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SCHEDULE 7 – Outstanding Natural Features and 
Landscapes  
Masterton District 

ONFL 
Number 

Description Values 

Natural Science Sensory Shared and 
recognised 

ONFL1 Remutaka and 
Tararua Forest 
Parks 

Very High  Very High  Very High  

• Complete 
sequence of 
intact native 
forest (lowland 
to alpine)  

• Large block of 
uplifted 
greywacke 
rock; physically 
separates 
Wairarapa from 
Hutt Valley and 
Kapiti Coast  

• Dramatic size, 
scale and 
extent of 
ranges  

• Highly natural, 
contiguous 
vegetation 
cover (except 
toe of slope); 
undeveloped 
and provides 
point of 
reference and 
important 
backdrop to the 
plains  

• Particularly 
dramatic with 
varying lighting 
conditions, 
distinctive 
skyline and 
snow in winter  

• Widely 
recognised 
landscape 
feature in 
Wairarapa and 
Wellington 
region  

• Highly 
significant to 
Tangata 
Whenua  

• Historical links 
- Rimutaka rail 
incline, 
Rimutaka road 
formation, and 
early tramping 
huts in New 
Zealand 

ONFL2 Pukaha Mt 
Bruce 

Very High  Very High  Very High  

• The last sizable 
remnant of 70 
Mile Bush 

• Advanced 
secondary 
regeneration 
including tall 
emergent 
podocarp 
species 

• Nationally & 
internationally 

• Prominent from 
SH2 due to its 
elevated 
location, 
continuity of 
vegetation 
cover and large 
scale 

• High natural 
values 

• Highly 
regarded by 
local, and 
national 
communities 
for education 
and 
conservation 
contributions 

• High 
significance for 
Tangata 
Whenua as 
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ONFL 
Number 

Description Values 

Natural Science Sensory Shared and 
recognised 

recognised 
captive 
breeding 
programme 

important site 
for food 
gathering, 
knowledge and 
medicine 

• Historical 
associations 
with prominent 
conservationist, 
Elwyn Welch 

ONFL3 Tinui Taipos Moderate  Very High  Very High  

• Relatively 
discrete, large-
scale landform, 
which contrasts 
with the more 
rolling 
topography 
which 
surrounds it 

• Covered in 
mature wilding 
pines and an 
understory of 
regenerating 
native 
vegetation 

• The jagged, 
rocky outcrops 
near the peak 
are dramatic 
and vivid 

• The jagged, 
rocky outcrops 
near the peak 
are dramatic 
andvivid 

• Prominent 
location at Tinui 
junction 

• Local landmark 

• Highly regarded 
by local 
community, 
especially for its 
longstanding 
association with 
ANZAC day 
commemoration 

• ANZAC 
Memorial cross 
registered as 
Status 1 by 
NZHPT 

• Significance to 
Tangata 
Whenua as 
geographical 
marker 

ONFL4 Hidden Lakes Very High  Very High  High  

• Range of 
interesting and 
unique 
landforms, 
including 

• Supports an 
abundance of 
bird life — 
especially large 
numbers of tui 

• Historical 
reminder of 
1855 
earthquake 
and dynamic 
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ONFL 
Number 

Description Values 

Natural Science Sensory Shared and 
recognised 

hummocky 
areas, steep 
escarpments, 
and two 
freshwater 
lakes 

• Landscape 
formed as a 
result of 1855 
earthquake 

• Fringed by 
semi-mature 
native 
vegetation, 
dominated by 
totara, kowhai 
and titoki 

and wood 
pigeons when 
the kowhai are 
in flower 

• The lakes are 
particularly 
vivid, being 
enhanced by 
their vegetated 
setting and the 
steep cliffs as a 
backdrop 

• Recognised as 
a ‘hidden 
treasure’, 
secluded and 
isolated 

nature of the 
landscape 

• Significance to 
Tangata 
Whenua as 
historical site of 
Tirohanga Pa 
prior to its 
destruction and 
the resulting 
loss of life 
during the 
1855 
earthquake 

 

