[bookmark: _z249lhnc3lxx]Parent Communication Letters Re: Unit (English)

Dear Families,
I'm excited to share that we are beginning a new 6-week unit in English Language Arts focused on John Steinbeck's classic novel Of Mice and Men. This unit will explore the essential question: "Why do people hold onto dreams even when they seem impossible?"
[bookmark: _91kcijklh58p]Why This Unit Matters
Through this unit, your student will:
· Read and analyze a powerful work of American literature set during the Great Depression
· Explore themes of dreams, hope, dignity, and social justice
· Develop critical thinking and analytical writing skills
· Make connections between literature and real-world experiences
· Create a meaningful project that honors both academic skills and personal/family stories
This unit is designed to be culturally responsive and sustaining—we value and honor the diverse experiences of our students and families. Your student will have opportunities to connect the novel's themes to their own lives and communities.
[bookmark: _7jxv1tkl646q]What We'll Be Reading
Of Mice and Men (1937) tells the story of two migrant workers, George and Lennie, during the Great Depression of the 1930s. They dream of owning their own land, but face enormous obstacles. The novel examines how different characters—including marginalized individuals—need dreams to maintain hope and dignity in difficult circumstances.
Content Note 
[bookmark: _oz3y8aq616iw]The novel contains mature themes including:
· Poverty and economic hardship
· Discrimination (racism, sexism, ableism)
· Violence
· A tragic ending
These themes will be discussed thoughtfully and in age-appropriate ways. The novel is part of the standard 9th-grade curriculum and offers important opportunities to discuss social justice, empathy, and the human experience.
[bookmark: _sjsn4tn92v2k]The Performance Task: Two Options
At the end of the unit, your student will complete a performance task. They will choose between two options based on their interests and strengths:
OPTION A: "Dreams Across Generations" Project
· Your student will interview a family member, community member, or trusted adult about their dreams (past and present)
· They will then connect that person's experiences to a character from the novel
· The interview can be conducted in Spanish or English—whichever is most comfortable
· Final product can be an essay, presentation, video, or digital scrapbook
OPTION B: "Dreams Analysis Portfolio"
· Your student will create a comprehensive portfolio analyzing three characters' dreams from the novel
· This option is more text-focused and involves deep literary analysis
· Final product is a portfolio with character profiles, comparative essay, and reflection
Both options require students to demonstrate understanding of the novel's themes, use textual evidence, and reflect on why dreams matter.
[bookmark: _mf677xc1v3p3]How You Can Support Your Student
Throughout the unit:
1. Ask questions about what they're reading and learning:
· "What happened in the book today?"
· "Which character's dream is most interesting to you?"
· "How does this connect to our family or community?"
2. Make connections to current events, family experiences, or community stories
· Discuss dreams that people in your family or community have pursued
· Talk about obstacles people face and how they maintain hope
3. Encourage consistent work habits:
· Daily reading (15-20 minutes)
· Keeping up with the Character Dreams Tracker
· Starting the performance task early (Week 4)
If your student chooses Option A: 
[bookmark: _kblgnfbb3ahv]4. Be open to being interviewed (if you're comfortable sharing your story!)
· The interview will take 15-20 minutes
· Questions will focus on dreams, hopes, obstacles, and what keeps people going
· You can speak in Spanish or English—whichever you prefer
· You can choose what you want to share; no pressure to discuss private matters
· This is a wonderful opportunity for intergenerational dialogue!
Help identify another interviewee if you prefer not to be interviewed yourself
· Could be a grandparent, aunt, uncle, family friend, neighbor, or community member
· The person should be 18+ and willing to share their story
If your student chooses Option B: 
[bookmark: _2gk2g0ua85g4]4. Help them manage their time with the portfolio components 
[bookmark: _d4apmnzb47ss]5. Ask them to explain their analysis to help them clarify their thinking
[bookmark: _qg9zmer6k0af]A Note on Culturally Sustaining Teaching
This unit is designed to honor and include diverse voices and experiences. Students will:
· See their own communities' experiences reflected in discussions of dreams and obstacles
· Have opportunities to share in their home language (Spanish/English)
· Choose a performance task that fits their strengths and interests
· Connect "classic" literature to contemporary life
Your family's stories, dreams, and experiences are valuable and will enrich our classroom community.
