
 
 

 
  

Tailor-Made Itinerary – pascal 

TRIP OVERVIEW 



Weather 15-20°C - Mild weather with occasional 

showers 

Budget €840–€1,420 / person 

Safety Low Risk - Stay aware of your 

surroundings and keep valuables secure. 

 

 



 Introduction 

Welcome, Pascal! This is a tailor-made, expert-designed preliminary 

itinerary for your upcoming Italian getaway as a couple. Based on your 

preferences, you’ll explore the charming Tuscan town of Barga, the 

Ligurian village of Arcola, and the iconic Cinque Terre. This plan is 

logistics-aware, realistic, and ready for refinement to match your travel 

style and pace. 

●​ Traveler Profile: Couple (2 adults), no children. 

●​ Dates: April 16–23, 2026 (7 nights / 8 days). 

●​ Destinations: Barga (Tuscany), Arcola (Liguria), Day trip to Cinque 

Terre. 

●​ Accommodation: Budget hotels (with comfort and charm). 

●​ Budget: €12,000 per person (ample for upgrades and unique 

experiences). 

 Why Italy, Barga & Arcola? 

Italy in April is a delight: mild weather, spring blossoms, and fewer crowds. 

Barga offers Tuscan authenticity, medieval streets, and culinary gems. 

Arcola is a gateway to Liguria’s coast and the picturesque Cinque Terre, 

perfect for scenic hikes and seaside relaxation. This itinerary blends slow 

travel, local culture, and iconic landscapes—ideal for couples seeking both 



discovery and downtime. 

TIP: April’s mild temperatures (15–20°C) and spring blooms make it perfect 

for outdoor exploration. Pack layers and a light raincoat for occasional 

showers. 

 Custom Program: Day-by-Day Itinerary 

 Day 1: Arrival in Tuscany – Barga 

●​

Morning: Arrive at Pisa or Florence airport (TBD – recommend Pisa 



for proximity). Private transfer (1h30) or rental car to Barga. Early 

check-in if possible. 

●​ Afternoon: Settle into your hotel. Stroll through Barga’s medieval 

center, visit the Duomo di San Cristoforo, and enjoy a coffee in Piazza 

Angelio. 

●​ Evening: Dinner at a local trattoria—try traditional “tordelli lucchese.” 

●​ Highlight: Sunset views from the Duomo terrace. 

Accommodation Options: 

●​ Residence La Mezzaluna (budget guesthouse) – Central Barga. 

Family-run, apartment-style guesthouse with spotless, quirky artistic 

rooms; emphasizes local hospitality and proximity to medieval sites. 

From €80-100/night. 

●​ Villa Gherardi - B&B e Hostel (historic B&B/hostel) – Barga old town. 

Locally-owned, beautifully furnished rooms, pet-friendly, and 

supports regional artisan vibes. From €90-120/night. 

●​ Agriturismo Il Tiglio (farm stay) – Garfagnana countryside near 

Barga. Sustainable farm stay with garden terrace, homegrown 

produce, and authentic rural immersion. From €70-110/night. 

TIP: Choose locally-owned guesthouses or agriturismi for a more authentic 

and sustainable Tuscan experience. 

Transfer: Pisa airport to Barga: ~1h30 by private transfer or rental car. 

 Day 2: Discover Barga & Garfagnana 



●​

Morning: Guided walking tour of Barga’s history and artisan 

workshops: 2-hour stroll through the medieval center, Duomo, and 

local craftspeople. €20-30/person, 2h. 

●​ Afternoon: Garfagnana countryside excursion with pecorino 

cheese tasting: Half-day visit to Castelnuovo farms, short easy hikes, 

and cheese tasting. Supports local producers. €40-60/person, 3-4h. 

●​ Evening: Aperitivo in a local wine bar, followed by dinner in Barga. 

●​ Highlight: Private wine tasting at a local enoteca: Evening session 

with Garfagnana wines, authentic small-producer focus. 

€25-40/person, 1-2h. 



Accommodation Options: Same as Day 1. 

TIP: Book activities with small local operators to support the community 

and enjoy a more personal experience. 

 Day 3: Lucca or Relax in Barga 

●​

Morning: Option 1: Day trip to Lucca (1h drive). Cycle or walk the 

Renaissance walls, visit Puccini’s birthplace, explore artisan shops. 

●​ Afternoon: Lunch in Lucca’s Piazza Anfiteatro. Return to Barga by 

late afternoon. 



●​ Alternative: Stay in Barga for a spa session or cooking class (to be 

arranged). 

●​ Evening: Relaxed dinner in Barga; live music at a local bar if available. 

●​ Highlight: Cycling the Lucca walls or hands-on pasta making. 

Accommodation Options: Same as Day 1. 

TIP: Renting a car gives you flexibility for day trips to Lucca and the 

Garfagnana countryside. 

Transfer: Barga to Lucca: ~1h drive (each way). 

 Day 4: From Barga to Arcola (Transfer Day) 



●​

Morning: Leisurely breakfast. Check out by 11:00. Drive to Arcola 

(approx. 2h30, scenic route via Apuan Alps). 

●​ Afternoon: Arrive in Arcola. Check into hotel. Explore the old town, 

castle, and panoramic viewpoints. 

●​ Evening: Dinner at a local trattoria—sample Ligurian specialties 

(pesto, seafood). 

●​ Highlight: Evening stroll with views over the Magra valley. 

Accommodation Options: 

●​ Albergo Serena (budget hotel) – Arcola center. Simple, family-owned, 

clean, and friendly; walking distance to old town and Magra valley 



views. From €70-100/night. 

●​ B&B La Casa del Bambero (historic B&B) – Arcola village. Cozy, 

locally-run B&B in a restored building with authentic Ligurian 

hospitality and panoramic terraces. From €90-120/night. 

