SERMON CHEAT SHEET

JESUS PRAYS | John 17:1-26

UNIFYING FOR HIS GLORY

The Glory of Christ: Our Privilege and Prayer

In John 17:1-5, Jesus lifts His eyes to heaven and prays for His own glorification, showcasing an essential aspect of
His mission. He wants us to understand that His glory is intrinsically linked with the Father’s glory. This mutual
glorification isn't just a theological concept; it's an invitation for us to partake in His divine purposes. Christ's prayer
reminds us that our lives should reflect His glory and, in turn, glorify God. When we seek to honor God in our
actions and relationships, we embody this call, fulfilling the purpose He has placed on our hearts.

Protection and Commission: A Call to Unity

In verses 6-19, Jesus prays for His disciples, emphasizing the need for protection from the evil one and the call for
unity among them. He acknowledges the struggles they will face in the world, but He doesn't simply ask for them

to be removed from it; instead, He desires that they remain united in purpose and mission. Jesus empowers us
with the Holy Spirit, enabling us not only to navigate life's challenges but also to engage actively in His mission. Just
like the disciples were sent out, we too are called to go into the world, championing love, grace, and truth, while
standing together in unity.

The Church's Future: Greater Works to Be Done

As Jesus transitions into prayer for future believers, He states in John 17:20-23 that we will do greater works than He
did. This seems daunting, but it speaks to the multiplying effect of His ministry through us. The Holy Spirit equips
us, allowing an ordinary person to accomplish extraordinary things for the Kingdom. We are not meant to hunker
down in isolation; rather, we are tasked with spreading hope and light in our communities. Embracing this mission
means that we must step out with confidence, trusting that the same power that raised Christ from the dead is at
work within us.

The Power of Unity: Witness to the World

Jesus' fervent prayer for our unity reveals how significant it is for our witness in John 17:24-26. Unity among
believers isn't merely a lack of conflict; it's a profound shared life in Christ that reflects the relationship between
Him and the Father. When we live in unity, we exhibit the love and truth of Christ to a watching world that is deeply
fractured. This oneness can draw others to Him, showing that though we are different, our hearts are aligned with
the purpose to honor God. Striving for unity should drive our conversations, actions, and interactions, leading to
deeper connections within our community.

LIVE IT OUT THIS WEEK PRAYER PROMPTS
¢ Spend time each day in prayer, asking God how e Pray for a deeper awareness of Jesus's glory in
you can glorify Him in your actions. your daily life.
e Reach out to a fellow believer this week and ¢ Ask God for guidance in uniting with others in
pray together, focusing on unity and support. your church and community.
¢ Identify a service opportunity this week where e Seek protection from division and strife, both
you can display God's love in action. within the church and in your personal

relationships.
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