
Divorce lawyers are all 
over the small screen 

this autumn - but what 
do women in the legal 

profession wear in real life? 
Olivia Lidbury speaks to 

the ultimate power dressers 

lbere'a a..,.... ill !be lint. episode of U!zr, 
the upcoming Sky 1V dnma swring Sienna 
Miller and Dominic West as a high-profile 
couple embarlcing oo a messy divorce,~ 
Celia Imrie (playing a bammr niclaumcd 
iludpc) mh,ys into the c:ontemponry offica 
of Miller's solicitor.Sporting a bbcl< pinstripe, 
wide-leg double-brca>t<d wool suit = a 
aisply tailored white ibirt with her aoppcd 
1wr dyed red, there's a subllc whift" of DMCI 
Bowie about her. 

"We definitely pushed the looks," says the 
show's oostume designer, Matthew Price, 
who sowad Aid suit from Sandro and the 
ibirt from Jermyn Slrcct-based Emm> Willis. 
"She's part of that old-school Savile Row 
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nude-to-measure world. We wanted to 
clwulcJ • heightened power dressing." be 
says of lmric's character. Miller, who p1,ys a 
wronged but =nipubtivc film SU, (West 
is her cheating tech tian ex). is a delight to 
watch in outfits by Ouoc, V-,ctoru Bcddwn 
and Stella McCartney. But the show saves up 
deliciou51y dynamic wardrobe semontia for 
lcgalprofessioruls.Asdocs ThtSplit Up,a new 
six-part BBC dr.una - a spin-off from the 
hugely l)()INbr series T1lt Sp/ii - ccntted on 
Manchester's moneyed divorce circuit. 

In real life the looks adopted by the most 
sought-after mariul solicitors working for 
the one per cent can be just as perfonNUv<: 
(sec the vrtcnn divorce bwycr Fiona Shack· 
lcton, who represented Paul McCartney~ 
King Charles IJI, and her an,,aul of PYC rain 
macs and neat dresses~ 

•If you're dealing with ultra-high-net· 
worth clients, they expect you to dress an a 
way that's commensuntc with the way that 
they dress," says Ayesha Vardag, founder 
of the top bw firm Varda!!-'- A dcwtcc of 
Givcnchy tailoring, Chanel jaclc.cts and a 
sprinkling of Dior, she admits to spending 
a rebtively high proportion of her income 
on clothes. "I don't buy lots, but what I do 
buy is the best I possibly can," she adds. 

• l(at1 i., the founder of Katz Partn 
°':'~cd Kate W-inslet when : 

::;-t.....,.i th< fil":' di=tor Sam Mendes. 
, ,;,.,.i,oi,e IS P"nunly Stockcl "th 

Katz s S>in< 1..aurcnt from the l960s Wt 
Yinogl' ..,i.ch she has collected OVcr the and 
1970s, She never we.rs "·. past "'° d<(:ades- lishcd uwck but her 
oudiU ... alw2Y' po ~ C0nsadcrcd, 
•and r)ve. I hope, the impression of 
S()lllCOClC who IS organ1scd in their own 
mind" ,he says modestly. Dressing for coun 

~.uy the High Coun - ""u;­
- - • drcsscodc • .., --• 
..,..~ thco"'-- thonforchcnt 
~ord,yS'" ,...,_ 

In f,nuly ccuit barmle1$ arc not ~ 
10 wear '"f' or gowns (~ ~, one burister • aow<'1 B,lm.tlll t><kct Wtth gold 
;:"ons. ~ ,..;th Valentano trousc .. i The 
KC R,t,ccca c;.,.w Pole rcmembcn arriving 

the t,,r in the btc 1990s when it wu nail 
~ upon lor female barriste" to wcu 
tl1)U!CI', "but - I wcu lots of suits md 
1\oc pa vast ttrrtof pussy-bow blouses -
I f<d W,, theY'lt the female <quivalcnt of 

tic" She abo faYOUrS long-slccvc shin 
~ ti,- thc British brand Bcuiah for their 

t,abnCe oHemininity and formality. 
~ 8loolll, binder and panner of AFP 
Bloom, io,.,es thc theatre of the High Court. 
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•11 1w these extraordinary corridon and 
so I alw:iys ,.,.., 1ncrcd1bly noisy stilettos. 
Often 111 be tollenng up •nd down 10 talk 
to the other side and ncgot1JIC. ~nd so when 
the chcnt hcan the click-cuck sound of me 
coming l,.,ck they feel reassured.• (Such IS 
Bloom's ITUS.\1011 to put her clients at eosc, 
she once won,• T-sh1n with the s1og,n "The 
Tcnrunotor" to meet Wtth a barrister whosc 
nickname - unbeknown 10 him - wu The 
Tcnninator.) A more O..mboyont drcsser 
th•n most. Bloom wean I.L<s<:llcd J>Ckcts and 
full-length snakc,lun coats over formal court 
dress. She mLln Cos md H&M with pieces 
from e..&..<h and Zadag & Voltaire aJon&•ide 
s.Jcnci.Jga ace~ "accented Wtth w,1rd 
ond won<lcrful stuff" that you ptek olf on 
Vintcd". .tie soys. "I've ilbo got the most 
amazing pair of srudded 'showgirl boots' 
from Ibau," she add, with• laugh. 

