
SPEND EACH DAY OF EASTER 
WEEK STUDyING THE NATURE 

OF THE KING OF KINGS

A DAILY EASTER 
DEVOTIONAL



Holy Week is one of the most 
important weeks in the Christian 
tradition. It is a time to remember 
the final week of Jesus’ earthly 
ministry that ultimately leading to 
His crucifixion, death, and 
resurrection. As we journey 
through this resource, our hope 
is to provide you a daily 
opportunity to focus your heart 
and mind on the moments 
leading up to the moment that 
Jesus triumphantly returning to 
defeat death, hell, and the grave.
Many years before this eventful 
week, the prophet Isaiah spoke 
these words regarding Jesus and 
His ministry leading to the cross:



The Lord God has given me
    the tongue of those who are 
    taught,
that I  may know how to sustain with 
    a word him who is weary.
Morning by morning he awakens;
    he awakens my ear to hear as 
    those who are taught.
The Lord God has opened my ear,
    and I  was not rebellious;
    I  turned not backward.
I  gave my back to those who strike,
    and my cheeks to those who pull 
    out the beard;
I  hid not my face
    from disgrace and spitting.
But the Lord God helps me;
    therefore I  have not been 
    disgraced;
therefore I  have set my face 
    like a flint,
    and I  know that I  shall not be
    put to shame.

Isaiah 50:4-7

Follow along each day this 
week as we look at our Savior 
who set His face like a flint 
toward Jerusalem to accomplish 
The Gospel in our lives.



THE
humble
king

On Palm Sunday, we focus on Jesus as the 
Humble King. The disciples often mistook His 
mission as a show of force in which He would 
return and deliver Israel with the sword. Palm 
Sunday was an expression of a King who 
would often repeat Himself by saying that the 
Kingdom of God was near - not in physical 
power, but in Spirit. Take a look at the 
following narrative:

“The disciples went and did as Jesus had 
directed them. They brought the donkey and 
the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he 
sat on them. Most of the crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. 
And the crowds that went before him and that 
followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the 
Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”
Matthew 21:6-9

As you reflect on the Humble King riding a 
donkey into Jerusalem, take time to consider 
the words of the crowd. They recognized 
Jesus as the one who would come to save 
them as they spread palm branches in his 
path and shouted, “Hosanna!” The simplest 
way to translate Hosanna is to say, “Save us, 
we pray!” The people saw Jesus as the King 
who would establish God’s Kingdom and bring 
them salvation.

Today, reflect on our Humble King who brings 
salvation. What are areas that you hope to see 
Him move in? What are areas that you have 
seen Him provide salvation that you can 
approach with gratitude? As you move 
throughout your day, consider the “Hosanna” 
moments that you can lift before the Lord.



Monday of Holy Week is typically seen as 
the day that Jesus cleared out the temple 
from the unjust money changers and
 merchants. Matthew 21 tells us:

“And Jesus entered the temple and drove 
out all who sold and bought in the temple, 
and he overturned the tables of the
 money-changers and the seats of those who 
sold pigeons. He said to them, “It is
 written, ‘My house shall be called a 
house of prayer,’  but you make it a den of 
robbers.” And the blind and the lame came 
to him in the temple, and he healed them.”
Matthew 21:12-14

In His last week of ministry, Jesus spent 
time crying for justice and in pure worship. 
He overturned the tables of those who 
would seek to rob people coming to 
worship and undid their predatory 
schemes. He declared that the temple 
should be a house of prayer and 
proceeded to heal people in 
miraculous ways.

As you consider Jesus’ actions today, 
consider the ways that He has called us 
to “clear out our temple” of the things 
that make us hold distance from Him. This 
could be sinful patterns or areas of willful 
disobedience. Take time in repentance and 
ask God to make your heart a “House of 
Prayer.”

MONDAY
THE JUST KING



On Tuesday of Holy Week, tradition points 
toward two different events that happened. 
First, Jesus was anointed by a woman with 
an alabaster flask. This event is recorded 
in each of the Gospels. It is important to 
note that in Matthew 26, Jesus points to 
this anointing as preparing His body for 
what was to come:

“In pouring this ointment on my body, she has 
done it to prepare me for burial. Truly, I say 
to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in 
the whole world, what she has done will also 
be told in memory of her.”Matthew 26:12-13

The second event was Jesus preaching 
to His disciples on the Mount of Olives. 
This is commonly known as the Olivet 
Discourse. In this message, He is preparing 
His disciples for His death and resurrection. 
You can find this message in Matthew 24-
25, Mark 13, and Luke 21.

In both of these events, we see Jesus 
approach His followers with stark and 
important reminders of what is about to 
happen. He had foreshadowed His 
purpose on the earth for years, but as 
He faced the reality of His impending 
crucifixion, He took time to prepare them 
for what was to come.

