








 
Diocese of Rockford 

555 Colman Center Drive 

P.O. Box 7044                    (815) 399-4300 

Rockford, Illinois 61125                                        Fax (815) 399-4769 

 

Office of the Bishop      

 

      September 15, 2026 

 

 

Dear Parishioners and Catholic School Families:  

 

As our children head back to the classrooms, I am writing to you about a significant opportunity to 

find additional funds to both public and non-public schools in our state.  Congress passed a new federal tax 

credit program for 2027 that could generate hundreds of millions of additional dollars for both public and 

nonpublic school students in Illinois.  For Illinois to participate in the program, Governor Pritzker must opt 

in. 

 

As an advocate not only for Catholic education, but also for the education of all Illinois children, I 

ask that you contact the Governor to ask him say “yes” to this program.  It will give Illinois taxpayers the 

choice to contribute to programs that will help all children in our state and receive a federal tax credit for 

their donation.  These funds are truly needed.  They could help Catholic school families cover tuition, after-

school programming, supplies, technology or other much needed items.  Donations could also be directed to 

support programming and other needs for public school students and their families.  It could benefit just 

about every child and every school in our state. 

 

If Governor Pritzker does not opt in, you can still donate to programs such as this, but to receive the 

tax credit, you will need to donate to a school program in another state.  Recent polling suggests that in one 

year, as much as $2 billion could be generated to boost education programming in our state.  According to 

that same poll, if Illinois does not opt in, Illinois taxpayers may send as much as $1 billion for educational 

services in other states. 

 

The program allows taxpayers a 100% federal tax credit for contributions up to $1,700.  Any family 

earning up to 300% of the regional median income may qualify for scholarship assistance.  This means more 

than 90% of all K-12 students would be eligible for support in Illinois. 

 

According to our polling data, Illinois taxpayers will contribute to the program regardless of whether 

Illinois opts in or not.  Shouldn’t Illinois dollars benefit Illinois school children? 

 

Please visit https://www.ilcatholic.org/federal-scholarship-tax-credit-program/  for more information 

and to learn how to send a message to the Governor and ask him to opt-in to the Federal Scholarship 

Tax Credit.  You can also call the Governor’s office directly at 217.782.6830.  

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

Most Reverend David J. Malloy  

Bishop of Rockford  

 
 

https://www.ilcatholic.org/federal-scholarship-tax-credit-program/


Learn more about the Federal 
Scholarship Tax Credit and how
it helps Illinois families. 

Call Governor Pritzker today! 
Tell him: OPT in for Illinois KIDS! Call 217.782.6830
or visit gov.illinois.gov/contact-us/voice-an-opinion.html

OPT IN FOR OUR KIDS
Stronger Together. Better for Illinois.

A federal tax credit scholarship program for K-12 Education

• Benefits ALL types of schools. Can add up to almost $2 billion in new resources
 to public and private schools. It doesn’t take from existing funding.

• Supported by Illinoisans. Nearly 7 in 10 Illinoisans support opting into this program.

• •
•

•

 It’s a tax credit. It’s voluntary. It’s popular. It works.

• Keeps Illinois dollars here. If Illinois doesn’t opt in, it has been reported that people 

 

 will donate up to $1 billion to schools in other states to receive the tax credit.

• Opportunity for public and private school families to work together for a common  

 
 goal – to support ILLINOIS kids. 

HOW IT WORKS

Taxpayer contributes to a scholarship granting organization 
which uses the funds to support scholarships for K-12 students.

Taxpayer receives tax credit for their donation.

WHO BENEFITS

Students from ALL backgrounds

Kids in public, private and 
faith-based schools.
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Crystal Lake Pediatric Dental, Ltd.
Dentistry for Infants, Children & Teens

Anthony L. Minutillo D.D.S., MSD
Diplomate Of The American Board Of Pediatric Dentistry

820 Route 176, Ste. 111 
Crystal Lake, IL 60014

815.356.7960 
www.clpediatricdental.com

Tom The Plumber 
Honest and Affordable

All Your Home Plumbing Needs
Licensed & Insured • Backflow & RPZ Certified

~Plumbing Since 1997~
Free Estimates • Catholic Owned and Operated

847-513-3971  TomThePlumberInc.com

“YOUR HOMETOWN SOURCE” SINCE 1930

H.R. STEWART, INC.
PLUMBING, HEATING AND COOLING

847-639-3331
www.hrstewart.com

Fine Jewelry & Gifts
We Buy Estates, Old Gold & Giftware

123 W. Main St. | Barrington
847-381-7900  www.mjmillerjewelers.com

Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/IL

Majestic
Painting
Interior & Exterior Painting
847-293-6384
Jdcontreras97@gmail.com

facebook.com/jdcontreras97

SKLENA 
ELECTRIC INC

Residential & Commercial Electrician
Parish Member

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

(847) 823-1881

Struggling with depression, 
anxiety, trauma, relationships, 
parenting, etc.....

