
 
 

 
  

Tailor-Made Itinerary – Marnix 



TRIP OVERVIEW 

Weather 25-35°C - Warm and sunny weather 

expected 

Budget €1,145–1,705 / person 

Safety Low Risk - Stay aware of your 

surroundings and keep belongings 

secure. 

 



 

 Introduction 

Welcome, Marnix! Based on your request, this is a preliminary, 

logistics-aware itinerary crafted by a senior travel designer from Travel 

Differently. You’ll be exploring Italy as a couple for two weeks, focusing on 

boutique hotels, budget hotels, and guesthouses, with a budget-conscious 

approach. Your preferences are open, so this program blends classic 

highlights with authentic, slower-paced experiences, ideal for a first or 

return visit to Italy in the vibrant summer season. All details are tailored to 

your profile; areas marked [To Customize] can be refined together. 



 Why Italy? 

●​ Romance & Culture: Italy is a dream for couples, with its timeless 

cities, charming villages, and a palpable sense of la dolce vita. 

●​ Diversity: From the art-filled streets of Florence to the Mediterranean 

coastlines, you’ll experience a rich blend of history, food, and 

scenery. 

●​ Value: Italy offers a wide range of accommodations and experiences, 

making it possible to travel beautifully on a budget with smart 

choices. 

 Custom Program: 14 Days in Italy 

 Day 1: Arrival in Milan 



●​

Morning: Arrive at Milan Malpensa or Linate Airport. Private transfer 

or shuttle to your centrally located hotel (30–60 min, €10 by 

train/shuttle). 

●​ Afternoon: Settle in and take a gentle stroll around the Piazza del 

Duomo and Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II. 

●​ Evening: Aperitivo in the Brera district; casual dinner at a local 

trattoria. 

●​ Highlight: First glimpse of the Duomo at sunset. 



Accommodation Options: 

○​ Room Mate Giulia (boutique) - Milan. Stylish, central near 

Duomo; energy-efficient systems, recycled materials, organic 

breakfasts from local farms. Romantic rooftop terrace for 

couples. From €100-140/night. 

○​ B&B Hotel Milano Sant’Ambrogio (budget) - Milan. Simple, 

clean; eco-certifications for low-energy lighting, waste sorting; 

near public transport for car-free travel. From €70-90/night. 

○​ Brera Apartments (guesthouse) - Milan. Authentic apartments 

in artistic Brera; owners promote local artisans, no single-use 

plastics, bike rentals available. From €80-110/night. 

●​ Experience Suggestion: Brera District Aperitivo Trail: Self-guided 

tasting of organic spritzes and small plates in artisan bars (2h); 

€20-30/pp. Highlights local producers, low-impact walking tour. 

●​ [To Customize]: Preferred arrival airport, dinner style. 

TIP: Use the Trenitalia app for eco-friendly trains and carry a reusable 

water bottle—Italy's free fountains are everywhere. 

 Day 2: Milan – Lake Como 



●​

Morning: Regional train to Como (40 min, €5). Luggage drop at hotel. 

●​ Afternoon: Ferry ride to Bellagio or Varenna; lakeside walk and 

gelato. Lake Como Ferry & Lakeside Walk: Scenic public ferry hop to 

Bellagio/Varenna (1-2h), stroll gardens; €15-20/pp. Eco-friendly 

public transport. 

●​ Evening: Dinner by the water in Como. 

●​ Highlight: Scenic ferry views. 

Accommodation Options: 

○​ Albergo Terminus (boutique) - Como. Historic lakeside hotel; 

solar panels, organic linens, partners with local fisheries for 



sustainable seafood. From €110-150/night. 

○​ Hotel Tre Re (budget) - Como. Family-run since 1840; rainwater 

collection, zero-km meals, walking distance to ferries. From 

€80-100/night. 

○​ B&B Vista Lago (guesthouse) - Lake Como. Panoramic views; 

eco-renovated with natural insulation, hosts cooking classes 

with garden produce. From €90-120/night. 

●​ Experience Suggestion: Organic Farm Workshop (near Lake Como): 

Hands-on cheese-making or herb foraging at a lakeside agriturismo 

(3h); €40/pp. Community-supported agriculture, zero-waste focus. 

●​ [To Customize]: Lake town preferences. 

