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In our journey through Acts, we have seen 

the persecution against the Church 

intensify, and have seen the Gospel extend 

beyond Jerusalem. We were introduced to a 

character by the name of Saul who presided 

over the stoning of Stephen in Acts 7:58. If 

you would ever think of there being an 

impossibility of one who could come to a 

saving faith in the Lord Jesus, it would be 

this Saul, as he was committed to putting 

an end to all “disciples of Jesus”. But never 

underestimate the power of God to change a 

human heart! 

As we follow along with this unexpected 

turn, we are overcome by the power of the 

grace of God at work in radical conversions 

of not only Jews, but also Gentiles. As we 

will see, this is a fulfillment of Jesus’ 

words to His disciples in John 10:16: ”And I 
have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must 
bring them also, and they will listen to My voice. 
So there will be one flock, one Shepherd.”

As we continue through Acts and 

consider truly acting as world changers 

for the Gospel, may we continue to never 

underestimate the power of God’s loving 

and powerful grace that has the power to 

transform the human heart.

Pastor Bryan

DEAR CHURCH



Right Now Media: 
Acts FROM Lausanne Movement

The Acts of the Apostles FROM Louis Giglio 

Acts FROM Eyewitness

Apps and Websites:
gspathway.org

Blueletter Bible

Stepbible

Verses App

Books:
“The Challenge of Acts” by N.T. Wright

“The Book of Acts” by F.F. Bruce

“The Familiar Stranger” by Tyler Staton

“Miracles” by Craig Keener

“Foxe’s Book of Martyrs” by John foxe

For the Family:
“Adventures in Acts” by David Luckman 

  and Silvana Di Marcello

Scan this code or use the link for 
small group questions each week. 
www.gracespringchurch.org/sermon-series

RESOURCES 
FoR THE 
JOURNEY



		         The book of Acts is the second book 	

		         written by the physician, Luke. In 

conjunction with The Gospel of Luke, Acts was written to 

share the good news of Jesus and point to the continued 

work of the church after Jesus’ ascension. The overall theme 

of the Acts of the Apostles could be summed up as “the Good 

News of Jesus Christ permeating the world through the 

formation of communities that focus on the teaching and 

discipleship of Jesus.” We see this work Carried forth 

through the acts of the apostles and those who have 

encountered and been changed by Jesus.

Acts follows Peter, Paul, and others as the Holy Spirit 

empowers them to reach out to the known world with the 

Gospel of Jesus. Through various missionary journeys, we 

see the Gospel go forth in power to form new communities 

of believers. Many of the results of these journeys are 

documented through the epistles written by Paul, Peter, and 

other disciples as they write to strengthen, encourage, and 

admonish the churches that were planted.

We see the Acts of the Apostles as something greater 

than the work of any individual; rather, as the work of the 

ascended Jesus and the Holy Spirit empowering 

willing humans to submit to the rule and reign of Jesus 

as they make disciples in the world around them. As we 

journey through Acts, our desire is to inspire believers 

to not only learn about Jesus, but to take on His calling 

of going, baptizing, teaching, and making disciples of the 

people the Lord has put in our lives. 

Let’s journey together!

ACTS FROM 
THE AIR



ACTS FROM THE GROUND
We are about to enter into some unfamiliar ground. We’ve 

seen the martyrdom of Stephen and the coldness of Saul. 

In Acts 9 and 10, God opens up the eyes of Saul and Peter 

in two drastically different ways. The path of the believers 

moves in some very unexpected and incredible directions.

Sometimes, when we are on a hiking path, we come upon a new 

route that makes so much more sense than the direction we 

are currently going. We are about to see the church 

encounter something similar. The path that the church has 

been going down is altered drastically through the power 

of God. The question is: are they ready to rise up and meet the 

challenge?

And the question for you to consider is: 

	 am I ready to see God in the unexpected path? 

	Am  I ready to follow the Spirit in ways that might seem 

		f  oreign or uncertain to me? 

	Am  I prepared to walk forward, even when it feels uncomfortable 

		  or frustrating?

God is calling you to 
the unexpected path. 

Will you listen and follow?



New Paths Mean New Fruit
In this section of Acts, we will see unexpected highs and 

unexpected lows. New paths open to the followers of Jesus, 

and that can be frightening territory.