We Can help!
	 Most Insurances Accepted
	 224-699-3888

445 Park Ave. Suites A & C, Cary

HABLAMOS
ESPANOL

Providing customized in-home services.
Including Non-Medical, Bathing. Meal Preparation,

Light House Cleaning, Shopping & Companion Services.
Flexible Schedules - No lengthy minimums required

847-542-9934 • Based in Cary, IL

Water Softeners • Drinking Water
Iron/Sulfur Filters • Service • Softener Salt Delivery

Ariana Contreras
broker

224-400-8915
homesbyariana1@gmail.com
HABLO ESPAÑOL 

815-669-0564

STUMP REMOVAL
EXCAVATING
GRAVEL
LEVELING

SPECIALTY SERVICES & CONSULTING

VISIT KATSERVICES.COM



Kahle-Moore Funeral Home
Rt. 14 & Silver Lake Road, Cary, Ill. 60013

Steven T. Moore, Owner      PHONE 847-639-3817 
        Parish Member	           www.kahlemoore.com
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24 Hour Light & Heavy Duty Towing
(847)639-2750 

www.whiteystowinginc.com

KEITH M. KULA, PARISHIONER 
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Real Estate • P.I./W.C. • Estates 
Wills • Trusts • Corporate

2615 Three Oaks Rd., Ste. 2A-1	 (847) 462-0310

Cary, Illinois 60013	    Fax (847) 462-0335

Across From 
Train Station

Flowers for Every Occasion 
www.periwinkleflorals.com 

103 W. Main Street Cary • 847.516.9888

701 Pearson Drive
(815) 784-6615

10% Off For New Clients With This Ad

DR. JANET L. JANIS
19 EAST MAIN STREET • CARY, IL

847-516-1616
www.janisdental.com

Family and General Dentistry

Healthy Smiles in Your Neighborhood

GMS Embroidery Designs Ent.
“Turning Your Wishes Into Stitches”

www.gmsembroiderydesigns.com
Specialize in converting clip art, photos, & logos into stitches 

plus embroider designs onto a wide variety of clothing.

(312) 834-7083
gms@gmsembroiderydesigns.com

www.brunchcafe.com

847.516.0409
935 route 22 • fox river grove, il

(1 block east of rt. 14)

We clean with plant/mineral based 
products to bring peace of mind to 
our clients.

Cary IL         224-762-4980         britishmaidsllc@gmail.com

Confident smiles that last a lifetime
RUSSELL VERBIC, DDS, MS.

Locations in Palatine,  
Barrington and Cary
847-359-7980

419 E. Terra Cotta Ave., Crystal Lake

815-459-3411
Traditional Services & Cremation Options

Advanced Planning • Monuments • Aftercare

On-Site Crematory | www.davenportfamily.com
Serving Families As We Would 

Want Ours Served 

Discover Good Nutrition!
Protein Shakes • Energy Drinks

370 Northwest Hwy, Cary • 708 359-2756

BEAUTIFUL  LIFEBEAUTIFUL  LIFE

Joe Wheadon- President 
815-459-0711

Business - Home - Auto - Life - Health - Medicare
www.marsinsurance.com

Compliments of

Contact Jeff Hansen
jhansen@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2683

Lawn Maintenance • Mulch • Pavers
Bush Trimming and more

224-529-9522    *SENIOR DISCOUNTS*

Retirement Should
Bring Peace & Security

Guiding retirees & pre-retirees
• Create reliable income
• Optimize Social Security
• Protect what you’ve built
Schedule your complimentary consultation
Josh Lang, Financial Advisor
847-639-7830 ext 1006  josh@swp360.com
Faith. Family. Financial Confidence.

Ferrari Furniture  
DOCTOR

Repair • Remodeling • Restore • 
Caning • Reupholstery • Refinish 

Free Home Estimate
630-253-1090630-253-1090  
Americasmrbocce@msn.com
www.ferrarifurnituredoctor.com

10% DISCOUNT 
WITH THIS AD!
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