
Greenlight to Pollute in Texas:
Proposed Buildout of Petrochemical Facilities Targets Most

Vulnerable Communities, Again

Our Green Light to Pollute Texas report from the Bullard Center at Texas Southern
University examines the proposed buildout of 89 new or expanding petrochemical
facilities across five regions in Texas (Port Arthur/Beaumont, Greater Houston, the

Coastal Bend, the Southern Coast, and Inland Texas).
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The findings indicate that 9 of 10 proposed
facilities are in fenceline communities where
residents already experience higher
environmental and health risks from industrial
pollution compared with the national average.
New petrochemical facilities are proposed for 22
counties in Texas, where 20 (90%) of the
counties’ percent people of color or poverty
rates are above the state or national rates.
92% of the petrochemical projects are planned
in communities where residents already
experience higher environmental health risks
from industrial pollution than the national
average placing fenceline communities at
elevated environmental, economic and health
risk.
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Air Pollution

78% of the proposed facilities are in communities
where PM2.5 is worse than the national average
and 84% of facilities are planned in communities
where toxic air releases are worse than the
national average.

Proximity to Polluters

83% of facilities of the proposed facilities ranked
above the national average for locating near
other high-risk facilities covered by federal Risk
Management Plans (RMP).  
Texas 1,558 RMP facilities, the largest number of
any state in the country
Texas also has the largest number of reported
chemical incidents, emergencies that
disproportionately impact Latino communities.
There have been 164 chemical incidents in the
U.S. in 2025 so far. Texas had 31 incidents in
2024 and 22 incidents in 2025 so far. 
These chemical emergencies adversely affect
nearby residents in a variety of ways, including
road closures, shelter in place orders,
emergency room visits, and increased cancer
risks.

The proposed petrochemical facilities show a
clear pattern of clustering near other polluting
industries, especially in the Houston area along
the Houston Ship Channel.

Social Vulnerability and Demographic
Indexes

Over half (56%) of the proposed facilities are in
communities with a Supplemental
Demographic Index (measuring vulnerability
such as low income, education, and life
expectancy, disability, and limited English
language) greater than the national average.
Nearly two-thirds (64%) of the facilities are slated
for communities with a Demographic Index
(low income and race) that was greater than the
national average.

https://www.bullardcenter.org/
https://www.bullardcenter.org/
https://www.epa.gov/rmp/risk-management-program-rmp-rule-overview
https://www.epa.gov/rmp/risk-management-program-rmp-rule-overview
https://www.ehn.org/texas-chemical-emergencies
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/35ae976fd98e45da842ca2c6b5596c81
https://www.click2houston.com/news/local/2025/05/20/chemical-leak-at-freeport-industrial-plant-prompts-shelter-in-place/
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The proposed petrochemical buildout in Texas
continues to target communities where both
race and poverty intersect to create
compounded risk:

93% of fenceline communities have a higher
percentage of people living below the federal
poverty line.
91% of fenceline communities exceed the Texas
poverty rate.
93% of fenceline communities exceed the
national average for people of color.
84% of fenceline communities exceed the state
average for people of color.

Black and Latino residents who live fenceline to
petrochemical plants bear a disproportionate
pollution burden, the flares, the truck traffic, and
the chemical fires, but seldom reap the benefits.
They are promised good jobs and economic
benefits, but rarely see it come to fruition. Port
Arthur, TX is a poster child example of this false-
promise scenario.

Port Arthur is home to the nation’s largest
refinery Motiva and a host of other fossil fuels
and petrochemical plants. 
18 new sites are proposed for Port Arthur where
83% of its residents are people of color and
nearly 28% live in poverty, and where
neighborhoods are near clusters of fossil fuel
plants.

Houston, TX is home to the World’s largest Medical
Center with over 103,000 employees. Houston is
also home to the largest petrochemical industrial
complex in the nation, the Houston Ship Channel, a
52-mile waterway that runs from the Gulf of
Mexico to Houston. The Ship Channel is lined with
over 600 industrial plants that generate more than
44% of the nation's petrochemical production.