Thank you for your partnership in your student's education. I'm excited for the deep learning and meaningful conversations this unit will generate!
[bookmark: _ernst7xntvb2]
[bookmark: _ted9d3qfbzjq]LETTER 2: Mid-Unit Update (Send End of Week 3)
Dear Families,
We are now halfway through our Of Mice and Men Dreams Unit, and I wanted to share an update on what we've accomplished and what's coming next.
[bookmark: _6tam0yih7vzn]What We've Done So Far (Weeks 1-3)
Your student has:
· Finished reading Of Mice and Men
· Analyzed multiple characters and their dreams (George, Lennie, Candy, Crooks, Curley's wife)
· Explored the essential question: "Why do people hold onto dreams even when they seem impossible?"
· Practiced using textual evidence and analysis skills (the ICE method: Introduce, Cite, Explain)
· Participated in a Socratic Seminar discussing the novel's themes
· Learned academic language and comparison skills
· Chosen their performance task option (Option A or Option B)
[bookmark: _i234nim5tyqr]Performance Task: Next Steps (Weeks 4-6)
Students are now working on their performance tasks! Here's what's happening:
THIS WEEK & NEXT (Weeks 4-5): Project Work Time
· Students are actively working on their projects in class
· I'm holding individual conferences with each student
· We're providing mini-workshops on specific skills
· First drafts are due Day 21 (Week 5) for peer review
FINAL WEEK (Week 6):
· Final projects due Day 26
· Students will present or share their work Days 27-28
· Celebration and reflection
· Grades returned Day 30
[bookmark: _ynh0yfjee262]IMPORTANT: Support Needed for Option A Students
If your student chose Option A ("Dreams Across Generations"), they need to conduct their interview THIS WEEK or EARLY NEXT WEEK (Week 4).
What this means:
· Your student should have already asked you or another family/community member for an interview
· The interview will take 15-20 minutes
· It can be done in Spanish or English
· The interviewee must be 18 years or older
Interview Questions (Examples): Your student will ask questions like:
· What was one of your biggest dreams when you were younger?
· What obstacles or challenges did you face?
· What kept you going when things were difficult?
· What happened to that dream?
· Why do you think people have dreams even when they're hard to achieve?
If you haven't been approached yet: Please ask your student: "Have you scheduled your interview for your English project?" This gentle reminder can help them stay on track!
If you're uncomfortable being interviewed: That's completely okay! Please help your student identify another appropriate adult (grandparent, aunt, uncle, family friend, neighbor, community member) who would be willing to share their story.
Scheduling Tips:
· Choose a quiet time when you won't be interrupted
· Your student may want to record the interview (with your permission) so they can reference it later
· Be honest and speak from the heart—there are no "wrong" answers!
· This is a beautiful opportunity to share your experiences and wisdom with your child
[bookmark: _y6sseuq901qu]IMPORTANT: Support for Option B Students
If your student chose Option B (Portfolio), they are working on character profiles and analysis.
How You Can Help
· Ask them to explain their three characters and why they chose them
· Encourage them to work on the project a little each day rather than cramming at the end
· Remind them to use their graphic organizers and sentence frames
· Ask to see their work-in-progress and give encouraging feedback
[bookmark: _oltuu26fr6xb]What I'm Seeing in Class
I'm so proud of the deep thinking and connections students are making! Here are some highlights:
· Students are connecting the characters' experiences to contemporary issues of immigration, economic inequality, and discrimination
· They're asking thoughtful questions about power, privilege, and whose dreams get supported
· Many are making beautiful connections to their own families' and communities' stories
· The academic discussion has been impressive—students are using evidence and building on each other's ideas
[bookmark: _man78w1eqrdo]Thank You!
Thank you for your continued support of your student's learning. The next three weeks are crucial as students work on their performance tasks. Your encouragement, help with time management, and (for Option A families) willingness to share your stories make a huge difference.
I'm excited to see the final projects—they're going to be powerful and meaningful!
[bookmark: _4naqdfxxfjgg]



