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SCHEDULE 11 – Significant Waterbodies  
This schedule lists the significant waterbodies in the districts that are identified based on the 

following criteria: 

1. the waterbody and/or its margins have high natural character and ecology values, 

including natural aquatic habitats that support the presence of threatened, at risk, 

or regionally distinctive indigenous species; 

2. the waterbody is of a nature and magnitude that creates a risk for natural hazards; 

3. use of the waterbody and/or its margins for recreational and public access purposes 

including walking, surface water activities, fishing, hunting, and tramping; 

4. cultural, spiritual, or heritage associations of tangata whenua to the waterbody, including 

ability to undertake customary activities; and/or 

5. importance of water quality, including for urban water supplies, and in relation to the 

above values. 

Natural Wetlands have not been identified in this schedule as they are either identified in the 

Greater Wellington Regional Council Proposed Natural Resources Plan (appeals version 

2019) and relevant protection is provided through the rule provisions, or are captured by the 

Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Freshwater) Regulations 

2020 which provides for relevant protection through the regulations.  

 

Masterton District 

Significant 

Waterbody 

Number 

Waterbody Biodiversity, 

Ecological, 

or Natural 

Character 

Values 

Natural 

hazards 

Recreation

al, Public 

Access, 

Scenic, or 

Amenity 

Values 

Cultural 

and 

Heritage 

Values 

Water 

Quality 

Values 

SW1 Waingawa 

River 

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

SW2 Waipoua 

River 

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔  

SW3 Kōpuaranga 

River 

✔  ✔ ✔  

SW4 Tauwera 

River 

✔  ✔ ✔  
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Significant 

Waterbody 

Number 

Waterbody Biodiversity, 

Ecological, 

or Natural 

Character 

Values 

Natural 

hazards 

Recreation

al, Public 

Access, 

Scenic, or 

Amenity 

Values 

Cultural 

and 

Heritage 

Values 

Water 

Quality 

Values 

SW5 Whareama 

River 

✔  ✔   

SW6 South Pacific 

Ocean 

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔  

SW7 Ruamāhanga 

River 

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

SW8 Wauhora 

Stream 

✔     

SW9 Hapua Korari 

(Lost Lake) 

   ✔  

SW10 Henley Lake   ✔ ✔  

SW11 Makakaweka 

Stream   

   ✔  

SW12 Mākoura 

Stream 

   ✔  

SW13 Mangaakuta    ✔  

SW14 Mangawhero 

Stream 

   ✔  

SW15 Maurioho 

Stream 

   ✔  

SW16 Motuwaireka 

Stream 

✔   ✔  

SW17 Otahome 

(Otahaumi) 

Stream 

   ✔  
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Significant 

Waterbody 

Number 

Waterbody Biodiversity, 

Ecological, 

or Natural 

Character 

Values 

Natural 

hazards 

Recreation

al, Public 

Access, 

Scenic, or 

Amenity 

Values 

Cultural 

and 

Heritage 

Values 

Water 

Quality 

Values 

SW18 Whakataki 

River  

✔     

SW19 Kaimokopun

a Stream  

✔     

SW20 Unnamed 

River 

draining to 

the coast 

between 

E2784666 

N6038022 

and 

E2784952 

N6039543 

✔     

SW21 Okau Stream ✔     

SW22 Castlepoint 

Stream 

✔     

SW23 Mataikona 

River 

✔     
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Carterton District 

Significant 

Waterbody 

Number 

Waterbody Biodiversity, 

Ecological, 

or Natural 

Character 

Values 

Natural 

hazards 

Recreation

al, Public, 

Access, 

Scenic, or 

Amenity 

Values 

Cultural 

and 

Heritage 

Values 

Water 

Quality 

Values 

SW1 Waingawa 

River 

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

SW6 South Pacific 

Ocean 

✔ ✔ ✔  ✔ 

SW7 Ruamāhanga 

River 

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

SW24 Waiōhine 

River 

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

SW25 Waingawa 

Wetland  

✔  ✔   

SW26 Mangatarere 

River 

   ✔  

SW27 Kourarau 

Stream 

   ✔  

SW28 Te Para 

Stream 

✔   ✔  

SW29 Hautokioki 

Stream 

✔     
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South Wairarapa District 

