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As our journey continues, we will get to 

see the fruit of God’s work in redirecting 

the zeal of a man once referred to as Saul 

(Hebrew name), now referred to in this 

section of Acts as Paul (Roman name), who 

was called by God to be ‘the apostle to 

the Gentiles’ (Acts 9:15; Romans 11:13). Paul 

would become the greatest church planter 

who ever lived, and go on to write the most 

letters (13 books out of 27) included in 

our New Testament Scriptures.  

What is encouraging through this journey 

is that Paul was not perfect, but surrounded 

himself with like-minded and missional 

people who held one another to the 

standard of Jesus. This kept each of these 

ministry partners true to their purpose and 

priority of making much of the Name of 

Jesus, living as true worshipers of Jesus 

in all aspects of life. When failure would 

happen, they would cling to the grace of 

God offered, allowing them to get back up 

and rejoin the race. When persecution would 

happen, they would learn how to praise the 

Lord regardless of their circumstances. It 

was through these actions that the mission 

of the Good News of Jesus multiplIED.

PASTOR BRYAN TEMA 

DEAR CHURCH



Right Now Media: 
Acts FROM Lausanne Movement

The Acts of the Apostles FROM Louis Giglio 

Acts FROM Eyewitness

Apps and Websites:
gspathway.org

Blueletter Bible

Stepbible

Verses App

Books:
“The Challenge of Acts” by N.T. Wright

“The Book of Acts” by F.F. Bruce

“The Familiar Stranger” by Tyler Staton

“Miracles” by Craig Keener

“Foxe’s Book of Martyrs” by John foxe

For the Family:
“Adventures in Acts” by David Luckman 

  and Silvana Di Marcello

Scan this code or use the link for 
small group questions each week. 
www.gracespringchurch.org/sermon-series

RESOURCES 
FoR THE 
JOURNEY



The book of Acts is the second book written by the 

physician, Luke. In conjunction with The Gospel of Luke, Acts 

was written to share the good news of Jesus and point to 

the continued work of the church after Jesus’ ascension. The 

overall theme of the Acts of the Apostles could be summed 

up as “the Good News of Jesus Christ permeating the world 

through the formation of communities that focus on the 

teaching and discipleship of Jesus.” We see this work 

Carried forth through the acts of the apostles and those 

who have encountered and been changed by Jesus.

Acts follows Peter, Paul, and others as the Holy Spirit 

empowers them to reach out to the known world with the 

Gospel of Jesus. Through various missionary journeys, 

we see the Gospel go forth in power to form new 

communities of believers. Many of the results of 

these journeys are documented through the epistles 

written by Paul, Peter, and other disciples as they 

write to strengthen, encourage, and admonish the 

churches that were planted.

ACTS FROM THE AIR



ACTS FROM THE GROUND
The church is growing in unprecedented ways. The apostles 

are moving around the known world, sharing the Gospel 

and experiencing persecution. Through this section, we see 

incredible highs and desperate lows - but the reminder over 

and over again is that God uses His people to fulfill His 

purposes. We’ll see bonds grow between the apostles, and 

we’ll see disagreements and separation. Even in the midst of 

all of this, God is planting seeds in fertile soil that will 

HELP people come to know Him in radical ways.

As you follow along throughout The Widening Way, open your 

heart and mind to the work that God is calling you to. In the 

same way that the apostles trusted God to expand His 

kingdom through their head, heart, and hands, engage with 

God through expectation that the mission field is all 

around you. How could he use you in your place of surrender 

to invite others into His kingdom?

				L    et’s follow the Widening Way!

We see the Acts of the Apostles as something greater 

than the work of any individual; rather, as the work of the 

ascended Jesus and the Holy Spirit, empowering 

willing humans to submit to the rule and reign of Jesus 

as they make disciples in the world around them. As we 

journey through Acts, our desire is to inspire believers 

to not only learn about Jesus, but to take on His calling 

of going, baptizing, teaching, and making disciples of the 

people the Lord has put in our lives. 

Let’s journey together!



