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We left Basecamp, the time for tooling up for our 

journey, resourced with the Holy Spirit and others 

who will be going on the journey with us. Then 

we blazed into the Trailhead, the place where 

we saw the church growing through the bold 

testimony of the apostles, fueled by the bold 

prayers of the Church, in cooperation with the 

Holy Spirit in keeping them a pure church, and 

therefore, a powerful church. We saw the 

manifestation of miracles, which authenticated 

both the message and the messenger as 

ambassadors of the resurrected Jesus. 

NOW we continue in Acts 6-8:  New Terrain.  Any 

time there is movement, momentum, and progress in 

the form of advancing the Kingdom of God and His 

purpose on the earth, there will be opposition. 

This section of the journey highlights the bold 

courage of one, and how one bold testimony 

triggers a tsunami of persecution against the 

Church, spearheaded by one zealous Pharisee, Saul 

of Tarsus. Saul was taught by the esteemed rabbi 

Gamaliel of the Hillel school of thought.  Hillel 

was the grandfather of Gamaliel. Saul was simply 

carrying out the zeal of preserving the traditions 

that he had been taught. Yet it will be through 

this persecution that will spur on obedience to 

Jesus’ command to go beyond Jerusalem, and into 

Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.

Lord, help us persevere through the opposition to carry 
out the greatness of the Name of Jesus, the answer the 
world is so desperately needing.

Pastor Bryan

DEAR CHURCH



Right Now Media: 
Acts FROM Lausanne Movement

The Acts of the Apostles FROM Louis Giglio 

Acts FROM Eyewitness

Apps and Websites:
gspathway.org

Blueletter Bible

Stepbible

Verses App

Books:
“The Challenge of Acts” by N.T. Wright

“The Book of Acts” by F.F. Bruce

“The Familiar Stranger” by Tyler Staton

“Miracles” by Craig Keener

Foxe’s Book of Martyrs

For the Family:
“Adventures in Acts” by David Luckman 

  and Silvana Di Marcello

Scan this code or use the link for 
small group questions each week. 
www.gracespringchurch.org/sermon-series

RESOURCES FOR 
THE JOURNEY



		         The book of Acts is the second book 	

		         written by the physician, Luke. In 

conjunction with The Gospel of Luke, Acts was written to 

share the good news of Jesus and point to the continued 

work of the church after Jesus’ ascension. The overall theme 

of the Acts of the Apostles could be summed up as “the Good 

News of Jesus Christ permeating the world through the 

formation of communities that focus on the teaching and 

discipleship of Jesus.” We see this work Carried forth 

through the acts of the apostles and those who have 

encountered and been changed by Jesus.

Acts follows Peter, Paul, and others as the Holy Spirit 

empowers them to reach out to the known world with the 

Gospel of Jesus. Through various missionary journeys, we 

see the Gospel go forth in power to form new communities 

of believers. Many of the results of these journeys are 

documented through the epistles written by Paul, Peter, and 

other disciples as they write to strengthen, encourage, and 

admonish the churches that were planted.

We ultimately see the Acts of the Apostles as something 

greater than the work of any individual; rather as the work 

of the ascended Jesus and the Holy Spirit empowering 

willing humans to submit to the rule and reign of Jesus 

as they make disciples in the world around them. As we 

journey through Acts, our desire is to inspire believers 

to not only learn about Jesus, but to take on His calling 

of going, baptizing, teaching, and making disciples of the 

people the Lord has put in our lives. 

Let’s journey together!

ACTS FROM 
THE AIR



ACTS FROM 
THE GROUND

We are entering into a section of scripture where the 

disciples and followers of Jesus have experienced life 

change and a supernatural addition to their fellowship. 

They are moving from a place of waiting and seeing growth 

to a place where they will be supernaturally sent into the 

known world to be a blessing to others. In the midst of this 

time, they see trials, pain, sorrows, and joy. As we walk with 

them through this journey, our hope is that you will find 

yourself in similar places.

We will see God move in incredible ways in their lives, and 

we hope that you will see God move in your life throughout 

this series. Let’s be on the lookout! 



The New Wilderness
Acts tells us multiple times that the Lord supernaturally 

added members to their fellowship each day as they pursued 

Him through their obedience and passion. As we look at the 

new terrain that the disciples begin to embark on, we’ll see 

different areas that we should also pay attention to.

New Hills  - The Scripture gives us continual new 

areas of growth. The Bible is alive and living. We believe 

that God’s word is written by the Holy Spirit and co-written 

by its human authors. This means that every time we read 

the scripture, we see new and different things that God is 

pointing out to us. As we embark on new journeys into the 

wilderness, much like the disciples, we see new ways that 

God is inspiring us.

Valleys -  In the natural terrain, 

there are valleys. These are areas of 

“depression” in the natural world. For 

us, we see valleys as areas of darkness 

and shadows. In the midst of the hardest 

things in our lives, we can find Jesus as 

our helper and friend. As we experience 

life’s highs and lows, we can expect to 

find God in both.



Mountains  - 

In the same ways that the 

Valleys are the lows, 

mountains represent the high 

points in our lives. Valleys 

might represent our sorrows 

and sadness, the mountains 

represent the areas that we 

see God showing up in real 

ways. We need to be careful to 

see God in the highs and the 

lows, but the highs are places 

where we see God showing up 

in real time.

