[bookmark: _i0wknxcqj09q]Stage 2: Authentic Culturally Sustaining Assessment with Choice
The unit culminates in a “performance task” where students demonstrate their understanding through transfer, applying their learning to new contexts. As part of their performance task, students will choose either Option A: “Dreams Across Generations” or Options B “Dreams Analysis Portfolio.” Both tasks require students to use textual evidence effectively, analyze social context and power dynamics, reflect personally on the essential question, and demonstrate the same core understandings about dreams but through different lenses: one connecting to their own community, the other focusing deeply on textual analysis.
[bookmark: _6ndohrh0b9rq]Why Two Options?
Option A: "Dreams Across Generations"
· Appeals to students who enjoy interpersonal connection
· Honors family and community knowledge
· Develops interview and oral history skills
· Connects literature to lived experience
Option B: "Dreams Analysis Portfolio"
· Appeals to students who prefer text-based analysis
· Allows deep dive into literary interpretation
· Develops comparative analysis skills
· Builds traditional academic writing competencies
[bookmark: _9i9lyfsquveq]How are These Assessments Culturally Sustaining & Aligned with UDL?
· Honor students' cultural and family knowledge as valid and valuable
· Recognize immigration stories, working-class experiences, and community resilience
· Allow students to see their families' experiences reflected in literature
· Create intergenerational dialogue
· Validate multilingualism and code-switching
· Allows students to analyze characters who reflect marginalized experiences
· UDL: Validates multiple forms of expression (visual + written)
· UDL: Provides clear structure for students who prefer text-based analysis
· UDL: Recognizes that not all students have access to family interviews (Option A)

[bookmark: _31ubq3ex7xum]OPTION A: "Dreams Across Generations" Project
Task Overview: Students will interview a family member, community member, or trusted adult about their dreams (past dreams, current dreams, abandoned dreams, achieved dreams). They will then create a comparative analysis connecting that person's dreams and experiences to a character from Of Mice and Men, exploring how social context, identity, and circumstances shape dreams.
Authentic Performance: This mirrors the work of oral historians, sociologists, and cultural researchers who document community stories and make connections across time periods.
Product Options (Student Choice):
1. Written Essay (3-4 pages) with interview excerpts
2. Multimedia Presentation (Google Slides, Prezi) with audio clips or photos
3. Documentary-Style Video (5-7 minutes) with interview footage
4. Digital Scrapbook/Story (Canva, Book Creator) combining visuals and text
Required Components (All Formats):
Part 1: The Interview (25%)
· Conduct a 15-20 minute interview (in English or Spanish)
· Document at least 5 interview questions and responses
· Include: What dreams did/do they have? What barriers did they face? What kept them going? What happened to their dreams?
Part 2: Character Connection (40%)
· Choose ONE character from Of Mice and Men whose dreams/experiences connect to your interviewee
· Provide detailed character analysis with at least 3 pieces of textual evidence
· Explain the character's dream, what it meant to them, and what happened to it
Part 3: Comparative Analysis (25%)
· Compare and contrast: How are the dreams similar? Different?
· Analyze: How did social context (time period, economic situation, identity, power) shape each person's dreams and possibilities?
· Connect to theme: What does this reveal about why people need dreams?
Part 4: Reflection (10%)
· What did you learn about dreams from this project?
· How does understanding your interviewee's story change how you read Of Mice and Men?
· What does this teach us about dreams in our community today?

[bookmark: _6zqws6gngnrt]OPTION B: "Dreams Analysis Portfolio"
Task Overview: Students will create a comprehensive portfolio analyzing how THREE different characters' dreams function in the novel. The portfolio will include character analysis, thematic connections, and personal reflection on how understanding these characters' dreams deepens our understanding of the human need for hope and purpose.
Authentic Performance: This mirrors the work of literary critics, scholars, and analysts who conduct close readings and make thematic arguments about literature.
Product Format: A portfolio (digital or physical) containing multiple analytical pieces
Required Components:
Part 1: Three Character Dream Profiles (45% total - 15% each)
For EACH of three characters (must include at least one marginalized character: Crooks, Curley's wife, or Candy):
· The Dream: What is the character's dream? Describe it in detail with textual evidence
· Why It Matters: What does this dream reveal about the character's identity, values, desires, and circumstances? (2-3 paragraphs with evidence)
· Dream's Fate: What happens to the dream? How does the character respond? (2 paragraphs with evidence)
· Visual Representation: Create a symbolic image, collage, or visual metaphor representing this character's dream
Part 2: Comparative Dream Analysis (30%)
Write a 2-3 page essay answering ONE of these prompts:
Prompt Option 1: Whose dream is most important to them, and why? Compare the three characters you analyzed and argue which character's relationship to their dream is most meaningful or powerful. Use specific evidence.
Prompt Option 2: How does Steinbeck use different characters' dreams to show that dreams are shaped by power, identity, and social position? Analyze your three characters to explain how social context affects their dreams.
Prompt Option 3: What does Steinbeck reveal about the purpose of dreams through your three characters? Even when dreams seem impossible or are destroyed, what function do they serve?
Part 3: Universal Themes Chart (15%)
Create a chart or visual organizer showing:
· Common elements across all three dreams (What do they share?)
· Unique elements of each dream (What makes each one specific to that character?)
· Barriers each character faces
· What this reveals about the human need for dreams
Part 4: Personal Reflection (10%)
Respond to the essential question based on your analysis:
· "Why do people hold onto dreams even when they seem impossible?"
· Use your character analysis as evidence
· Connect to your own observations about dreams in your life or community
· 1-2 pages