Tools for the Way
As the apostles broke new ground and followed the call

 of Jesus into the world around them, they needed His 

wisdom and the power of the Holy Spirit. As we follow 

their example and trust in Jesus, we need to be prepared 

to move in the ways that He has called us. These tools 

will help you on your journey.

Companions:
The apostles give us an amazing example of traveling 

together. They realized that the mission in front 

of them was expansive and that sometimes we just 

need other people. When the road is hard, when 

we feel heavy, and when we can’t see the path in 

front of us, companions on the journey can help 

us to keep moving forward as they 

encourage us in the spirit.

Mission:
The apostles were living for something bigger 

than themselves. They knew both who God had 

called them to be and what He had called them 

to. When the path widens, and we feel confused, 

knowing our mission can be the difference 

between stalling out and pushing forward.

God’s Word: 
Often, throughout this section, we see God’s 

people pointing back to what He said through His 

word. The Holy Spirit has given us the tool that 

we need to remember God’s character and calling. 

As we journey through this path, work on 

memorizing God’s word so it can guide you when 

you don’t feel certain.



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER FROM 
PASTOR bRYAN: 

Am I living the life of a 

worshiper of Jesus, giving 

Him control over all areas 

of my life?  

Do I tend to fly solo, or, 

like Paul, do I look for 

ministry partners for 

purposes of accountability?

Do I pour the wisdom that 

I have acquired into others, 

or has my life grown 

apathetic?

What needs to change and 

how should this impact my 

prayer life?



WEEK ONE | A 
Missional Mindset

“The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the 
word of the Lord. But when the Jews saw the crowds, they 
were filled with jealousy and began to contradict what was 
spoken by Paul, reviling him. And Paul and Barnabas spoke 
out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word of God 
be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning 
to the Gentiles. For so the Lord has commanded us, saying,
“‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring 
salvation to the ends of the earth.’” And when the Gentiles 
heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word 
of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life 
believed. And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout 
the whole region.” Acts 13:44-49

We see a great tension in Acts 11 and 13. Paul has been 

called by Jesus to minister to the Gentiles, and the Jews, 

who are the chosen people of God, stand in the frustration 

of seeing God’s promise extend to people that they have 

traditionally seen as unworthy. Paul and Barnabas’ ministry 

shows us a poignant truth. God’s call of salvation is open 

and available for all who believe - even the people that 

might surprise us.

This week, we’ll spend time thinking about who God has put 

in our path and called us to point towards Him. Map out your 

week and think about the following: Who has Jesus called 

you to show His love to where you live, where you work, and 

where you play?



LET’S MAP OUR WEEK! 
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R
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NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





WEEK TWo |  Battle Ready

“Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very 
night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with 
two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the 
prison. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, 
and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and 
woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his 
hands. And the angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on 
your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your 
cloak around you and follow me.” And he went out and 
followed him. He did not know that what was being done by 
the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. When 
they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to 
the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its 
own accord, and they went out and went along one street, 
and immediately the angel left him. When Peter came to 
himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his 
angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all 
that the Jewish people were expecting.” Acts 12:6-11

In Acts 12, persecution in the church ramps up. James is 

killed by Herod, and Peter is arrested and set to be 

executed for His ministry. God had been preparing these men 

for this season in intentional ways. They knew His word, 

knew His presence, and knew His calling. When persecution 

came, they were prepared to do what they needed to do in 

order to spread The Gospel.

Sometimes it can be difficult to face the trials of the 

world because we don’t prepare our minds. This week, use the 

following exercise to help memorize a passage of scripture 

that will help you to stand up to the issues in front of you.



Potential verses to consider: 

Proverbs 3:5-6, Isaiah 41:10, Romans 8:28, Isaiah 26:3

As you think about which verse would be helpful to memorize, 

consider your current circumstances and look for verses in 

the Bible or online that speak to that specific issue.

Day One: Read it multiple times and let it speak 

	 to you.

Day Two: Write it out multiple times and let it 

	   speak to you.

Day Three: Write it out multiple times without 

	   referencing the words!

Day Four: Share it with someone close to you.

Day Five: Pray it throughout the day.

Day Six: Ask God for a new verse.

Day Seven: Start the process with that 

	    new verse.

