The Enchanted World – short song descriptions and comments

The Circle 

This song sprang from a conversation with one of our ranching neighbors and is dedicated to the Lesters, the Olivers, and to ranchers everywhere.
The Greatest Mystery

This song, inspired by the late author Max Evans, speaks of the wonder of that implicit harmony that seems to surround us in the natural world. We heard Andy sing this song just after he wrote it, in the lobby of the Holland Hotel in Alpine, Texas while attending the Lone Star Cowboy Poetry Gathering, and immediately fell in love.
The Enchanted World

A song about the power we have to choose how we see the world. Thanks to Paul Pearcy for joining us on drums.
The Perfect Dance

A song Teri and Rod wrote about the eternal dance of the yin and the yang and finding our way through the dichotomy of it all. With special guest Dexter Payne on clarinet, and Paul on drums and spoons.
It's Cause You Lived

A song that is all too autobiographical, between the three of us! Like the saying goes, getting old ain't for sissies, but we think it's better than the alternative. Thanks to special guest Jimmy Stadler on piano, with Paul on drums.
At the Foot of the Mountain

We were honored to contribute to our friend Eliza Gilkyson's brilliant 2022 release “Songs From the River Wind”, and this song seemed to speak to us as a Rifters tune. It's Eliza's love song to the Taos area, with music by the great John Gorka.
The Dollar Worth of Mother Earth

This is a powerful plea from a couple of western voices, to love and honor this incredible enchanted world we live on. Thanks to Jimmy for joining us on piano, with Paul on drums.
Tres Pies

While experiencing some health challenges and limitations in 2022, Don was inspired by the memory of his old friend Buddy Wilson's three-legged constant companion, who always made the best of things. With Paul on the brushes.
The Wonder of You

Yeah, it's an amazing world, but the purest beauty we will ever find is in our dear loved ones. Thanks to Don's brother Diamond Jim Richmond for the sweet steel, and Michael Hearne for the lovely guitar.
Nothing Is Free

Jim came across this cool tune from the Colorado duo Moors and McCumber and thought it would make a fun Rifters romp – and so it does! Featuring Jim on lead vocal and a couple of different basses, with Paul on hand drum.
That Lucky Old Sun

Rod seems to have a dusty mental basement full of great old songs from who knows where – this classic spilled out one day in the studio when he just sat down to play it for us – and that was the take!
So Many Different Things

“The world is so full of a number of things – I'm sure we should all be as happy as kings” goes the old nursery rhyme – and so it is. Thanks to Eliza Gilkyson for contributing the harmony, and to Diamond Jim for the fiddle, Michael Hearne for the lead guitar, and Paul for the cool “hands on snare” drums.
At the Rail

Too many have gone over it. Here's to those we've lost, and those who've pulled back from the edge.
Gentle on My Mind

We're all fans of the great John Hartford, and thought his classic song would be a good way to end our journey through the enchanted world, with each of us trading off on lead vocals. Thanks to Pete Wernick on banjo and Michael Hearne on lead guitar for joining us on this great picking tune.