TIP: July is peak season—book ferries and accommodations early. Travel 

early in the day to avoid crowds and heat. 

 Day 3: Lake Como – Verona 



●​

Morning: Train to Verona (2h 30m, with 1 change, approx. €25). 

●​ Afternoon: Explore Juliet’s balcony, the Arena, and historic center. 

●​ Evening: Dinner in Piazza delle Erbe. 

●​ Highlight: Romantic evening walk along the Adige River. 

Accommodation Options: 

○​ Hotel Milano & SPA (boutique) - Verona. Central, eco-spa with 

herbal treatments from Veneto herbs; solar-heated pool, 

plastic-free. From €100-140/night. 

○​ Hotel Aurora (budget) - Verona. Riverside location; 

energy-saving LEDs, partners with local zero-km suppliers. 

From €70-95/night. 

○​ Relais Empire (guesthouse) - Verona. Intimate, restored 

palazzo; rainwater harvesting, hosts support Verona's artisan 

guilds. From €85-115/night. 



●​ Experience Suggestion: Piazza delle Erbe Market & Wine Tasting: 

Explore organic produce stalls, taste Amarone at a small winery (2h); 

€25/pp. Supports local farmers. 

●​ [To Customize]: Opera night or wine tasting. 

TIP: Visit main sites early to avoid crowds. Enjoy a sunset herbal spa 

treatment at your hotel for a unique local experience. 

 Day 4: Verona – Venice 

●​

Morning: Direct train to Venice Santa Lucia (1h 10m, €20). 



●​ Afternoon: Settle in, wander the canals, Rialto Bridge, and Piazza San 

Marco. 

●​ Evening: Cicchetti (Venetian tapas) and wine in Cannaregio. Cicchetti 

& Cannaregio Walk: Tapas-style bites from sustainable seafood 

spots, Jewish Ghetto history (2-3h); €30/pp. Walking-based, 

community-led. 

●​ Highlight: Gondola ride at dusk (optional, extra fee). 

Accommodation Options: 

○​ Ca’ Pisani Hotel (boutique) - Venice. Design-forward in 

Dorsoduro; eco-materials, Venice lagoon conservation 

donations. From €120-160/night. 

○​ Hotel Antiche Figure (budget) - Venice. Canal views; low-water 

fixtures, organic breakfasts from Venetian farms. From 

€90-120/night. 

○​ Locanda Fiorita (guesthouse) - Venice. Quiet campo spot; 

family-owned, zero-waste kitchen, vaporetto passes included. 

From €100-130/night. 

●​ [To Customize]: Gondola vs. traghetto, Murano/Burano day trip. 

TIP: Venice access fee (€5/day) funds city maintenance. Use vaporetto 

water buses for sustainable travel. 

 Day 5: Venice 



●​

Morning: Visit Doge’s Palace and St. Mark’s Basilica (pre-booked 

tickets recommended). 

●​ Afternoon: Optional: Burano Lagoon Boat Tour: Eco-boat to colorful 

island, lace-making demo (4h); €50/pp. Low-emission vessels, 

supports artisan preservation. 

●​ Evening: Leisurely dinner in Dorsoduro. 

●​ Highlight: Evening vaporetto ride on the Grand Canal. 

●​ [To Customize]: Art tour or lagoon island hopping. 

TIP: Visit main attractions early to beat the crowds. Vaporetto passes may 



be included with your guesthouse stay. 

 Day 6: Venice – Florence 

●​

Morning: High-speed train to Florence (2h, €40). 

●​ Afternoon: Check-in, stroll historic center: Duomo, Ponte Vecchio, 

Piazza della Signoria. 

●​ Evening: Tuscan dinner in Oltrarno. 

●​ Highlight: Sunset from Piazzale Michelangelo. Piazzale Michelangelo 

Sunset Picnic: Self-guided with zero-km market goods (1h); €15/pp. 

Romantic, car-free. 

Accommodation Options: 



○​ Hotel Spadai (boutique) - Florence. Central, rooftop views; 

LEED-certified, Tuscan organic wines, bike rentals. From 

€110-150/night. 

○​ Hotel Delle Camelie (budget) - Florence. Cozy near station; 

waste reduction, local linen suppliers. From €75-100/night. 

○​ Residenza Vespucci (guesthouse) - Florence. Historic building; 

solar power, hosts Oltrarno artisan walks. From €90-120/night. 