As you consider these events today, read 
the passages that are associated with 
Jesus’ instruction. Consider what wisdom 
from these passages is important for you 
today. How does Jesus’ preparation of His 
followers help us to see His work on the 
cross in a more holistic way?

TUESDAY
THE ANOINTED KING



It is widely believed that Wednesday of Holy 
Week was the day that Judas commenced 
His plan to betray Jesus. Sandwiching the 
story of Jesus’ anointing at Bethany, we 
see two distinct narratives come together in 
Matthew 26.

“Then the chief priests and the elders of the 
people gathered in the palace of the high 
priest, whose name was Caiaphas, and plotted 
together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth 
and kill him. But they said, “Not during the 
feast, lest there be an uproar among the 
people.” Matthew 26:3-5

“Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas 
Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, 
“What will you give me if I deliver him over to 
you?” And they paid him thirty pieces of silver. 
And from that moment he sought an 
opportunity to betray him.” Matthew 26:14-16

It is widely believed that Judas’ decision 
wasn’t one that was sudden. He had spent 
three years walking with Jesus and the 
decision to betray Him didn’t form over-
night. It is clear that Judas’ decision to 
betray Jesus served a higher purpose - to 
fulfill prophecy and to eventually lead to 
Jesus’ death and resurrection.

As you think about this decision to betray 
Jesus, consider the parts of your heart that 
might have been hardened to Jesus’ 
message. Take time to think about the 
areas that might be distant from Him. How 
can the narrative of Judas’ betrayal help 
us to draw closer to Jesus in this season?

WEDNESDAY
THE BETRAYED KING



Maundy Thursday commemorates the Last Supper 
for Jesus and His disciples. As Jesus laid out a meal 
before His disciples, He washed their feet, fed them, 
and led them in communion. He also spent time 
blessing them and sharing with them about the purpose 
of His life and death. The term Maundy, itself, comes 
from the Latin word “mandatum” which points to the 
New Commandment that Jesus gave His disciples - to 
love one another as Jesus had loved them. Matthew 
26:26-29 records the Lord’s Supper:

“Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after 
blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he 
had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, 
all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is 
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you 
I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that 
day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”

After this, we see Jesus take His disciples to 
Gethsemane to pray. He is so burdened that He 
asks the Lord to remove the cup if it is possible, but 
concedes that God’s will is to be done. Shortly after, 
He is betrayed and handed over to be judged. 
Consider these events as you think through the 
importance of Maundy Thursday.

Take time today to read through John 13-17 (The 
Upper Room Discourse) and think about Jesus’ 
final instructions, prayers, and commission to His 
disciples. This was the last time that He would spend 
with them in intentional community before He was 
apprehended. What stands out to you from this 
passage? What is the importance of commemorating 
the Last Supper? What does this mean as we look 
toward Easter?

THE
prophesied

king



On Good Friday, we see Jesus face 
sentencing and torture, which would lead 
to His crucifixion and death. This is the 
culmination of The Gospel - Jesus, who 
is fully God and fully man, lived a perfect 
life, died for our sins, and rose to put 
death to death.

as you think about Good Friday, follow along 
with the narrative of Jesus’ journey to the 
cross.

Read Matthew 26:47-27:56 slowly and 
deliberately. 

Take time to note any emotions or 
thoughts that come to the surface as you 
read this passage. What does it mean for 
Jesus to be our Sacrificial King? As you 
read through the narrative of Jesus’ last 
moments of ministry on the earth, what 
stands out to you? Are there any details 
that you might have missed previously? 

Spend time in prayer reflecting on what 
you’ve read. Talk to God openly and
honestly about how it has impacted you. 
What action do you feel led to take in light 
of Jesus’ journey to the cross?

THE
sacrificial

king



Easter is the day that we celebrate Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead. Even though 
things looked dire, He was true to His 
word and rose again to defeat death, hell, 
and the grave! His resurrection not only 
fulfilled the prophecies and showed the 
world that He was who He said He was, 
but it provide hope and healing for our 
hearts as we walk in a new relationship 
with the Father. When He sees us, He sees 
the work of Jesus!

Today, think through the following ideas:

What did Jesus’ resurrection save you from?

What did Jesus’ resurrection save you to?

What does it mean for you to be a new 
creation in Him?

What promises are you holding onto because 
of His resurrection?

Why is His triumph so important for the way 
that we embrace life now?

What will you do to bring this hope to others?

He is Risen!

THE
triumphant

king



Resources 
for the season

We hope this daily journey IS beneficial as you encounter Holy Week. 
Consider checking out some of the following resources as 
supplements in your study.

It Is Finished 
by Charles Martin

The Risen King
 by C.H. Spurgeon

Poetry of Redemption 
by Leland Ryken

Easter 
by J.D. Greear 
on RightNow Media

Good Friday and Easter 
by Francis Chan 
on RightNow Media

Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, 
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved.




