite 137; 
Richardson, TX 75081 

214-343-4040
www.localcrema:onandfunerals.com

$1,095 + fees 

Neptune Society of Plano 
3000 Custer Road, Suite 260; Plano, 
75075 

972-432-7721
www.neptunesociety.com

$2,000 if not preplanned 
(Note: 2023 pricing) 

North Dallas Funeral Home (John P. 
Brooks Family Funeral Homes) 
2710 Valley View Lane, Dallas, 75234 

972-883-8644
www.northdallasfuneralhome.com

$2,295 + fees (PHPC Rate 
may be lower; tell them 
you are PHPC member) 

Restland of Dallas 
13005 Greenville Ave., Dallas, 75243 

469-925-1436
www.restlandfuneralhome.com

$3,913 for basic crema:on 
(Note: 2023 pricing) 

Simple Crema:ons 
17330 Preston Rd, Ste. 200D, Dallas, 
75252 

 
214-935-5360 
www.simplecrema:on.org 

$995 + fees – 
online/phone arrangement 

Sparkman/Hillcrest Funeral Home 
(Dignity Memorial) 
7405 W. Northwest Hwy., Dallas 75225 
Sparkman Funeral Home Richardson 
(Dignity Memorial)  
2019 S. Greenville Ave., Richardson, 
75081 

 
214-363-5401 
www.dignitymemorial.com 
 
972-238-7855 
www.dignitymemorial.com 

$9,525 
 
 
(Note: 2023 pricing) 

Ted Dickey Funeral Home (Dignity 
Memorial) 
17501 N. Dallas Pkwy., Dallas 75287 
2128 18th St., Plano, 75074 

972-407-6070 
www.dignitymemorial.com 

$2,295 

TLC Crema:ons (Hughes Family 
Funeral Service) 
9700 Webb Chapel Rd., Dallas, 75220 

214-941-9592 
TLCcrema:on.com 

$795 + fees–online/phone 
arrangement; crema:on 
done onsite 




