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the book of

acts



Have you ever been invited into an adventure to 

a place you have never been, and certain parts 

of the journey required risks that you had never 

dared to take before?

Well, welcome to the journey that Jesus has 

invited us all to participate in - the journey of 

mission. First, we will spend some time at Base 

Camp (Acts 1-3), preparing for the journey and 

awaiting instruction for what is necessary to 

scale the great heights, descend into the dry 

valleys, and extend the message of the gospel 

to the far reaches as we prepare to join the Holy 

Spirit on the adventure of a lifetime. 

Let’s dare to take bold steps of faith in 

participating in our God-given mission of 

helping people take a step closer to Jesus 

where we live, work, and play.

Pastor Bryan Tema

WORDS FROM BRYAN



Right Now Media: 
Acts FROM Lausanne Movement

The Acts of the Apostles FROM Louis Giglio 

Acts FROM Eyewitness

Apps and Websites:
gspathway.org

Blueletter Bible

Stepbible

Verses App

Books:
The Challenge of Acts by N.T. Wright

The Book of Acts by F.F. Bruce

For the Family:
Adventures in Acts by David Luckman 

and Silvana Di Marcello

Scan this code or follow the link 
for small group questions each week. 
www.gracespringchurch.org/sermon-series

RESOURCES FOR THE 
JOURNEY



The book of Acts is the second book written by the 

physician, Luke. In conjunction with The Gospel of Luke, 

Acts was written to share the good news of Jesus and point 

to the continued work of the church after Jesus’ ascension. 

The overall theme of the Acts of the Apostles could be 

summed up as the Good News of Jesus Christ permeating the 

world through the formation of communities that focus on 

the teaching and discipleship of Jesus. We see this work 

Carried forth through the acts of the apostles and those 

who have encountered and been changed by Jesus.

Acts follows Peter, Paul, and others as the Holy Spirit 

empowers them to reach out to the known world with the 

Gospel of Jesus. Through various missionary journeys, we 

see the Gospel of Jesus go forth in power to form new 

communities of believers. Many of the results of these 

journeys are documented through the epistles written by 

Paul, Peter, and other disciples as they write to strengthen, 

encourage, and admonish the churches that were planted.

We ultimately see the Acts of the Apostles as something 

greater than the work of any individual; rather as the work 

of the ascended Jesus and the Holy Spirit empowering 

willing humans to submit to the rule and reign of Jesus 

as they make disciples in the world around them. As we 

journey through Acts, our desire is to inspire believers 

to not only learn about Jesus, but to take on His calling 

of going, baptizing, teaching, and making disciples of the 

people the Lord has put in our lives. 

Let’s journey together!

ACTS 
FROM 
THE AIR



ACTS 
FROM THE 
GROUND
Acts 1-3 details a very specific and important time in the 

life of the church. Jesus has died and risen again. He has 

pulled his disciples together and given them a mission - 

to go and make disciples of the world all around them. He 

didn’t tell them a specific place to go, but encouraged them 

in the “as you are going,” to pay attention, teach, baptize, and 

declare the word of the Lord. As He ascended, He told His 

disciples to wait for the power of the Holy Spirit to come 

upon them before they went out. 

From there, we see the disciples at a sort of base camp - 

preparing for the work that they would do through the Holy 

Spirit. The base camp is one of the most important places on 

our journey. Before we can move throughout the world, we 

need to know that we have the tools, plans, and A mission 

that is in front of us. The disciples stood in a place of 

waiting so that they knew that they had all of the 

empowerment and tools that they needed to follow Jesus’ 

commission. This guide will act like a stop AT base camp 

as we prepare to go out into the world and make disciples 

in our surrounding contexts.

As you open this guide each week, 

we pray that your heart, mind, and soul 

will be refreshed and prepared for the 

work that Jesus is calling you to - 

empowered by the Holy Spirit, engaged 

in community, and prepared for the 

journey into the wilderness.



PREPARING FOR THE JOURNEY
As we embark on this journey, we will spend some time at 

base camp, preparing our hearts and minds for what God is 

doing. As hikers or adventurers spend time preparing, we 

will do the same. An adventurer worth their salt will go 

through their supplies, making sure they have proper 

provisions, the ability to stay hydrated and full, have 

comfortable hiking and climbing gear, and the ability to 

sleep well at night. While we view this base camp as 

metaphorical, we still want to USE a check list of the 

gear we might need to see Jesus on the journey.