All 22 proposed facilities are located in fenceline
communities where poverty, percent people of
color and pollution exceed the national average
and state average.

Why does this matter now? It matters because
the federal environmental protection and
regulatory landscape shifted dramatically under
the Second Trump Administration.

Using rapid-fire executive orders and directives,
the administration tilted federal policies in favor
of fossil fuels and petrochemical manufacturing
that provide less protection, less federal
regulatory oversight, less chemical safety and
investigations, less pollution monitoring, less
environmental and health impact assessment,
less science-based decision-making, and less
clean energy. 
This shift also directed more fast-tracking and
streamlining permitting, more fossil fuels and
petrochemical facility siting, more exemptions,
and sadly more licenses to pollute more. 
Nowhere are the shifting environmental
protection dynamics clearer than in Texas,
where the proposed petrochemical buildout has
concentrated in already vulnerable,
overburdened and economically marginalized
communities.

Social Vulnerability and Demographic
Indexes (continued)

The Houston area is at the epicenter of a rapidly
expanding petrochemical industry with 22
petrochemical facilities and expansions, the
largest concentration of proposed
developments, planned for Harris County in the
next few years.

Fenceline communities, long neglected and over
polluted, are calling on all levels of government
to halt these new petrochemical buildout will
add to the toxic load of residents in already
overburdened communities. 

The hard-working Texas taxpayers in
communities where these petrochemical plants
are being proposed deserve better. 
They are calling for the government to provide
equal protection as guaranteed under the U.S.
Constitution–and not allow their communities to
continue to serve as environmental “sacrifice
zones” and dumping grounds for petrochemicals
and plastics production.

http://www.liebertpub.com/doi/10.1089/env.2021.0030
https://apnews.com/us-news/louisiana-chemicals-manufacturing-pollution-diversity-equity-and-inclusion-general-news-6dc7cc72321876641afe51e62cf4b8de
https://www.beyondplastics.org/from-the-grassroots/port-arthur-texas
https://www.beyondplastics.org/from-the-grassroots/port-arthur-texas
https://www.thecentersquare.com/texas/article_ddd22f12-bdc2-11eb-b0d7-a3031a839290.html
https://www.tmc.edu/
https://www.tmc.edu/
https://www.visithoustontexas.com/aroundhouston/texas-medical-center/
https://www.ehn.org/petrochemical-industry-pollution-in-texas#:~:text=New%20analysis%20illustrates%20the%20climate,as%20plastics%2C%20fertilizer%20and%20pesticides
https://www.ehn.org/petrochemical-industry-pollution-in-texas#:~:text=New%20analysis%20illustrates%20the%20climate,as%20plastics%2C%20fertilizer%20and%20pesticides
https://abc13.com/post/houston-ship-channel-amnesty-international-report-heavy-pollution-human-rights-group/14379073/
https://time.com/7281249/congress-trump-100-days/
https://www.federalregister.gov/presidential-documents/executive-orders/donald-trump/2025
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/unleashing-american-energy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/07/regulatory-relief-for-certain-stationary-sources-to-promote-american-chemical-manufacturing-security/
https://grist.org/energy/trump-quietly-shutters-the-only-federal-agency-that-investigates-industrial-chemical-explosions/
https://grist.org/energy/trump-quietly-shutters-the-only-federal-agency-that-investigates-industrial-chemical-explosions/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/oct/21/trump-epa-toxic-chemicals
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35168747/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/power-switch/2025/01/20/trump-returns-with-big-fossil-fuel-plans-00199402
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/05/climate/chemical-industry-trump-pollution-exemption.html
https://prospect.org/2024/03/19/2024-03-19-gulf-coast-petrochemical-buildout-tax-breaks-polluters/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629623001640
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629623001640
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7035204/
https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/amendment-14/
https://www.routledge.com/Dumping-In-Dixie-Race-Class-And-Environmental-Quality-Third-Edition/Bullard/p/book/9780813367927