ONFL5 Castlepoint 
Reef & Scenic 
Reserve 

Very High Very High  Moderate  

• Dynamic and 
expressive 
coastal 
landscape 

• Accommodates 
rare and fragile 
vegetation 
communities 

• An important 
feeding area for 
a range of bird 
species 

• Highly 
memorable and 
iconic 
landscape 

• Landforms and 
rock formations 
create dramatic 
coastal scenery 
and silhouettes 

• Widely know 
throughout 
Wairarapa and 
beyond as 
popular 
recreational 
destination 

• Strong 
historical links 
to early 
stations and 
important role 
as a port, and 
site for 
lighthouse 

• Rich history for 
Tangata 
Whenua as 
important 
seafood 
gathering site, 
as well as 
longstanding 
associations 
with a number 
of tribes 

•  
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ONFL 
Number 

Description Values 

Natural Science Sensory Shared and 
recognised 

ONFL6 Uruti Point & 
Dune Complex 

Very High  Very High  High  

• Largest dune 
system on the 
Wairarapa 
Coast, 
supporting 
indigenous 
plant species 

• Rocky shore 
platform in the 
intertidal zone 

• Expressive of 
formative 
processes with 
active dune 
systems 

• Wild and 
remote coast 
with high 
natural 
character 

• Well known 
locally as a 
good fishing 
spot 

• Site of 
historical 
significance for 
Tangata 
Wheuna 

 

Carterton District 

ONFL 
Number 

Description Values 

Natural Science Sensory Shared and 
recognised 

ONFL1 Remutaka and 
Tararua Forest 
Parks 

Very High  Very High  Very High  

• Complete 
sequence of 
intact native 
forest (lowland 
to alpine)  

• Large block of 
uplifted 
greywacke 
rock; physically 
separates 
Wairarapa from 
Hutt Valley and 
Kapiti Coast  

• Dramatic size, 
scale and 
extent of 
ranges  

• Highly natural, 
contiguous 
vegetation cover 
(except toe of 
slope); 
undeveloped and 
provides point of 
reference and 
important 
backdrop to the 
plains  

• Particularly 
dramatic with 
varying lighting 
conditions, 
distinctive skyline 
and snow in 
winter  

• Widely 
recognised 
landscape 
feature in 
Wairarapa and 
Wellington 
region  

• Highly 
significant to 
Tangata 
Whenua  

• Historical links - 
Rimutaka rail 
incline, 
Rimutaka road 
formation, and 
early tramping 
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huts in New 
Zealand 

ONFL7 Taipo Minor 
/Rocky Hills 
Sanctuary 

Very High  Very High  Moderate  

• Three high 
pinnacles 
comprised of 
indurated 
Cretaceous 
sandstone 

• Rare example 
of taipo 
landform still 
with indigenous 
forest cover 

• Podocarp - 
broadleaf forest 
remnant which 
is rare in 
ecological 
district 

• Highly 
expressive of 
formative 
geological and 
natural 
processes 

• Peaks are 
dramatic and 
visually striking 

• Strong visual 
contrast between 
the area and 
adjacent taipos 
which are largely 
grazed 

• One of highest 
peaks in 
immediate area 
- focal point 

• Isolated, known 
predominantly 
by locals in 
immediate 
vicinity 

• Accessible via 
the DoC track 

 

South Wairarapa District 

ONFL 
Number 

Description Values 

Natural Science Sensory Shared and 
recognised 

ONFL1 Remutaka and 
Tararua Forest 
Parks 

Very High  Very High  Very High  

• Complete 
sequence of 
intact native 
forest (lowland 
to alpine)  

• Large block of 
uplifted 
greywacke 
rock; physically 
separates 
Wairarapa from 
Hutt Valley and 
Kapiti Coast 

• Highly natural, 
contiguous 
vegetation cover 
(except toe of 
slope); 
undeveloped 
and provides 
point of 
reference and 
important 
backdrop to the 
plains  

• Particularly 
dramatic with 

• Widely 
recognised 
landscape 
feature in 
Wairarapa and 
Wellington 
region  

• Highly 
significant to 
Tangata 
Whenua  

• Historical links - 
Rimutaka rail 
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ONFL 
Number 