Bible - God’s word, written to us. We use His word to 

encourage, build up, strengthen, and prepare our hearts for 

the work He is doing. Don’t forget to not only read these 

words, but hide them in your heart for the journey. This is 

our daily bread that keeps us sustained.

Worship - Viewing our 

lives as a constant call to 

worship can help us even in 

the darkest nights. With a 

song on your heart, a yes 

in your spirit, and a radical 

obedience, spend time seeking 

God through constantly 

remembering that He is worthy 

of all of our lives.



Prayer - As we prepare 

for our journey, prayer is 

the relationship that keeps 

us sustained. Our constant 

checkpoint with God, making 

sure we are going the right 

direction and that the plan 

is laid out before us. Spend 

time each day praying and 

seeking Him.

Community - Don’t take this journey alone. Bring 

others with you who will help you scale the challenges of 

the trail and encourage you to grow! Who has God asked you 

to bring on this journey?

Humble Hearts - 

It can be easy for 

adventurers to get ahead of 

themselves. When we have a 

proper view of the journey, we 

can realize that we need to 

approach it with humility and 

respect. Let’s open our hearts 

and minds to instruction from 

God and others.



WEEK ONE | WAITING

“And while staying with them he (Jesus) ordered them not to 
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the 
Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now.” Acts 1:4-5

Jesus told His disciples to wait. It is important to remember 

that waiting doesn’t mean inaction - it means anticipation. The 

root of the word for wait in this passage is equated with 

the idea of abiding or continuing with a sense of presence. 

It also means to not become indifferent in the waiting. 

This picture of waiting is so much more than the typical idea 

of waiting that we think of in our culture. We tend to think 

of waiting as an inconvenience, but waiting is often seen as 

a holy moment in scripture.

This week, think of something that you have been waiting for. 

Our journey will work through mental maps of waiting and 

how to embrace Jesus’ presence in the abiding as your heart 

expands through these seasons. Follow along through the 

week and seek His face as we wait for His hands to move.

As you Contemplate the idea of waiting, consider finding a 

place of peace. This might be a favorite trail to hike, a chair 

in your home with a cup of tea or coffee, or another place 

that can offer solitude.



What am I 
waiting for?

What 
frustrations 
have I felt in 
the waiting?

Who can I 
invite into 

this season 
of waiting 
with me?

What are 
God’s promises 
for those who 
are waiting?

Who have I 
seen wait in 
a way that is 
inspiring?

How has the 
waiting made 

me feel?

What do I 
sense God 

is saying to 
me in the 
waiting?

What fruit 
have I seen in 
the waiting?

How can I 
see the 

waiting as 
abiding rather 

than an 
imposition?



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





NEW 
GROUND
The Disciples were 

in a peculiar spot 

throughout the first 

two chapters of Acts. 

They had spent years 

following Jesus, 

seeing Him move, 

watching Him do 

miracles, learning 

from Him, and being 

His disciples. Now 

they were in a space 

of embracing the 

newness of life 

without Him in their 

presence. We know 

that the promise of 

the Holy Spirit is 

that they would 

receive a counselor 

and advocate, but 

there would certainly 

be questions and 

uncertainty.

As we think about 

the disciples and 

their wait for the Holy 

Spirit, it’s Crucial

to remember why this 

waiting was important.



Think about it this way 

- they had received all 

of the instruction and 

teaching from Jesus 

that they needed for 

the last three years, 

but This was all new 

territory. They were 

looking at moving into

the work of ministry 

and building the church, 

and they likely felt 

as if they were doing 

so without a compass, 

unsure where the next 

faithful step would 

lead. 

Yet, Jesus’ promise of 

the Holy Spirit was 

a promise that they 

would have someone 

who would guide them 

as they moved forward 

into the known world, 

spreading the Gospel 

of Jesus.

Take a look at some 

of the roles that the 

Holy Spirit plays in 

the lives of believers:

    Regenerator

    Teacher

    Guide

    Leader

    Interceder

    Comforter

    Convictor

    Filler

    Producer of Fruit

    Giver of Gifts

    Sanctifier

    Advocate

    Counselor

Which of these 

aspects do you need 

to seek in Him as you 

think about waiting 

on the Holy Spirit?