TIP: The scenic drive from Barga to Arcola via the Apuan Alps is a 

highlight—consider stopping for photos along the way. 

Transfer: Barga to Arcola: ~2h30 by car (scenic route). 

 Day 5: Day Trip to Cinque Terre 

●​

Morning: Early drive (15 min) to La Spezia. Take the train to Cinque 



Terre villages (Riomaggiore, Manarola, Vernazza, Monterosso). 

Explore by train or ferry. Moderate hikes possible (1–3h segments). 

Cinque Terre Card: €20-30/person, full day. 

●​ Afternoon: Lunch in Vernazza or Monterosso. Continue exploring or 

relax by the sea. 

●​ Evening: Return to Arcola by train and car. Light dinner or gelato in 

Arcola or La Spezia. 

●​ Highlight: Sunset aperitivo overlooking the Ligurian Sea. 

Accommodation Options: Same as Day 4. 

TIP: Use trains and ferries in Cinque Terre to minimize driving and enjoy 

stress-free village hopping. 

Transfer: Arcola to La Spezia: ~15 min by car; La Spezia to Cinque Terre: 

15–30 min by train. 

 Day 6: Portovenere or Lerici – Ligurian Gems 



●​

Morning: Short drive to Portovenere (40 min) or Lerici (30 min). 

Explore pastel harbors, medieval castles, and seaside promenades. 

●​ Afternoon: Boat trip to Palmaria Island from Portovenere: Scenic 

coastal ride with sea views, community-based operators. 

€25-40/person, 2-3h. Or relax at a waterfront café. 

●​ Evening: Return to Arcola. Farewell dinner—try local “muscoli ripieni” 

(stuffed mussels). 

●​ Highlight: Boat ride with panoramic coastal views. 

Accommodation Options: Same as Day 4. 

TIP: Book your boat trip with local operators in Portovenere for a more 



sustainable and authentic experience. 

Transfer: Arcola to Portovenere: ~40 min by car; Arcola to Lerici: ~30 min 

by car. 

 Day 7: Leisure in Arcola & Departure 

●​

Morning: Leisurely breakfast. Last stroll through Arcola, visit local 

market if open. 

●​ Afternoon: Check out. Transfer to Pisa or Florence airport (TBD, 

approx. 1h–1h30) for return flight. 



●​ Evening: Departure. 

●​ Highlight: Savoring the final Italian espresso with a view. 

TIP: Pisa airport is the most convenient for your return, just 1–1.5h from 

Arcola by car. 

Transfer: Arcola to Pisa airport: ~1–1.5h by car. 

 Customizable Options 

●​ Private guides for Barga, Lucca, or Cinque Terre (deeper local 

immersion). Approx. €20-30/person for Barga walking tour. 

●​ Cooking class in Barga or Liguria (pasta, pesto, or seafood focus). 

Prices vary; ask for recommendations. 

●​ Upgrade to boutique or eco-lodge for select nights (ample budget 

for upgrades). 

●​ Wine tasting tour in Garfagnana or Cinque Terre. €25-40/person. 

●​ E-bike rental for countryside exploration. Ask for local rental options. 

●​ Chauffeur-driven transfers instead of self-drive. Available on 

request. 

TIP: Your budget allows for private guides, upgraded rooms, and unique 

experiences—let us know your preferences! 

 Alternative Options 

●​ Slower pace: Add a rest day in Barga or Arcola for spa or nature 



walks. 

●​ Different region: Swap Arcola for Lucca or Pisa for a more Tuscan 

focus. 

●​ Budget-friendly: Use agriturismi (farm stays) for authentic yet 

affordable lodging (e.g., Agriturismo Il Tiglio near Barga). 

TIP: Agriturismi offer farm-to-table meals and support local 

producers—perfect for sustainable travel. 

 Practical Info & Budget 

●​ Seasonality: April is mild (15–20°C), ideal for outdoor activities. Some 

rain possible—pack layers and a light raincoat. 

●​ Comfort: All hotels offer private bathrooms, WiFi, breakfast. Budget 

options are clean and well-located. 

●​ Health/Visa: No visa required for EU citizens. Standard travel 

insurance recommended. No special vaccinations needed. 

●​ Logistics: Rental car recommended for maximum flexibility, 

especially in rural Tuscany. Trains and ferries are best for Cinque 

Terre. 

TIP: Book accommodations and activities early for the best rates and 

availability, especially in spring. 

Item Estimated Cost (per person) 

Accommodations (7 nights, budget €350–€600 



hotels/guesthouses) 

Car rental + fuel (7 days) €175–€250 

Meals (mid-range, 7 days) €210–€350 

Trains/boats (Cinque Terre, 

Portovenere) 

€45–€70 

Private tours/activities (optional) €60–€150 

Total Estimated Cost €840–€1,420 

TIP: Your actual spend will likely be well below your €12,000 per person 

budget, leaving ample room for upgrades, private guides, and special 

experiences. 

 Next Steps 

This is a preliminary program crafted to inspire and guide your planning. 

Please let us know your preferences for hotels, pace, and activities—or 

any special requests (anniversaries, dietary needs, etc.). We’ll refine the 

proposal and secure the best options for your dates. 

Ready to personalize your Italian adventure? Reply with your thoughts, 

and we’ll perfect every detail together! 

 Why Book with Travel Differently? 



💰 Exclusive Partner Rates - Up to 

20% below public prices 

📱 24/7 WhatsApp Support - 

Real-time assistance 

🚗 Full Logistics - We handle 

everything 

🌱 Positive Impact - Support local 

communities 

 

www.traveldifferently.org | info@traveldifferently.fr 
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