●​ [To Customize]: Uffizi Gallery tickets, food tour. 

TIP: Florence is best explored on foot or by bike. Take an afternoon siesta 

to avoid the hottest hours. 

 Day 7: Florence & Tuscany Day Trip 



●​

Morning: Small-group tour to Chianti or Siena/San Gimignano (max 

1h 30m drive or train/bus, €10). Chianti Wine Tasting & Villages: 

Bike/e-bike tour Siena/San Gimignano, organic winery visit (6h); 

€60-80/pp. Supports small producers, low-impact transport. 

●​ Afternoon: Wine tasting or village exploration. 

●​ Evening: Return to Florence; relaxed evening. 

●​ Highlight: Rolling vineyard views. 

●​ [To Customize]: Self-drive vs. guided tour. 

TIP: Tuscany’s slow tourism paths are ideal for couples. Regional trains 



and e-bike tours are both eco-friendly and scenic. 

 Day 8: Florence – Cinque Terre 

●​

Morning: Train to La Spezia (2h, €30), then local train to Monterosso 

or Vernazza (20–30 min, €5). 

●​ Afternoon: Settle in, short coastal hike or beach time. 

●​ Evening: Seafood dinner overlooking the Ligurian Sea. 

Accommodation Options: 

○​ La Torretta Lodge (boutique) - Manarola. Cliffside views; 



eco-renovated, trail access, organic terrace dining. From 

€120-160/night. 

○​ Hotel Villa Adriana (budget) - Monterosso. Beachfront; 

energy-efficient, beach clean-up partnerships. From 

€85-115/night. 

○​ Affittacamere Edi (guesthouse) - Riomaggiore. Family-run 

rooms; rainwater use, Cinque Terre Card for trains/hikes 

included. From €95-130/night. 

●​ [To Customize]: Preferred village, hiking level. 

TIP: Cinque Terre Card (€18/day) covers trains and hiking trails. Pack 

reef-safe sunscreen and hike early to avoid the heat. 

 Day 9: Cinque Terre 



●​

Morning: Sentiero Azzurro Hike: Village-to-village trail (2-4h, easy to 

moderate sections); €7.50 trail pass. National park-funded 

conservation. 

●​ Afternoon: Swim, relax, or Ligurian Seafood Boat Tour: Sustainable 

fishing demo, swim (3h); €45/pp. Low-impact boats support local 

fishers. 

●​ Evening: Aperitivo with sea views. 

●​ Highlight: Sunset over the cliffs. 

●​ [To Customize]: Hiking vs. leisure focus. 

TIP: Roads are narrow—use trains for all transfers. Book boat tours in 



advance for best availability. 

 Day 10: Cinque Terre – Pisa – Rome 

●​

Morning: Early train to Pisa (1h 20m, €15). Quick visit to the Leaning 

Tower and Piazza dei Miracoli (luggage storage at station). 

●​ Afternoon: High-speed train to Rome (2h 30m, €50). 

●​ Evening: Settle in, evening walk in Trastevere. 

Accommodation Options: 



○​ Nerva Boutique Hotel (boutique) - Rome. Near Forum; solar 

panels, Roman organic breakfasts. From €110-150/night. 

○​ The Beehive (budget) - Rome. Trastevere; hostel-style but 

private rooms, vegan/organic focus, community events. From 

€70-100/night. 

○​ Domus Capilupi (guesthouse) - Rome. Monti neighborhood; 

zero-plastic, hosts free walking tours. From €90-120/night. 

●​ [To Customize]: Pisa stop optional. 

TIP: Store luggage at Pisa station for a quick, hands-free visit. Book Rome 

accommodations early for best rates in July. 

 Day 11: Rome – Ancient Wonders 



●​

Morning: Colosseum and Roman Forum (pre-booked tickets 

recommended). 

●​ Afternoon: Pantheon, Trevi Fountain, Spanish Steps. 

●​ Evening: Dinner in the Monti district. 

●​ Highlight: Night stroll with gelato. 

●​ Experience Suggestion: Trastevere Street Food & Art Walk: Evening, 

organic focus (2h); €25/pp. Supports local trattorias. 

●​ [To Customize]: Guided tour or self-paced. 

TIP: Use the Roma Pass for public transport and skip-the-line entry to 



major sites. 

