SERMON CHEAT SHEET

BE LIKE JESUS | John 13

SERVING IN HUMILITY AND LOVE

Serving Like Jesus: The Example We Follow

In John 13, we witness a profound moment where Jesus embodies humility and selfless service as He washes His
disciples' feet. This act is not merely a kind gesture; it stands as the ultimate example of servant leadership. Here, the
King of Kings, who possesses all authority and power, takes on the role of a slave, something unimaginable in the
cultural context of that time. Jesus'’s actions compel us to consider our own lives and challenge us to serve those around
us without regard for status or what is comfortable. As we immerse ourselves in His love and cleansing, we are called to
mirror this humility in our interactions with others.

The Call to Love: Not Just Words

Jesus sets a high bar for His disciples, instructing them to love one another as He has loved them. This love is not
reserved for those who are easy to love, but is extended even to our betrayers and enemies. By washing Judas's feet,
Jesus demonstrates that love transcends human boundaries and expectations. It's a radical love that invites us to
embrace all, especially those who challenge or hurt us. Reflecting on our relationships, we must ask ourselves whether
we show this kind of love, or if we allow differences to create barriers in our hearts. Our unity in love is how the world
will recognize us as His disciples.

The Power of Cleansing: Our Need for Jesus

In His interaction with Peter, Jesus reveals an important truth about spiritual cleansing. To be washed by Him is essential
for a relationship with Him; without this humility to receive His grace, we cannot partake in His mission. This foot
washing symbolizes the broader cleansing act of His sacrifice on the cross. For us, it echoes the need to continually
come before Jesus, acknowledging our need for His forgiveness and sustaining grace. The cleansing from our mistakes
and sins comes through His ultimate act of love, propelling us to walk in fresh vitality as we move forward.

Security in Christ: Our Ultimate Identity

Even as Jesus prepares to face betrayal and suffering, He reassures His disciples of their identity, those who belong to
Him. He knows the storm is coming, and yet He provides hope that transcends circumstances. 'You will be with me, He
promises, instilling a sense of confidence about their future. We can take heart today knowing our position in Christ
anchors us no matter how turbulent our storms may become. Our relationship with Him offers us a true identity, a vital
hope that lifts us above life's trials, reminding us that our ultimate destination is eternal with Him.

LIVE IT OUT THIS WEEK PRAYER PROMPTS

¢ This week, take time to serve someone in a ¢ Ask God to give you a heart that desires to serve
humble way, whether it's volunteering your time, others selflessly, just as Jesus did.
helping a neighbor, or simply offering a listening e Pray for deeper revelations of His love, especially
ear. towards those you struggle to accept or

¢ Reflect on your relationships and identify one understand.
person you find hard to love. Pray for them and e Seek God’s guidance on ways you can embody His
seek a way to express love and kindness to them love in your everyday interactions this week.
this week.