FLASHLIGHT
In the darkness of new 

paths, the flashlight of 

God’s truth blazes the 

way forward. Have you 

considered memorizing 

scripture to help you 

on this journey? When 

we hide His word in our 

hearts, it makes the 

unexpected paths a 

little bit easier to 

traverse. Throughout 

this part of our journey, 

consider picking out one 

verse a week to memorize.

COMPASS
The Holy Spirit is our 

ultimate compass. When 

we trust in Him, He keeps 

our path straight. On 

the unexpected path, we 

might feel scared or 

unsure, but He will 

never let us down. As 

you walk through this 

part of our journey, 

consider praying prayers 

like, “Holy Spirit, show 
me what You have for me,” 
or, “Holy Spirit, guide and 
direct me to see how You are 
moving.”



BOOTS
Having the right 

equipment is everything 

in the wilderness. 

Isaiah 52:7 says, “
How beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of 
him who brings good news.” 
This applies not only to 

ourselves, but to those 

who feel lost on the 

journey. We have the 

opportunity to be the 

hands and feet of the 

Gospel - even in 

unexpected places. 

Continue to preach the 

Gospel to yourself and 

to others!

NOURISHMENT
We know from scripture 

that the Gospel 

produces good fruit in 

us. Galatians 5:22-23 

tells us: “the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness,
 goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control.” 
Along the pathway, we 

will need proper 

nourishment. The fruit 

of the Spirit fills us up, 

helps us pour out, and 

prepares us for every 

good and perfect gift 

from the Father.

As you think about a potential new path in front of you, here 

are some helpful tools that might help you navigate any 

uncertainty:



WEEK ONE | A 
CONVICTED SOUL

“For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. And im-
mediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is 
the Son of God.” And all who heard him were amazed and said, 
“Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those 
who called upon this name? And has he not come here for 
this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 
But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded 
the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the 
Christ.” Acts 9:19-22

Acts 9 begins by showing us the radical transformation of 

Saul. The same man who watched Stephen’s martyrdom with 

conviction and sought the life of Christians was suddenly 

and miraculously drawn to Christ. The miracle on the road 

to Damascus is a remarkable reminder that even the most 

hardened heart can be softened and changed by the Holy 

Spirit.

The other remarkable piece of this story is the obedience of 

Ananais, who worked as a vessel of the Lord to help Saul. He 

could have been killed, but trusted God to minister to Saul’s 

needs. How often do we refuse to step out into what God has 

called us to do for fear of embarrassment or persecution 

when He promises us new life? This week, spend some time 

thinking about who the Lord has placed in your path. Use 

the following exercise to embark on this journey.



Someone the Lord has called me to minister to:

Has the Holy Spirit softened their heart?

HOW is the Lord calling me to pray for them?

What is the Lord calling me to say to them?

How will I be obedient each day this week?

What fruit have I seen this week?



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





WEEK TWo | HOLY AWARENESS

“And when he (Paul) had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to 
join the disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did 
not believe that he was a disciple. But Barnabas took him and 
brought him to the apostles and declared to them how on 
the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at 
Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus. So he 
went in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in 
the name of the Lord.” Acts 9:26-28

This portion of Acts is a reminder that things aren’t always 

as they seem. As Paul comes to the disciples, they are 

fearful of him for his part in the killing of Stephen and 

persecution of the believers. Barnabas is wise and brave 

enough to show them that God has moved in Paul’s life and 

has called and saved him. This is a reminder for us that 

God’s ways are greater than our ways and the things that we 

see and fear might not be what God is actually doing.

Think of a time that God 

surprised you. 

Write about it:



Think of a time that God 

surprised you. 

Write about it:

WHAT DID

YOU EXPECT

TO HAPPEN?

WHAT 

ACTUALLY 

HAPPENED?

WHAT DID 

IT MEAN 

TO YOU? 

Think of something in 

your life that you are 

hoping will happen. 

Write about it:

WHAT IS 

YOUR 

DESIRED 

OUTCOME?

HOW CAN 

YOU TRUST 

GOD FOR 

THIS?

WHAT 

PRAYERS OF 

TRUST CAN 

YOU PRAY?



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





WEEK THREE | HEALING 
AND RESURRECTION

“But Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and 
turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her 
eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. And he gave her his 
hand and raised her up. Then, calling the saints and widows, 
he presented her alive. And it became known throughout all 
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord” Acts 9:40-42

Acts 9:32-43 gives us a really great view into some of the 

miracles that the disciples performed in the name of Jesus. 

