
Call To Action

The Architecture Lobby issues official
statement on the Green New Deal
By Sydney Franklin  •  June 25, 2019  •  National, News, Professional Practice

The Architecture Lobby has outlined four key guidelines for architects who want to support the Green New Deal. (Via

Flickr/Gage Skidmore)
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The Architecture Lobby (TAL) has come out in support of the Green New Deal, the sweeping piece of
potential legislation that’s aiming to transform the U.S. economy and help combat climate change and
economic inequality. In an official online statement, TAL called on architects, designers, and allies within
similar disciplines to support the resolution through four points of action: by reforming practice,
redefining resilience, reassessing technology, and re-empowering labor. 

“In order to tackle decarbonization efforts more effectively, the way we work and the way the profession is
structured must change,” TAL argued. “Architects must reject the current model of practice as a service
profession responding rapidly to private capital… Architectural work for the Green New Deal must not
become another conduit for accumulating wealth at the top.” 

In other words, architects must look beyond design and at the bigger picture by becoming activists in the
industry for smart and equitable collaborations that benefit all. TAL wrote that architects must also refuse to
work with clients, manufacturers, or any company whose values “do not support a transformative
redistribution of power.” This includes rejecting groups who utilize unfair labor practices, and holding
government agencies accountable by both participating in civic processes and policy development, as well as
demanding a uniform contact and fee schedule from municipalities.
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The principles outlined by TAL also encouraged architects to “advocate for carbon neutral affordable
housing for all” and help configure new ways to finance such projects other than private development
dollars. Additionally, architects must understand that, in the fight against climate change and social injustice,
“technology is not neutral,” and it’s important to recognize the power structures behind its development. 

In the same vein, TAL urged architects to recognize that advances in technology will inevitably change the
way the built environment is designed and constructed, so it’s key to “be deliberate about automation in the
profession” and make sure any jobs lost are replaced by reskilling, “so that solving one crisis does not cause
another.” According to TAL, “there can be no sustainable worldwithout sustainable labor practices.”  

TAL’s statement on the Green New Deal comes months after the American Institute of Architectsissued its
support. Around that time, AN spoke with a handful of architects across the country to detail their reactions
to the draft legislation and what goals they have for achieving a carbon-free economy, social equality, and
more. For TAL’s full vision of architects’ role within the Green New Deal, read more here.
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