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Our Leadership

Our Staff
Diana Alejandre Ortiz, Jeff Bowman, Nick Cutsforth, Linda Denton, Jennifer Diehl, Kyle Duggan, Jeff Eastman, Josie 
Finder, Jim Flood, Carlin French, Craig Gorman, Kayti Grable, Brent Groomes, Tia Gutierrez, Elizabeth Hill, Katrina Hogan, 
Queen Holmes, Rebecca Huber, Kyle Konigsmark, Lisa Levendusky, Rhonda McBride, Raechel Miller, Amber Moreland, 
Karen Neipert, Kendall Renken, Tyson Roberts, Bridgit Sassaman, Cortez Smith, Lisa Spitler, Kirsten Spurgin, Katelyn 
Steen, Joshua Stevens, Shirlene Stigler, Bram Sutton, Tom Swalin, Alyson Walker, Freddie Williams, Karissa Wright

Barbara Prather, Alisha Rulapaugh, Shannon Bass, Ashley Christensen, Abby Turpin, Mike Weiss

Food banks and pantries began because there was food being wasted while people were going hungry. Communities came 
together to solve that problem. More than 40 years later, we continue that mission, finding new and innovative ways to meet the 
needs of today.

•	 Adapting to changing food sources – partnering with farmers, acquiring bulk product, accepting more perishable items, and 
purchasing additional food as needed. 

•	 Expanding programs – placing greater focus on childhood hunger through Kids Café, Summer Feeding, and School Markets. 
•	 Seizing opportunities – successfully implementing Healthy Kids Iowa with the dedication of our staff and 31 partner 

agencies. 
•	 Staying true to our core work – bringing in large quantities of food and distributing it to our many community partners. 
•	 Investing in the future – undertaking a major renovation and remodel to better meet community needs for years to come.

We are here to give hope, and so much of that hope comes from you. For that, we are grateful. Meeting the needs of those 
facing food insecurity takes all of us, and together we can provide the hope our community deserves.

Feeding hope. These words hold great significance for me. When I think of hope, I ask 
myself: how do we make life better for ourselves and for others? Hope is the belief that 
we will find the resources and support needed to improve life for all. For more than 40 
years, the Northeast Iowa Food Bank has been a place of hope for thousands. But we 
cannot do this work alone. It takes all of us, working together, to make hope possible. 

In June, many of you came together as advocates, urging Congress to prevent SNAP 
cuts in the Big Beautiful Bill. While we were not able to stop them entirely, we did 
succeed in limiting their scope. More importantly, we were successful in putting a 
human face on food insecurity, showing lawmakers the real people impacted by their 
decisions. Unfortunately, much of the burden continues to fall back on our communities. 
And yet, it is the strength of our community that gives me hope. 

Thank you for standing with us.

From the Director

Our Board
Michelle Swanson, Jordan Kettner, Kristy Bata, Meagan Miller, Kyle Baker, Timi Brown-Powers, Ken Cutts, Bailey Dudley, 
Cheryl Erb, Emily Girsch, Leonard Hanson, Susan Hauber, Kirsten Juhl, Nikki Kuhn, Jeanne Miller, Jennifer Peters, Ryan 
Rand, Steve Sesterhenn, Rob Victor, Doug Wiering, Matt Wolcott, Houston Campbell, Reggie Schmitt



In Case You Missed It
Personal Care Drive
Our annual Personal Care Drive, held July 1 to August 2, was a huge success! With 31 drop-
off locations, we collected 1,840 pounds of personal care items, including soap, shampoo, 
deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, and more for people in northeast Iowa who may not 
have the means to purchase them. Thank you to everyone who donated to our Personal 
Care Drive!

Capacity Campaign Breaks Ground
We officially broke ground on June 17 on our $14 million building expansion and renovation 
project! This exciting milestone was made possible by the support and belief of so many. 
Thank you to our dedicated Northeast Iowa Food Bank staff, Board of Directors, and builders 
for attending, and to our incredible Campaign Ambassadors who shared powerful words 
and helped put shovels in the ground. Together, we’re building a future rooted in dignity, 
possibility, and hope. 

Hunger Action Month

Checker’s Stone Soul Picnic
The annual Checker’s Stone Soul Picnic for the Northeast Iowa Food Bank’s children’s 
programs will be held on Sunday, September 7 from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm in Overman Park 
in Cedar Falls, Iowa. Join us for live music, Blue Barn BBQ, and children’s activities. Free 
will donations with live music performances! Come say hi to NEIFB staff and bring your lawn 
chairs and coolers! 

Coming Up!
It’s Hunger Action Month! September is the official month dedicated to the 
fight against hunger with many events, fundraisers, and initiatives. Join us 
Thursday, September 25th and Friday, September 26th for Fall Sack Lunch 
by purchasing a $10 lunch. Every lunch will provide up to 25 meals for 
those within the community. For more information on events happening in 
September, visit neifb.org! 

STAY UP-TO-DATE ON ALL 
THINGS NEIFB!