The in1JitUte subtcct matter of rcbt.ionship 
l,rcalcdawns coupled with cxtrcmc wealth 
heightens the dram> in the counroom. 
Where Shocldcton was once quoted .. SO)'lrtg 
she com,dcrcd her -k wufonn to be her 
"battle 1u1 ·, Katz tlunks times have moved on. 
"It's a bat of a stcrcotype that clothes •re hkc 
this armour th,t you put on. That might have 
been true historically but. as with cvcrytlung, 
that's evolv<d. I sec my clothes as somctlung 
that nuke me lccl posiu--c and good in my 
own skin, and ,o of I feel bkc that then thm:"s 
no nooc and I'm toullyfocuscd on the JOI>.· 

Solioton; act as a bulfcr and formal repre­
sentative duMg what is a difficult and lll\02• 
s1ve time. so chcnts arc naturally attuned 
10 how they dress. Abigail Ehas-Lurie, who 
instructed Bloom in 2020 ond now works as 
• d1von-c coach, .. ys her solicitor's vibrant 
style had an emp01<-cnng elfect: ·11 showed 
that she's modem and up to cbte. wluch you 
wml to feel your bwycr 1<. From my pcrspcc· 
uve she gav,: olf thas vibe of'l'm in control', 
ond as a result I didn't feel sarcd." 

V.udag wk., almost dunfully of projcctang 
an im.age for her chents through her style: 
"Obviously they ,re coming to you for your 
brain and for what you can actuc.c for them, 

but pan of that package is that you loolc 
'right' from their perspective. Oacnts really 
•pprccute walking onto coun with • bwycr 
who •ppean sophi.<tiatcd and elcg;ant. It's 
pan of the .Crength of the position." 

Katz dcscnbcs the tension of being a 
woman keen to cst>bl1Sh a strong sense of 
penonal style in such a c.omballvc rrulicu .. 
"almost • t>boo. Because if you'n: allJaCtJvc 
and well put-tO{ICth,T, then that's surely 
what you're thanlang obout. It takes a ccruin 
>mount of confidence 10 Sl<J> out of that and 
say,'No. l'v<: got• couple ofbwdcgrces and 
I'm definitely very good at my job, and I do 
thank ,bout what I wear and how I loolc, and 
the two can sit side by side perfectly line.-

In m,, West's solicitor, pbycd by Nino 
Sos.ny>. works lor a stulfy legal 6rm yet 
wears barrel-leg IJOUSCn. brogues and larno­
no-iraspircd shuts (and lsscy Miyake, "She's 
been there and done it (the tradiuonal mil 
auircJ, so she's almoot like a floacmg cnuty," 
Pnce cxpbans of the hicran:lucal li-ccdom 
a.lfonlcd to thooe who arc mott cstoblished.. 

Troublcshooung what to wear in the 
industry is something that the pcnonal 
Stybst f1cur M>ndcwle. of Fane Pmonal 
Styling, oddrcsscs in workpbcc sanorial 
sessions. "Men stall have this uniform of swu, 
wluch hasn't changed an awful lot. whereas 
women tuvc 3 k>t more choice in tcrnu or 
style and colour.And L1.iloring has completely 
ch>nged - you can go much more rcwced 

RllllAfnin 
Tha Sp61 Up. I 
Lcft~•lmrie 
In W,,Top The 
re•l..ftfe lawyer \ 
DnNIC&tt. 
0..-rteSlonna 
Miller irt War 

'H you're dealing with 
ultra-high-net-worthcfients. 
they expect you to dress in 
a waythat'sconvnensurate 
with the way they dress' 

and <Mniud," she says. Brands Mandcvillc 
rates include The fold, Theory and Mt+Em. 

A dress code sounds archaic but it can be 
helpful.pon,cubrlyforguK11ngyoungcrsuJf. 
In 2019 V..-dag made headlines for sending 
• memo in which she told fcmale team 
mcmbcn they could be "d.iscrcctly sexy" •nd 
that cardigans arc almost "never OK". The 
memo was sent aft,r a tnincc turned up in 
an cxtmnely shon leopard-print minislwt 
that -.....O't really very bwycry o.- what out 
clients would expect •t aD". On rdlection, 
Varcbg chuckles at how the memo was "a 
bit mother hcrush. But the brand and the 
image of a firm is part or its identity and I'm 
responsible forcuntingthe brand.• 

In l~r Price sought irasptrarion from the 
lnsugram account Kat from Finance to 
dress the ponlcpl pbycd by Emma uird 
in mott accessibly pnced bnnds, such as 
Peachy Den and & Other Stories. Vardag 
concedes that not cvcryonc can .trord to 
shop designer: "One can do just u well from 
M&S and Zan, which ore the sons of brands 
1 wore when I was sun.ing out."' 

London is somctlung of • destinatlOI\ for 
ubcT•wcalthy "divorce toumts-", owing to 
judges in the capital rca,g,using non6nanci.JI 
oontributions (such as parcnllng) made 
dunng • marri.Jge. Competition is 6crcc but 
the le.ding bw firms ore seemingly on the 
same sulc - at least where knicwcor is 
conccmcd. "I'm not a r.n of arl)1)0C loolcing 
scrulfy •tall, and I'm quite vocal about that," 
Katzsoys. "And I'm not a &n of cardigans."■ 
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