SERMON CHEAT SHEET

STAY CONNECTED | John 15:1-25

STAYING ROOTED IN YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST

The Importance of Connection: The True Vine

In John 15, Jesus makes it abundantly clear that He is the true vine, and we are the branches. Our life source flows
from Him, emphasizing that apart from Him, we can do nothing. Imagine a branch severed from a vine, do we
expect it to bear fruit, or thrive? No! Just like that branch, we wither without the sustaining presence of Christ. The
more we remain in Him, the more fruitful our lives become. It's about enduring intimacy, staying deeply connected
to our source of life.

Love: The Command That Bears Fruit

Jesus commands us to love one another as He loves us. It's not mere advice but a directive that shapes our identity
as His disciples. This love is sacrificial, much like the love Jesus demonstrated when He laid down His life for us.
When we remain in His love and practice it towards others, we generate spiritual fruit that glorifies God. Therefore,
if we find ourselves growing dry and disconnected, we need to check our levels of love and ask ourselves: Are we
genuinely living out this command in our lives?

Expecting Rejection: Standing Firm in Faith

Jesus prepares us for the reality that as His followers, we will face rejection. Just as He was misunderstood and
hated, we too may encounter pushback as we reflect His light in a dark world. This conflict can surface in various
settings, be it at work, home, or social gatherings. Yet, instead of retaliating, Jesus calls us to respond with love and
prayer for those who oppose us. This not only strengthens our faith but also mirrors the heart of Christ, who prays
for His enemies.

Pruning: Embracing God’s Work in Our Lives

Pruning is a necessary aspect of our spiritual growth. Jesus reminds us that the Father, as the gardener, prunes
every branch that bears fruit so that it may bear more. It can often feel painful when God removes parts of our life
that are unfruitful or diseased. However, we must trust in His loving hand, understanding that pruning leads to
greater vitality and growth. The goal is not just existence, but fruitfulness in the Kingdom of God.

The Role of the Holy Spirit: Our Lifeblood

As we abide in Christ, we are not alone in our journey; the Holy Spirit is the vital sap connecting us to the vine. He
empowers us to live out our faith, providing the strength we need to face challenges and bear fruit. Without this
connection, our faith becomes merely a concept rather than a genuinely lived experience. Let’s lean into the Holy
Spirit as our guide and comforter, allowing His influence to shape our thoughts, actions, and relationships.

LIVE IT OUT THIS WEEK PRAYER PROMPTS
e Reflect on your daily connection with God. How e Pray for a deeper connection with Christ and
can you remain more intentionally in Him? strength to remain in Him.
e This week, find a practical way to love someone e Ask God to reveal areas in your life that need
sacrificially, whether it's a friend, family pruning and His help in the process.
member, or stranger. ¢ Seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance in your daily
e If facing rejection or ridicule for your faith, pray decisions and relationships.
for those who oppose you and consider how to ¢ Pray for those who oppose you, asking for their
respond in love. hearts to be softened and for your response to be
loving.