Holiday Distribution
As we near the holiday season, that means Holiday Distribution is approaching! Our 
annual Holiday Distribution event will take place November 24 - 26 during which we will 
provide families in our community with a Thanksgiving meal. Want to volunteer? Please 
contact Raechel Miller at rmiller@neifb.org for more information. 

PERSONAL 
CARE DRIVE

DON’T FORGET TO WEAR ORANGE ON SEPTEMBER 9 FOR HUNGER ACTION DAY! 



Many readers know Ron Steele for his dedication as a trusted news journalist at KWWL for over 
50 years, but his impact within community organizations is just as remarkable. Ron began 
volunteering at the Northeast Iowa Food Bank 15 years ago with his wife through their church, 
Prairie Lakes. What began as a simple way to give back has grown into a commitment to fighting 
hunger. 

“You can’t spend time here without seeing the difference it makes for real people,” Ron shares. 
“It’s humbling and inspiring to be part of something that truly changes lives.” 

Over the years, Ron has witnessed the Food Bank’s work up close, feeding children through the 
BackPack Program, providing groceries to seniors, and keeping shelves stocked at partner pan-
tries across 16 counties. He often reflects on the staggering need he sees. 

“It’s still hard for me to believe that 1 in 6 children suffer from hunger every day. And then I pull 
into the parking lot at NEIFB and can’t even find a spot. It’s that full. The need is just so obvious, 
even in the parking lot,” he says. “People forget that NEIFB is serving 16 counties, and with all 
these trucks that go out early in the morning and drive two or three hours to these locations on 
a daily basis, the need is just so incredibly great, unfortunately, at this time. And it’s not going to 
stop. Can you imagine having a child and not knowing how you’re going to feed them? We must 
work together to turn that helpless feeling some families face into hope.” 

Given this, Ron volunteers as the spokesperson for the Food Bank’s $14 million Capacity 
Campaign, From Hunger to Hope: Building a Secure Tomorrow. The campaign focuses on a major 
building expansion and renovation, creating more space for food storage, improving efficiency, 
and providing a welcoming environment for everyone who walks through its doors. 

“This campaign isn’t just about a building,” Ron explains. “It’s about ensuring that no one in our 
community has to wonder where their next meal will come from.” 

For Ron, lending his voice to the Food Bank is both personal and purposeful. He hopes his 
advocacy will inspire others to join the fight against hunger. 

“I’ve spent my career sharing stories about people helping people,” he reflects. “The Food Bank 
is one of the greatest examples of that in action. I’m proud to stand with them and invite others to 
help build a future where everyone in northeast Iowa has the food they need.” 

FROM CAMERA 
TO COMMUNITY

Ron Steele’s Dedication to 
Fighting Hunger



For more than two decades, Reggie and Suzie Schmitt have been pillars in the Northeast 
Iowa Food Bank’s mission to fight hunger and serve communities across 16 counties. Married 
for 25 years and both raised in large, low-income families, the Schmitt's understand firsthand 
the importance of making sure no one goes without a meal.  

Reggie began his journey with the Food Bank in 2004 as a non-voting liaison to the Board 
of Directors. After retiring from John Deere in 2009, he committed himself to volunteering. 
He started by sorting food products, then transitioned to assisting with truck routes. By June 
2010, Reggie was driving NEIFB trucks two to four times per week, delivering food to partner 
agencies, with a fellow volunteer, Howard Hughes, who had volunteered for 30 years. Over 
those 13 years, he logged nearly 200,000 miles in service to the mission.  

Soon after, Suzie joined Reggie in volunteering. She started in the agency services area and 
later became a regular presence at the Cedar Valley Food Pantry. For 11 years, she volun-
teered twice a week from open to close, helping ensure families received the support they 
needed then transitioning to helping in the office.  

Their impact goes far beyond their time and physical service. During Reggie’s six years on 
City Council, he never cashed a single paycheck. Instead, he chose to donate his earnings to 
the Northeast Iowa Food Bank, House of Hope, and Habitat for Humanity. Even after moving 
out of state, the Schmitt’s continue to give financially and support the Food Bank’s mission 
from afar.  

Together, they have contributed 1,300 hours of volunteer service since 2022. Suzie 
encourages others to get involved. “Just jump in,” she says. “There’s a real need, and people 
have to be aware and not be afraid to step up and do what needs to be done.”  

Their relationship with the Food Bank goes beyond volunteering. For Suzie, it has also been 
about building meaningful connections. “We’ve found a true friend in Barbara Prather,” Suzie 
said. “She’s one of those people who is for the people and the Food Bank.”  

“Reggie & Suzie are at the heart of our mission. Their dedication, compassion, and 
generosity have made a lasting difference. The work we do simply wouldn’t be possible with-
out people like them,” says Barbara Prather, Executive Director of the Northeast Iowa Food 
Bank.  

Reggie continues to serve on the Board of Directors, now 
marking 15 years of leadership and support. The legacy that 
Reggie and Suzie Schmitt have created is one of lasting 
impact and deep care for their community. 