 Day 12: Rome – Vatican & Hidden Gems 

●​

Morning: Vatican Museums and St. Peter’s Basilica (early entry 

recommended). 

●​ Afternoon: Explore Trastevere or Villa Borghese Gardens Picnic: 

Self-guided nature/culture (2h); €10/pp. Public park, bike rentals 

available. 

●​ Evening: Aperitivo on a rooftop terrace. 



●​ Highlight: Panoramic city views. 

●​ [To Customize]: Vatican tour depth, art focus. 

TIP: July heat can be intense—plan indoor visits for midday and enjoy 

parks in the evening. 

 Day 13: Rome – Free Day or Ostia Antica 

●​

Morning: Free time for shopping, museums, or optional half-day trip 

to Ostia Antica Hike (ancient ruins train trip, 4h); €15 entry + €3 train. 

Less crowded, eco-trails. 



●​ Afternoon: Leisure or last explorations. 

●​ Evening: Farewell dinner in Rome. 

●​ [To Customize]: Special interests, spa, or food tour. 

TIP: Evenings are best for exploring Rome in July. Consider a spa or food 

tour for a memorable last night. 

 Day 14: Departure from Rome 

●​

Morning: Transfer to Rome Fiumicino Airport (45 min–1h by train, €14; 

allow 2h for check-in). 



●​ Afternoon: Departure. 

●​ [To Customize]: Late check-out, airport transfer preference. 

TIP: Book airport transfers in advance for peace of mind. Trains are the 

fastest and most eco-friendly option. 

 Customizable Options 

●​ Upgrade to private guided tours in Florence, Rome, or Venice. 

●​ Pre-booked skip-the-line museum and attraction tickets. 

●​ Romantic experiences: gondola ride, rooftop dinners, wine tastings. 

●​ Flexible car rental for Tuscany or Amalfi Coast extension. 

●​ Extra nights in any city or swap destinations (e.g., Amalfi Coast 

instead of Cinque Terre). 

●​ Eco-friendly or design-focused boutique hotel upgrades. 

 Alternative Options 

●​ Slower Pace: Focus on fewer regions (e.g., Milan–Lake 

Como–Florence–Rome only). 

●​ Southern Italy: Swap Cinque Terre for Naples, Pompeii, and Amalfi 

Coast (slightly higher cost, more travel time). 

●​ Budget Focus: More guesthouses, fewer paid tours, and self-guided 

city walks. 



 Practical Info & Budget 

●​ Seasonality: July is peak summer—expect warm weather (25–35°C), 

lively towns, and longer daylight. Advance bookings are essential. 

●​ Comfort: All accommodations offer A/C, Wi-Fi, and luggage storage. 

Boutique and guesthouse options vetted for comfort and charm. 

●​ Health/Visa: No visa required for EU/Schengen nationals; check 

passport validity. No special vaccinations needed. 

Item Estimated Cost (per person) 

Accommodations (13 nights, avg. 

€80-120/night shared double) 

€ 520–780 

Transport (trains, buses, ferries) € 180–250 

Meals (mix of trattorias, picnics, 

occasional splurges) 

€ 25–35/day (total €325–455) 

Attractions & Experiences 

(museums, tours, optional extras) 

€ 120–220 

Total Estimated Cost € 1,145–1,705 

TIP: Your stated budget of €500 per person is very tight for Italy in July; 

we recommend revising expectations or focusing on fewer destinations for 

a more comfortable experience. Prioritize budget hotels and guesthouses, 



and enjoy picnics or street food to optimize costs. 

 Next Steps 

●​ Let us know your top priorities (pace, regions, experiences, or 

must-sees). 

●​ Confirm or adjust your budget and accommodation style preferences. 

●​ Share your arrival/departure airport and any special interests (art, 

food, nature, etc.). 

●​ We’ll refine the program, lock in the best rates, and provide a detailed 

quote! 

Ready to travel differently? Reply with your feedback, and let’s co-create 

your perfect Italian getaway! 

 Why Book with Travel Differently? 

💰 Exclusive Partner Rates - Up to 

20% below public prices 

📱 24/7 WhatsApp Support - 

Real-time assistance 

🚗 Full Logistics - We handle 

everything 

🌱 Positive Impact - Support local 

communities 

 



www.traveldifferently.org | info@traveldifferently.fr 
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