CHOSEN VERSE: 



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





WEEK THREE | Trials and 
Tribulations

“Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish 
synagogue and spoke in such a way that a great number of 
both Jews and Greeks believed. But the unbelieving Jews stirred 
up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers. 
So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord, 
who bore witness to the word of his grace, granting signs 
and wonders to be done by their hands. But the people of the 
city were divided; some sided with the Jews and some with 
the apostles. When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and 
Jews, with their rulers, to mistreat them and to stone them, 
they learned of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of 
Lycaonia, and to the surrounding country, and there they 
continued to preach the gospel.” Acts 14:1-7

In Acts 14, we see Paul and Barnabas walk through various 

trials and tribulations. Not only are they beset by both 

Jews and Gentiles, but Paul is stoned and left to die. As 

is often the case, persecution in the church led to an 

explosion of growth and interest in The Gospel. Paul 

and Barnabas were so compelled by The Gospel that they 

couldn’t keep it to themselves - they had to bring it before 

others to present the hope of Jesus. This week, follow one 

of the examples On the following page and work through 

writing your testimony. This exercise can be helpful to 

prepare your heart and mind to share your testimony in a 

clear and Meaningful way with those around you.



Who are the four people who have had the most impact on 

your spiritual life? How? As you think about your 

relationship with them, how have they inspired your walk 

with Jesus? Use these stories to write out different stages 

of your life and how you might impact others.

Think through the major MILESTONES of your life. When did 

you come to know Jesus? How did He help you grow? What are 

some of the major life events that categorize each stage? 

What was the big lesson you learned in each stage? Can you 

put all of these areas together in one cohesive story that 

tells about your path with Jesus?

Take time to to answer these prompts and expound on them in 

a personal journal or even in the notes app on your phone. 

Try to Think of it in a way that you could memorize the whole 

exercise so that you could share it with someone in a minute 

or less.

WHAT IS YOUR STORY? 

Then spend some time thinking through the following questions:

Who is someone that the Lord has put in my life that i might 

share The Gospel with?

What are some reasons that i might feel hesitant to share with 

them?

What makes The Gospel such good news that it’s worth sharing?

How can i bridge the gap between the two?

WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH YOUR STORY? 



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





Communing with god & 
others this summer 
“God is often experienced not only in dramatic moments, but 
in attention, delight, relationship, movement, beauty, and rest.”
Complete one activity from each category every week,

Choose activities that challenge your usual rhythms,

Journal where you sensed God most clearly.

CREATE
Make something. Reflect the creativity of God.
Paint or sketch while listening to worship music

Write a prayer in the form of a poem

Start a gratitude journal for the summer

Take photos of things that remind you of God’s beauty

Plant flowers, herbs, or a garden

Learn to bake bread from scratch

Create a playlist that captures your spiritual journey

Build something with your hands (woodworking, pottery, LEGO, etc.)

Write encouragement cards to friends or neighbors

Make a piece of art inspired by a Psalm

Rearrange or decorate a space in your home to feel restful and sacred

Compose a simple prayer liturgy for your family or small group

CAVORT
Move your body. Experience God through motion, play, and wonder.
Take a “prayer walk” through your neighborhood

Go hiking and spend time in silence

Watch a sunrise or sunset outdoors

Swim in a lake or pool and thank God for joy

Dance in your kitchen to worship music

Try Sabbath biking: ride slowly with no destination

Play a sport just for fun

Go barefoot in the grass and practice gratitude

Spend an hour outside without your phone

Take your kids or friends to a park and fully join in the play

Practice breath prayers while stretching or exercising

Paddleboard, kayak, or canoe in silence.