THE SCHMITTS’ LASTING LEGACY AT 
THE NORTHEAST IOWA FOOD BANK



Joy Thorson marked her 70th birthday in a special way — by 
volunteering at the Northeast Iowa Food Bank! Surrounded by close 
family and friends, she spent the day repackaging oats for distribution 
across the Food Bank’s 16-county service area. 

Her celebration was a joyful gathering and a powerful act of service in 
the fight against hunger. Joy’s example shows how birthdays can be an 
opportunity to support those in need and strengthen our communities. 

Looking for a memorable way to celebrate your own birthday? Consider 
giving back through volunteer work or community support. It’s a gift that 
helps others and leaves a lasting impact. 

A Birthday Party with a Purpose



Memorials
Forest, Donna, & Warren 
Timmerman 
     By Barry Timmerman 
Gary Stortz  
    By Betty Davie  
Jeff Bergman 
    By Carol Waltmann 
Clayton Dietz 
     By Carolyn Dietz 
Mary Ann Hesse  
    By Chris Conrad 
    By Janet Erpelding 
James & Eileen Puffer  
    By Colleen Durham 
Dorothy & Orvin Knudtson  
    By Craig Knudtson 
Roger Poppen 
    By David Feltman  
Julian Olson  
    By David Feltman 
    By Judith Thomas 
Frank Alexander 
    By David Hughes 
    By Don Delamore 
    By Jeanne Alexander 
    By Jerry Hageman 
    By Mary Jane Osgood 
    By Robert Hazel 
    By Roger White 
    By Thomas Ferguson 
Don McGriff  
    By Donald McGriff 

Honorariums
Churches Supplied  
    By Caroline Engelbrecht 
Diana Knutsen 
    By Diana Knutsen 
60th Anniversary of 
Redeemer Lutheran Church  
    By Joan Lehman 
Bernice Watson 
    By Shirley Sizer 
Generous man at Hy-Vee 
    By Anonymous 

Honorariums & Memorials
Judy Chelle  
    By Jon and Wendy Foote 
Arnold Averhoff  
    By Karen Averhoff  
Howard Marty  
    By Kathleen Krieg 
Lena Cavanaugh  
    By Kenneth Cavanaugh
Marilyn Gibson  
    By Leanna Whitcome 
Herbert Wenthold  
    By Leroy Bohr 
Lawrence Seery  
    By Linda Seery 
Steven Dunnwald  
    By Marcella Dunnwald  
Nadine Yeager  
    By Marlene Petersen 
Ivan Averhoff  
    Mary Jane Averhoff  
Buster & Mary Jacobsen 
    By Nancy Ruroden 
Lillian Bruvold 
    By Pauld Bruvold 
Marilyn Lee  
    By Randall Lee 
Marilyn Paulson 
    By Richard Stampe 
Janis Hennings 
     By Steven Hennings 
Gene & Carmen Condon 
    By Walter Broten 
Wanita Ruen 
    By Julie & Robert Ruen 

Paul Wood  
    By Doris Guthrie-Lovell 
    By Gayle Wood 
    By Lucille Lettow
James Hutchins 
    By Dorothy Hutchins 
Darla Jo Ubben 
    By Eugene Ubben 
Lynda Carr  
    By Geraldine Mahnke 
Barbara Larson  
    By Glen Larson 
Eugene Buenger  
    By Greg Buenger  
Carolyn Peterson  
    By Hillary Debenport 
    By Thomas Tudor 
Susan Johnson 
    By H  Dean and Laurie  
    Payne  
Alice Baruth  
    By H  Dean and Laurie 
Payne 
Jerry Zbornik 
    By Jerry & Sharon Zbornik 
Nancy Argo  
    By Joe Becker  
Virginia Holder  
    By John Cordes 
    By Kendall Diehl 
    By Melinda Meyne 
    By Michael Peppler 
Dr. John & Bernadette McCoy 
    By John and Margaret
    McCoy  

Scan this QR code 
or visit neifb.org



City of Cedar Falls
Van G. Miller Family Charitable Foundation
Black Hawk County Board of Supervisors
Gundersen Health System
MercyOne Northeast Iowa
Community Foundation of Northeast Iowa
Community Foundation of Grundy County
Community Foundation of Bremer County
Fredsville Lutheran Church
First Citizens Bank
Peters Construction
Gallagher Family Foundation
Otto Schoitz Foundation
Cedar Valley United Way
Waverly-Shell Rock Area United Way
Winneshiek County United Way
John Deere Foundation
Arby’s Foundation, Inc.
Land O’ Lakes Foundation

Viking Pump/ IDEX Foundation
Walmart Foundation
Target Corporation
Aspro Inc.
Corporate Technologies
GreenState Credit Union
Kwik Trip, Inc.
Hydrite Waterloo Plant

GRANTS

CORPORATE SPONSORS:

P R O U D  M E M B E R S  O F

T H A N K  Y O U ! 
FOR SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY

Indicia