Companions - 

On the journey, we need 

people to walk beside us. 

These companions see us 

when we fall or when we 

succeed. They see us in 

our strengths and 

weaknesses and meet us 

in those places. Who has 

God placed in your life 

to go on the journey with 

you? How can both of you 

succeed by being present 

in life’s highs and lows?



WEEK ONE | Meeting 
Needs Wisely

“And the word of God continued to increase, and the number 
of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great 
many of the priests became obedient to the faith.” Acts 6:7

Acts 6 starts with the disciples being met by a dilemma. 

They were doing the work of ministry by praying and 

teaching, yet there were people in the community who felt 

they had been looked over or had their needs missed. The 

wise direction of the Lord was for the disciples to appoint 

people who would be considered deacons who would 

handle the very physical work of care while the disciples 

continued to pray, teach, and care inside of the church. This 

distinction doesn’t mean that the disciples didn’t love the 

people that the deacons were caring for - they were caring 

by viewing the giftings that God had given them and the 

giftings that God had given the deacons. When we build up 

others, we allow their gifts to become gifts to other people.

This week, spend time thinking about the needs around you. 

Answer the following questions and write your answers on 

the following page.

Who do I need to pray for? 

Who do I need to have a conversation with about Jesus? 

Who do I need to show up for to meet a need?”



PRAY FOR:

SHARE GOOD 
NEWS WITH:

A NEED 
TO MEET:



OTHER NOTES:

NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





WEEK TWo | Martyrdom

“And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great 
wonders and signs among the people. Then some of those 
who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was 
called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of 
those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 
But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with 
which he was speaking.” Acts 6:8-10

Stephen was chosen as one of the deacons, and his 

words were offensive to the world around him. He was an 

example of Jesus’ power, passion, and the Gospel. 

Unfortunately, this example isn’t uncommon through 

the years, but Stephen stands as the first follower of 

Jesus who was a martyr (which in the original Greek means 

a witness). This week, spend some time looking up stories of 

others who have given their lives for Jesus. As you do this, 

please be aware that some of the stories are graphic or 

could be triggering. We are including this material to show 

what others have gone through for their faith in Jesus, not 

to hurt or cause trauma.

Check out the link for some of these stories:

www.christian-history.org/christian-martyrs.html

Spend time using the space On the next page to process how 

these stories have made you feel.



NAME OF MARTYR:

MAJOR TAKEAWAY FROM THEIR STORY:

WHO THEY WERE A WITNESS TO: 

PARTS OF THEIR STORY THAT STOOD OUT TO ME:

NAME OF MARTYR:

MAJOR TAKEAWAY FROM THEIR STORY:

WHO THEY WERE A WITNESS TO: 

PARTS OF THEIR STORY THAT STOOD OUT TO ME:



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





WEEK THREE | Opposition 
Arrises

“And the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was 
being said by Philip, when they heard him and saw the signs 
that he did. For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, 
came out of many who had them, and many who were 
paralyzed or lame were healed. So there was much joy in 
that city.” Acts 8:6-8

After the martyrdom of Stephen, the Gospel started to catch 

the current church on fire. With the ground swell, the 

people of Jesus were met with almost immediate opposition. 

We see Saul, who would become Paul, persecute the church 

more, and the church of Jesus begin to scatter. This is a 

direct and important reminder for us as we live our lives in 

the name of Jesus. When opposition arises, God always meets 

His people and grows His church.

This week, spend some time thinking about the questions on 

the following page. 

“WHEN OPPOSITION ARISES, GOD 
ALWAYS MEETS HIS PEOPLE AND 
GROWS HIS CHURCH.”



What is a difficult or sad situation that you have endured?

What are some ways that you were impacted?

How did God show up in that space?

How has this space made you think about God?

How have you responded since then?



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





WEEK FOUR | Burning 
Hearts

“Now when they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, 
they returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel to many 
villages of the Samaritans.”ACTS 8:25

As the disciples and the church scatter, we see some 

really powerful and miraculous signs and wonders. The 

magician, Simon, comes to know Jesus and starts to follow 

Him. Then Philip meets and baptizes an Ethiopian Eunuch. 

These stories are incredible, but they are not rare in Acts. 

God set people’s hearts on fire and showed them signs and 

wonders that they could use as waypoints to trust Jesus.

As you spend time with Jesus this week, pay attention each 

day to the remarkable and powerful ways that God is moving. 

Take time in the FOLLOWING SPACES to write out any specific 

God moments that you NOTICE. What appointments did He set up 

for you? What miracles did He work out? What are some very 

specific ways that you saw Him work? What ways was your 

heart more set on fire for Him?

GOD PROVIDED...



I SAW GOD In... 

I NOTICED GOD WHEN...

GOD BROUGHT TO MIND...

GOD MOVED POWERFULLY TO...



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





CHALLENGES ENCOUnTERED:

PRIORITIES MOVING FORWARD: 

SCRIPTURE THAT WAS HELPFUL: 

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

DATE FINISHED: 

ACCOMPANIED BY: 

ARCHIVE
NOTES FOR