Description Values 

Natural Science Sensory Shared and 
recognised 

• Dramatic size, 
scale and 
extent of ranges  

varying lighting 
conditions, 
distinctive 
skyline and 
snow in winter  

incline, 
Rimutaka road 
formation, and 
early tramping 
huts in New 
Zealand 

ONFL8 Wairarapa 
Moana 

Very High Very High Very High  

• Largest, 
shallow, 
freshwater lake 
and wetland 
system in lower 
North Island 

• Diverse habitats 
of national/ 
international 
significance 

• Vivid, open 
expansive 
landscape, 
enclosed by 
ranges either 
side, dominant 
feature from 
some locations  

• Very expressive 
of formative 
processes—
ancient coastal 
inlet, tectonic 
uplift, coastal 
processes, 
flooding 

• Distinctive 
transient values 
such as 
migratory birds, 
spectacular 
sunsets, 
seasonal 
flooding  

• Extremely 
significant for 
Tangata 
Whenua, 
primarily as a 
food source  

• Recreational 
hotspot, 
significant 
contribution to 
local identity  

• Historical ties 
during early 
European 
settlement — 
access and 
transport inland  

 

ONFL9 Nga Waka o 
Kupe Hills 

Moderate Very High Very High  

• A limestone 
landform which 
typifies the 
Martinborough 
landscape 

• The regular 
‘notched’ profile 
of the waka is 

• Important 
backdrop to 
Martinborough 

• The waka is 
readily 
identifiable from 
east and west of 
the landform, 

• Iconic status 
throughout the 
Wairarapa, but 
particularly in 
the local 
Martinborough 
community 
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ONFL 
Number 

Description Values 

Natural Science Sensory Shared and 
recognised 

unique in the 
Wairarapa and 
very distinctive 

• The 
undeveloped 
skyline forms a 
recognisable 
and memorable 
landmark 
throughout 
Southern 
Wairarapa 

and from close 
and distant 
locations 

• Highly legible 
due to lack of 
structures and 
trees 

• Significance for 
Tangata 
Wheuna 
associated with 
legends about 
the Polynesian 
explorer, Kupe 

• Extensively 
researched as 
part of book 
about 
Martinborough 
— The Canoes 
of Kupe 

ONFL10 Glendhu Rocks/ 
Pahaoa Estuary 

Very High  Very High  Moderate 

• Significant 
white limestone 
rock formations 
and reefs at 
coastal edge 

• One of the 
larger river 
estuaries on the 
Wairarapa 
coast 

• Low coastal 
dunes 

• Dramatic, 
isolated, 
expansive 
coastal 
environment 

• Relatively 
unmodified 
coastal platform 
and 
escarpments 
expressive of 
formative 
processes 

• Coastal 
walkway route 
to Honeycomb 
Rocks 
meanders 
through the 
area 

• Many Māori 
heritage sites 
near the mouth 
of the Pahaoa 
River 

ONFL11 Lake Pounui   Very High Very High Moderate 

• Regional 
significance as 
habitat for fish, 
birds & 
invertebrates 

• Largest low-
relief area of 
black beech left 

• Identified as a 
significant 
geopreservation 
site 

• Large areas of 
continuous 
forest cover 
around the lake 
margin 

• Strong sense of 
remoteness 
and the feeling 
of being an 
‘untouched’, 
secluded 
environment 

• The cobalt 
colour of the 
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ONFL 
Number 

Description Values 

Natural Science Sensory Shared and 
recognised 

in the 
Wairarapa 

• Intact landform 
and indigenous 
vegetation 
including deep 
lake, wetlands 
and forest 

lake is striking 
and distinctive 

• Well known in 
South 
Wairarapa — 
memories 
associated with 
recreational 
activities 

ONFL12 Aorangi 
(Haurangi) 
Forest Park 

Very High  Very High  Very High  

• Contains some 
of the highest 
and steepest 
landforms 
which define 
the eastern 
Wairarapa 
plains 

• Contiguous 
native 
vegetation 
which provides 
important 
habitat for a 
number of 
common and 
rare indigenous 
species 

• Very expressive 
of formative 
processes — 
uplift, erosion 
and 
regeneration 

• Much of it is a 
very remote, 
wild landscape 
which is popular 
for tramping and 
hunting. 