COMMUNE
Spend meaningful time with others.
Share a meal with someone you want to know better

Host a backyard fire and tell stories

Pray with a friend weekly through the summer

Invite another family over for dessert

Ask an older believer about their faith journey

Have a no-phones dinner

Serve together at a local ministry or shelter

Reconnect with someone you’ve drifted away from

ATTEND CHURCH AND INTENTIONALLY SEEK OUT SOMEONE NEW TO MEET

Start a summer book discussion with friends

Bless a neighbor anonymously

Spend intentional one-on-one time with your spouse, child, or friend

CONSUME
Receive goodness thoughtfully: food, drink, books, beauty, and ideas.
Read a Gospel slowly over the summer

Read a book that stretches your understanding of God

Drink coffee outside in silence before checking your phone

Have a feast night and celebrate God’s abundance

Try fasting from something distracting for a week

Read a Psalm before bed every night

Listen to an album from start to finish without multitasking

Visit a local coffee shop and people-watch prayerfully

Read a biography of a faithful Christian

Eat fresh summer fruit slowly and gratefully

Memorize a meaningful passage of Scripture

Watch a meaningful film and discuss its themes with others

WEEK ONE: 

WEEK TWO:

WEEK THREE: 

WEEK FOUR: 

WEEK FIVE: 

WEEK SIX: 

WEEK SEVEN: 



WEEK FOUR | The Dangers 
of Legalism

“The apostles and the elders were gathered together to 
consider this matter. And after there had been much debate, 
Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you know that 
in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my 
mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and 
believe. And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, 
by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, and he made 
no distinction between us and them, having cleansed their 
hearts by faith. Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the 
test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither 
our fathers nor we have been able to bear? But we believe that 
we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as 
they will.”Acts 15:6-11

The apostles stand at a crossroads in Acts 15. Paul and 

Barnabas have found themselves pushing for inclusion of 

Gentiles in the family of Christ. The Pharisees have met them 

with contention and frustration, not believing that Gentiles 

are welcome in the new covenant. Paul and Barnabas make a 

case for inclusion and push against this legalism, and we 

see The Gospel advance in new ways, while also taking in 

the blowback from the Pharisees. As you read the passage 

and think through the conflict, spend time walking through 

the following exercise to think about how God’s radical 

inclusion changes lives.

REMEMBER : It’s because of God’s radical inclusion that we 

can come before Him and call Him Father. 



STEP ONE

Spend time thinking about people 

who you might have accidentally 

or unintentionally seen as being 

unworthy of His love or who might 

seem too far gone.

STEP TWO

Spend time asking God to soften 

your heart towards this person or 

group of people.

Take time to look through scripture or 

use the internet to find passages of 

scripture that talk about “the other.” 

Write any passages out IN THE COLUMN 

TO THE RIGHT that stand out to you.

STEP THREE

Take time to pray for God to 

draw your heart to be more open 

to His work and world.

PASSAGES 
About 

the other

NOW



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





WEEK FIVE | Teamwork

“As they went on their way through the cities, they delivered to 
them for observance the decisions that had been reached by the 
apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. So the churches 
were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers 
daily.” Acts 16:4-5

At the end of Acts 15 and the beginning of Acts 16, Paul and 

Barnabas separate, Paul and Silas begin traveling together, 

and Paul begins his relationship with Timothy. Even in the 

midst of conflict and frustration, God has a way of using 

His people to accomplish His goals. As we looked at legalism 

last week and saw the image of God in others, we have an 

opportunity to see Him in the midst of all of our struggles. 

Take time to pray this prayer each day this week and then 

reflect on how it made you feel each day:

Father, I come before You honestly and humbly, asking You to 
soften my heart. There are places in me that have become 
guarded, frustrated, weary, or numb, and I need Your Spirit to 
gently break through them. Forgive me for the ways I have failed to 
see others as people created in Your image. When I am quick to 
judge, slow to listen, or tempted to withdraw into bitterness or
indifference, remind me of the mercy You have shown me. Teach me 
to look at people through Your eyes - with compassion, patience, and 
grace. Help me to remember that every person I encounter carries 
dignity because they were formed by You and loved by You.

Jesus, shape my heart to reflect Yours. Remove pride, resentment, 
cynicism, and fear, and replace them with humility, tenderness, and 
understanding. Give me the ability to slow down long enough to truly 
see people - not as interruptions, opponents, or disappointments, but as 
image-bearers worthy of love and honor. Heal the places in me that 
have become hardened through hurt or disappointment, and make 
me more compassionate in the way I speak, think, and respond. Let 
Your love become greater than my defensiveness, and let Your Spirit 
form in me a heart that reflects the kindness, mercy, and truth of Your 
Kingdom. Amen.