We see a paralyzed man named Aeneas who is healed after 

being bedridden for eight years. Then, Peter brings Tabitha 

back from the dead. As we think about miracles, it can be 

hard to believe that we will see these same types of things 

in our own lives. Yet we can be certain that we follow a God 

who cares about us in the same ways that He did for Aeneas 

and Tabitha!

What is something that seems impossible to me that I’m still 

trusting God for?

Spend time writing a prayer, asking God to move.



What does God showing up in this space look like?

Spend time writing a prayer, asking Him to show up.

What would it look like if God didn’t show up how I expected 

Him to?

Spend time writing a prayer, asking Him for His will to be 

done.

What does thankfulness look like in both situations?

Spend time writing a prayer OF THANKFULNESS.



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





Why badges? 
We have been living in a visual theme of hiking and nature 

exploration. Most of our experiences when setting out on a new 

trail include uncertainty, excitement, and wonder. The reality is 

there are things that will be required of us that we don’t know 

yet, and there are things we will experience that we haven’t seen 

yet. At the end of it all we will end up somewhere different than 

where we started. It can be more than we bargained for, but will 

always expand our perspectives if we let it. The early church was 

expereincing these things on a much grander scale, and they a

lso had the holy spirit with them, encouraging them and testifying 

to them of the goodness of this new way of life. These badges 

portray the different portions of the journey the spirit was 

leading them on in pursuit of the kingdom of God. 



Behind the Design: 
While there are many aspects of choosing elements for the 

graphics we use, we are always seeking the spirit’s help in 

uniquely representing underlying themes and messages he 

is prompting in our body. 

IN Paul’s testimony, along with many in the early 

church, the believers are turning from the only life 

of religion they’ve known, one rooted in the law, 

performance, and paying for their sins with sacrifice.

Now, their sins have been paid for in full by the blood of 

jesus, and they have been brought into a new kingdom and 

family. This isn’t anything like they had envisioneD, but 

the powerful testimony of a risen savior compels them.. 

as they are learning more about what God has in mind for 

his kingdom, they are fully dependent on the holy spirit to 

navigate these unexpected paths. Paths that invite former 

persecutors to participate, and lead them to gentile nations. 



WEEK FOUR | PARADIGM SHIFT

“So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that 
God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who 
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. ”ACTS 

10:34-35

Acts 10 documents an incredible shift in the early church. 

For the first time, Gentiles are welcomed into the family of 

God by the Jewish believers. Peter sees a vision and is 

compelled by the Holy Spirit to see that Jesus’ grace was 

for everyone. This remarkable shift shows the other 

disciples and followers that God has a special plan for ALL 

who believe in Him. This gives us the space to remember that 

we can share the Gospel with anyone and that when they 

believe, God will show up in their lives. This week spend 

some time thinking about your own story that you might 

share with someone who doesn’t believe in Jesus. 

A testimony is simply a way to tell your own story of 

salvation. This simple template will help you to write out 

your testimony. Think about who you were before Jesus, how 

He showed up, and how life has been since you trusted Him. 

Answer the following prompts and then spend the rest of 

the week working to remember your answers and praying 

about who God might invite you to share it with.



Before 

God 

I was:

Then God 

showed 

up by:

SINCE THEN, 

LIFE HAS 

BEEN:

MY TESTIMONY:



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





WEEK FIVE | COMMUNION

“For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that 
the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is 
my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In 
the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes.”1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Communion is a powerful practice through which we remember 

Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. He poured out His blood 

and had 

His body broken for us so that we could enter into a 

relationship with the Father. When we take communion, 

we are declaring that we remember His sacrifice and join 

Him in relationship. This week spend time walking in 

communion with Him. At least once this week, take communion 

with someone who is close to you. Remember - communion isn’t 

only something that happens at church. It is a holy moment 

where we remember Jesus, and can take place as we commune 

with others. This might look like the traditional grape juice 

and bread, or it might look like breaking bread with others 

in view of what Jesus has done.



Spend time thinking through the following 

thoughts in relation to communion and 

remembering Christ’S sacrifice.

What does this
mean for me? 

HOW CAN I HONOR 
HIM THIS WEEK? 

HOW HAVE I SEEN 
THIS PRACTICED? 

HOW HAVE I VIEWED 
THIS IN THE PAST? 

HOW DOES THIS PROCLAIM 
THE GOod news? 

How can i make this a 
regular practice? 



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.
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