Significant 

Waterbody 

Number 

Waterbody Biodiversity, 

Ecological, 

or Natural 

Character 

Values 

Natural 

hazards 

Recreation

al, Public, 

Access, 

Scenic, or 

Amenity 

Values 

Cultural 

and 

Heritage 

Values 

Water 

Quality 

Values 

SW6 South Pacific 

Ocean 

✔ ✔ ✔  ✔ 

SW7 Ruamāhanga 

River 

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

SW24 Waiōhine 

River 

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

SW30 Lake 

Wairarapa 

and any 

waterbody in 

the Lake 

Waiarapa 

Wetlands 

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔  

SW31 Tauherenika

u River 

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

SW32 Raukokoputu

na River 

✔ ✔ ✔  ✔ 

SW33 Tūranganui 

River 

✔ ✔    

SW34 Huangarua 

River 

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

SW35 Pahaoa River ✔ ✔ ✔   

SW36 Awhea River  ✔ ✔    

SW37 Opouawa 

River 

✔ ✔    
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Significant 

Waterbody 

Number 

Waterbody Biodiversity, 

Ecological, 

or Natural 

Character 

Values 

Natural 

hazards 

Recreation

al, Public, 

Access, 

Scenic, or 

Amenity 

Values 

Cultural 

and 

Heritage 

Values 

Water 

Quality 

Values 

SW38 Ōterei River ✔     

SW39 Whangaehu 

River  

✔ ✔  ✔  

SW40 Makotukutuk

u Stream 

locally known 

as Washpool 

Stream 

✔ ✔ ✔   

SW42 Pararaki 

Stream  

✔ ✔ ✔   

SW42 Otakaha 

Stream 

✔ ✔ ✔   

SW43 Whawanui 

River 

✔ ✔ ✔   

SW44 Cape River ✔ ✔ ✔   

SW45 The Stream 

in the 

Waihora 

Valley  

✔ ✔ ✔   

SW46 Tauanui 

River 

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

SW47 Owhanga 

Stream  

✔ ✔ ✔   

SW48 Cross Creek  ✔ ✔ ✔   

SW49 Bocketts 

Stream 

✔ ✔ ✔   
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Significant 

Waterbody 

Number 

Waterbody Biodiversity, 

Ecological, 

or Natural 

Character 

Values 

Natural 

hazards 

Recreation

al, Public, 

Access, 

Scenic, or 

Amenity 

Values 

Cultural 

and 

Heritage 

Values 

Water 

Quality 

Values 

SW50 Waiorongam

ai River  

✔ ✔ ✔   

SW51 Battery 

Stream 

✔ ✔ ✔   

SW52 Wharepapa 

River 

✔ ✔ ✔   

SW53 Mukamuka 

Stream 

✔ ✔ ✔   

SW54 Pāpāwai 

Stream 

✔ ✔ ✔   

SW55 Lake Ōnoke ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔  

SW56 Parangarahu 

Lakes 

(Kohangatera

, 

Kohangapirip

iri including 

catchments) 

   ✔  

SW57 Pounui 

Stream and 

Lake Pounui 

✔     

SW58 

 

 

 

 

 

Wairongomai 

River 

(tributary of 

Lake 

Wairarapa)  

✔     
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Significant 

Waterbody 

Number 

Waterbody Biodiversity, 

Ecological, 

or Natural 

Character 

Values 

Natural 

hazards 

Recreation

al, Public, 

Access, 

Scenic, or 

Amenity 

Values 

Cultural 

and 

Heritage 

Values 

Water 

Quality 

Values 

SW59 Burlings 

Stream 

(tributary of 

Lake 

Wairarapa)  

✔     

SW60 Unnamed 

tributaries of 

Lake 

Wairarpaa 

between 

E2692884 

N5996151 

and 

E2694063 

N5996975 

✔     

SW61 Brockets 

Stream 

(tributary of 

Lake 

Wairarapa)  

✔     

SW62 Prince 

Stream  

✔     

SW63 Rivers 

flowing to the 

coast 

between the 

Huariki 

Stream and 

the 

Rerewhakaai

tu River  

✔     



Proposed Wairarapa Combined District Plan (Appeals Version) 
SCHED11 – Significant Waterbodies  

Page 9 of 9  As of 31 January 2026 

Significant 

Waterbody 

Number 

Waterbody Biodiversity, 

Ecological, 

or Natural 

Character 

Values 

Natural 

hazards 

Recreation

al, Public, 

Access, 

Scenic, or 

Amenity 

Values 

Cultural 

and 

Heritage 

Values 

Water 

Quality 

Values 

SW64 Waitetuna 

Stream 

✔     

SW65 Devils Creek ✔     

SW66 Mangatoetoe 

Stream 

✔     

SW67 Ruakokopau

na Creek 

✔     

SW68 Pūtangirua 

Stream 

✔     

SW69 Waiuru 

Stream 

✔     

SW70 Waihingaia 

Stream 

✔     

SW71 Abbots Creek ✔     

SW72 Unnamed 

River on the 

true left bank 

of the 

Ruamahanga 

River at 

E2704500 

N5988700 

✔     

 