Use the space below to write reflections 

each day on how the prayer has impacted 

your heart and mind:

M

T

W
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F
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NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





WEEK SIX | Transformed 
Life

“And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of 
Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come 
over to Macedonia and help us.” And when Paul had seen the 
vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, 
concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to 
them.” Acts 16:9-10

Paul’s second missionary journey continues as the Holy 

Spirit redirects him from Asia into Macedonia, leading to 

the spreading of the Gospel in Europe. Paul and his 

companions minister in Philippi, where Lydia becomes the 

first recorded convert, a slave girl is freed from demonic 

oppression, and Paul and Silas are imprisoned after 

disrupting local profits. Following a miraculous earthquake 

and their faithful witness, the Philippian jailer and his 

household come to faith. From there, Paul travels through 

Thessalonica and Berea, preaching that Jesus is the 

promised Messiah. While some reject the message and stir 

up persecution, many Jews and Greeks believe. Throughout 

the passage, God consistently guides His mission, opens 

hearts to the Gospel, and advances the church even through 

suffering, opposition, and unexpected circumstances.

As you process through this passage this week, think 

about the idea of perspective. We can often fall into a very 

earthly mindset where we prioritize our own needs, desires, 

and thoughts. The Christian identity helps us to realize that 

God’s ways are not our ways, and we have the opportunity to 

die to ourselves and think of others. This week, take time to 

walk through the following exercise:



What are some areas 

where I live only by 

my perspective? 

How does that affect 

others?

What does that show 

me about the way I 

live my life?

Who will I 

become if I 

practice this 

for the next 

20 years?

What areas of my 

life could the 

Gospel impact if I 

let it?

Who benefits from me 

living in my identity 

in Christ?

How can I build my 

life on His promises?

Who will I 

become if I 

practice this 

for the next 

20 years?

REFLECT ON WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS SHOWN YOU: 



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.





WEEK SEVEN | GOD WHO 
IS NEAR

“And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath 
days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining 
and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer 
and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I 
proclaim to you, is the Christ.” And some of them were 
persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many 
of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women.”
Acts 17:2-4

Paul arrives in Athens and is deeply troubled by the city’s 

widespread idolatry, yet he responds by engaging both Jews and 

Greek philosophers in thoughtful conversation about Jesus and 

the resurrection. Invited to speak at the Areopagus, Paul begins 

with the Athenians’ altar “to an unknown god” and uses it as a 

bridge to proclaim the one true Creator who made the world and 

does not dwell in temples made by human hands. He explains that 

God sustains all life, desires people to seek Him, and now calls 

everyone to repent because He has appointed Jesus as the judge 

of the world, proving it through the resurrection. While some mock 

Paul’s message, others are curious and a number of people believe, 

including Dionysius and Damaris. The passage highlights Paul’s 

ability to communicate the Gospel within a different culture while 

remaining faithful to the truth about Jesus. 

This good news that God doesn’t just exist as a concept, but is living, 

active, and desires to be known, is just as TRUE today as it was for 

the Athenians. It’s been said that Faith functions as tastebuds In 

our relationship with the living God. Tastebuds don’t determine what 

flavors or ingredients are in a food - they detect it. Similarly, our 

faith allows us to detect the nature of God in the world around us; 

things that are true of him whether we pick up on it or not. The 



danger comes when we are inundated with culture and our 

tastebuds stop functioning properly, unable to detect things 

about God’s nature accurately. When someone is malnourished, their 

tastebuds stop working correctly. Yet when we feast on his word 

and drink deeply of his presence, our faith allows us to see him in 

everything! 

SPEND THIS WEEK SEARCHing OUT 
THE EVIDENCE OF GOD

IN THESE AREAS OF YOUR LIFE

ART

PLAY

HEALTH

FOOD

WORK

COMMUNITY

NATUREFAMILY



NOTES FOR THE JOURNEY
Use this space to journal how you’re feeling throughout the 

week as you embrace this concept.





NOTES FOR THE SERMON
Use this space to take notes during the sermon this week.
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