[bookmark: _525d81lt6se8]Shared Assessment Criteria (Rubric Categories for Option A and Option B)
1. Understanding of Dreams Theme (30%)
· Demonstrates sophisticated understanding that dreams provide meaning, purpose, and hope
· Analyzes how dreams function even when impossible
· Connects dreams to identity, circumstances, and social context
2. Textual Evidence & Analysis (25%)
· Uses specific, relevant evidence from Of Mice and Men
· Explains how evidence supports claims (not just listing quotes)
· Shows deep understanding of character and theme
3. Connections & Critical Thinking (20%)
· Makes meaningful connections (between interviewee/character OR between multiple characters)
· Analyzes how social context shapes dreams
· Shows insight into the universal human need for dreams
4. Organization & Communication (15%)
· Ideas are clearly organized and easy to follow
· Uses appropriate academic language and transitions
· Meets format requirements
5. Personal Reflection & Voice (10%)
· Thoughtfully reflects on personal/community connections
· Shows genuine engagement with the question
· Demonstrates growth in understanding
Multilingual Modifications for Rubric:
· Language production separated from content understanding
· Credit for meaning-making even with grammatical errors
· Option for bilingual elements
· Value placed on use of home language as asset

[bookmark: _y5a7enlf3jyy]***Rubric***
[bookmark: _p4j9sg2ywtkm]***Student Rubric***
[bookmark: _9jynz9i0abji]***Self-Assessment***
[bookmark: _s6xpvsxipcbf]
[bookmark: _j5hf5bbvctmj]Special Considerations for Multilingual (ML) Students:
[bookmark: _oz7kwvimvym0]Multilingual Scaffolds for Option A:
· Interview guide with sentence frames in English and Spanish
· Option to conduct interview in Spanish with English summary
· Bilingual vocabulary list for discussing dreams (sueños, esperanza, obstáculos, logros)
· Sample interview excerpts as models
· Graphic organizer for comparing interviewee and character
· Sentence stems for analysis: "Both ____ and ____ dreamed of ___ because..." / "While ____ faced barriers like ___, the character faced..."
[bookmark: _trwiv5c9x6i]Multilingual Scaffolds for Option B:
· Character dream tracker graphic organizer (fill in throughout reading)
· Sentence frames for analysis: "___'s dream reveals that..." / "The dream matters to ___ because..." / "When the dream is destroyed, the character..."
· Paragraph frames for comparative analysis
· Word bank with academic language and Spanish cognates
· Annotated text excerpts highlighting dream-related passages
· Model character profiles as mentor texts
· Checklist for each component
[bookmark: _fbnhw1xx3nkv]Language Production vs. Content Understanding:
This rubric prioritizes content understanding and critical thinking over perfect grammar and syntax. ML students will be assessed primarily on:
Depth of ideas
· Quality of analysis
· Understanding of theme
· Use of evidence
· Critical thinking
Language errors will NOT significantly lower scores if:
· Meaning is clear
· Ideas are well-developed
· Evidence of understanding is present
[bookmark: _hncezyotbzo4]Universal Design for Learning Accommodations Available:
· Extended time
· Use of translation tools for interview (Option A)
· Bilingual glossary during work time
· Option to include Spanish language elements
· Verbal explanation to supplement written work
· Graphic organizers and sentence frames
[bookmark: _e5bsncaugacs]
[bookmark: _asu5wrbdqxm9]Supporting "Other Evidence" Throughout the Unit:
[bookmark: _xyqfbk1gce84]Formative Assessments
 The unit provides numerous opportunities for formative assessments. This allows teachers to adjust instruction based on student needs and ensures no student falls behind.
· Character Dream tracker (ongoing): Students maintain a chart tracking each character's dreams as they read
· Quick writes: Regular short responses to essential questions
· Discussion participation: Using sentence frames and think-pair-share
· Quote analysis: Practice analyzing key passages about dreams
· Character journals: Write from a character's perspective about their dream
· Daily exit tickets
· 2 rounds of teacher conferences
· Peer reviews 
[bookmark: _s1krt9enpbca]Summative Assessments
· Choice of Option A or Option B performance task
· Unit test covering plot, characters, themes, and vocabulary
· Essential question final reflection