• Dramatic, 
massive 
backdrop to 
Cape Palliser 
coast 

• Sites of 
significance to 
Tangata 
Whenua 
alongside 
streams for 
food and 
shelter 

• Widely 
recognised by 
the wider 
Wairarapa 
community as 
special and 
iconic 

ONFL13 Pūtangirua 
Pinnacles 

Very High  Very High  Very High  

• Recognised 
geopreservation 
site and best 
example of 
badlands 
erosion in New 
Zealand 

• High natural 
values, 

• Dramatic size, 
scale and 
concentration of 
pillars 

• Highly 
expressive of 
formative 
processes 

• Well known 
and cherished 
by locals, the 
scientific 
community, 
educators and 
as tourist 
destination 
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ONFL 
Number 

Description Values 

Natural Science Sensory Shared and 
recognised 

including 
scattered 
patches of 
native 
vegetation 
identified by 
DoC 
as ’indigenous 
threatened 
environment’ 

• The native 
vegetation 
frames and 
provides a 
distinctive 
contrast with the 
stark pillars 

• Formed part of 
the set for the 
Lord of the 
Rings trilogy 

• Significance to 
Tangata 
Whenua for 
provision of 
food, shelter 
and inland 
access 

ONFL14 Ruakokoputuna 
Chasm 

Very High Very High  Very High  

• Diverse and 
interesting 
collection of 
limestone 
formations 

• Advanced 
secondary 
native 
regeneration, 
and various 
scattered native 
forest remnants 

• Reports of 
abundant 
wildlife 
including, 
falcon, bats, 
tuis, eels and 
kokopu 

• Prominent scale 
of Haurangi Bluff 
and 
Ruakokoputuna 
Chasm 

• The limestone 
landscape is 
highly 
expressive of 
formative 
geological 
processes 

• High transient 
values, 
especially for the 
chasm as a 
result of 
changing lighting 
and flooding 
conditions 

• Highly valued 
by local, 
community for 
its recreational 
and tourism 
potential, in 
addition to its 
sense of 
seclusion and 
mystery 

• Well used by 
Maori in pre-
european times 

• Historical 
associations 
with early 
pioneering 
farming and 
timber milling 

ONFL15 White Rock Very High Very High  Moderate  

• Rare geological 
feature 
consisting of a 
limestone reef 
which extends 

• Popular locality 
for fossil 
collection 

• Shore platform 
in the vicinity of 

• Recognised by 
the local 
community as a 
popular spot for 
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ONFL 
Number 

Description Values 

Natural Science Sensory Shared and 
recognised 

over 700m into 
the ocean 

• Expressive of 
the natural 
processes — 
erosion and 
fault movement 
which has 
formed it 

site includes a 
number of 
significant 
ecological 
habitats and 
values 

• Vivid, distinctive, 
rocky feature 

• Unmodified reef 
and largely 
unmodified 
coastal platform 

fishing, diving 
and surfing 

ONFL16 Cape Palliser  High  Very High  Very High  

• Highly valued 
and researched 
archaeological 
sites 

• Aggregation of 
discrete and 
unusual 
geological 
features such 
as Kupe’s Sail 
and Ngapotiki 
Fan 

• Important 
habitat for 
various native 
species; well 
established fur 
seal breeding 
colony 

• Dramatic, wild 
and rugged 
landscape; 
native 
vegetation 
dominant and 
hardened to 
tough coastal 
conditions 

• Very expressive 
of formative 
processes — 
wind and water 
erosion, tectonic 
uplift 

• ‘Iconic’ and 
highly 
recognised 
throughout 
Wairarapa and 
wider Wellington 
region 

• Significant for 
Tangata 
Whenua as a 
food source; 
associations 
with Kupe; 
earliest human 
habitation in NZ 

• Popular tourism 
and 
recreational 
destination 

• Historical ties 
to 
establishment 
of early 
stations, 
development of 
nearby 
settlements 
and 
commercial 
fishing bases 
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