WEEK TWo | THE HOLY SPIRIT

“When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in 
one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like 
a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to 
them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit gave them utterance.” Acts 2:1-4

This isn’t the first time we see the Holy Spirit in scripture, 

but it’s the first time that we see Him available for more 

than a specific time or purpose. Throughout the Old 

Testament and THE Gospels, we see the Holy Spirit as the 

member of the trinity that fell on specific people for 

specific purposes and specific time frames. 

This new promise assures that all who dwell with Jesus 

as followers will receive the power and presence of the 

Holy Spirit to guide and direct their lives and provide them 

with gifts for building up the body. This week consider your 

relationship with the Holy Spirit as you think through the 

following mental map.

PASSAGES THAT TALK 

ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT: 

ATTRIBUTES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

I NOTICE AT WORK IN MY LIFE: 



What has my relationship with the Holy Spirit been like? 

As I consider the Holy Spirit, what are my thoughts? Questions?

How have I seen the Holy Spirit work in my life this week?

How do I need the Holy Spirit to show up in my life this week?

What are some ways that I might seek the Holy Spirit more 

intentionally?



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





WEEK THREE | THE GOSPEL

“Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said 
to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall 
we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For 
the promise is for you and for your children and for all who 
are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 
Acts 2:37-39

Put simply. The word Gospel means “Good News.” As 

believers, we believe that the Gospel is the Good 

News of Jesus Christ. Here is what scripture tells us 

about the Gospel:

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, 

proclaiming the gospel of god, and saying, “The time is 

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 

believe in the gospel. Passing alongside the Sea of 

Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon 

casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And 

Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become 

fishers of men.” (Mark 1:14-17)

“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached 

to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which 

you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached 

to you - unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you 

as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died 

for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance 

with the Scriptures...” (1 Corinthians 15:1-4)



HE ROSE AGAIN

RepenT

BELIEV
E

TH
E 

KI
NG

DO
M

 O
F 

G
O
D 

IS
 A

T 
HA

ND
HE 

DIE
D A

ND
 W

AS
 B

UR
IED

Ch
ri

st
 (

as
 a

 t
it

le
)

FOLLO
W

DECLA


R
ATIO


NS

RESPO



NSES



Take time to write out 

what each of these declarations 

and responses mean to you.



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





WEEK FOUR | THE CHURCH

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And 
awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 
being done through the apostles. And all who believed were 
together and had all things in common. And they were selling 
their possessions and belongings and distributing the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending 
the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they 
received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising 
God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added 
to their number day by day those who were being saved.” 
Acts 2:42-47

We are born into families - no matter what that family is 

like. God’s design was to naturally place us in the lives of 

others. His design created families, nations, and eventually 

the church to act as a support, to leave an inheritance, and 

to show the beauty of the triune God who adopts His 

followers into His family. When we embrace the community 

of faith around us, we insert ourselves into the will of 

God for how we should walk out our lives.

We are given the church, not only to grow in our 

relationship with God and others, but to bless others with 

our gifts. In the New Testament there are 59 different “One 

Another” commands or encouragements. As an exercise this 

week, seek these out and write out the ones that stand out 

the most to you. Use the space on the next page to write 

your thoughts and desires for how to “One Another” well in 

the body of Christ.



“ONE ANOTHERS” 
I CURRENTLY DO

“ONE ANOTHERS”
I CAN ALSO DO

OTHER thoughts and desires for how to “One Another” well in 

the body of Christ.



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





WEEK FIVE | NOTICING

“And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they 
laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful 
Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. Seeing Peter 
and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive 
alms. And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, 
“Look at us.” And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to 
receive something from them. But Peter said, “I have no silver 
and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” And he took him by the 
right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and 
ankles were made strong. And leaping up, he stood and began 
to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping 
and praising God.” Acts 3:2-8

This passage begins with Peter and John noticing. The end of 

Acts 3 wraps up with Peter presenting a powerful message 

about people noticing Jesus and His power while He was 

on the earth. We are constantly surrounded by needs and 

blessings - the question is, are we being noticers? 

Spend time this week noticing. Not only the needs that you 

might see, but also the blessings. Use the next page to 

write out anything that God is laying on your heart 

throughout the week. What are some ways that you can 

respond?



NEEDS AROUND ME THIS WEEK: 

BLESSINGS AROUND ME THIS WEEK: 



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





CHALLENGES ENCOUnTERED:

PRIORITIES MOVING FORWARD: 

SCRIPTURE THAT WAS HELPFUL: 

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

DATE FINISHED: 

ACCOMPANIED BY: 
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