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The school was a hive of activity for Griff Market Place at 
the start of the month for ‘My Money Week.’ More details 
on the Maths Minions page.  

Y4 had great fun at Gilwern Outdoor Education Centre. 
Look out for letters about next year’s trips for Years 3,4,5 
& 6. 

Lots of sporty stuff happened in June: girls from Year 
4/5/6 participated in a girls’ cricket festival at Panteg 
Cricket Club; pupils took part in a rugby tournament at 
West Mon School and the Primary Schools Athletics event 
at Cwmbran stadium. 

Y5 MAT pupils spent a week at West Mon School which 
culminated in a graduation ceremony on the Friday. Pupils 
described the trip to 'We the Curious' in Bristol as 
‘amazing!’ 

It was great to see the various poses from the children as 
Nigel Bloomer took the class photographs for this year. I’m 
sure you’ll agree that the results were amazing! 

This month the teachers have been beavering away writing 
the annual pupil reports. Together with a summary of your 
child’s progress during 2024/25, you will get a summary 
of what experiences they have had over the course of the 
year. Pupils for Y2 to Y6 will also receive their progress 
certificates. In addition, you will find an evaluation form 
which both you and your child will need to complete. 
Please return these evaluations to school as soon as    
possible. Once again, your opinions matter to us. 

Serennau Yr Wythnos / Stars of the Week for 13th, 20th & 
27th June, 4th July 

 

Mr Pembrey Esmee B; James B; Isabella S 

Miss Thomas Ela M; Jake H; Will A 

Miss Rogers Alex W; Dylan F; Monty C; Millie P 

Miss Morris Yassin F; Johnel N; Adele R; Oliver L 

Mr John Jacob W; Grace C; Ethan J; Harri R 

Mr McDonnell Evelyn L; Harry L; George H; Arlo G 

Miss E Thomas Firas A; Jane K; Jessica J; Aiden D 

Miss Hall Isabella O'N; Halle M; Jack D; 
Daisy T 

Mrs Crane-Brown 
Mrs Cox 

Ava R; Grayson E; James SL;       
Savannah WT 

Mr Blackmore Daisy PC; Lilly JW;  Faith P  

Mrs Taylor Isla H; Emily J; Samuel T; Noah T 

Miss Z Young Lily S; Jaxen K; Isla D; Tiarna F 

Mrs R Jones Leo P; Finley L; Robyn G; Willow J 

On Sunday, 22nd June, our talented school choir took to 
the stage at a special concert hosted by The Voice finalist 
Emilie  Parry Williams. Performing a well-rehearsed set of 
six songs, the children captivated the audience and      
received warm applause for their beautiful singing. 

Their exemplary behaviour throughout the event was 
equally  impressive. A special mention goes to our very 

own Maisie Bustin in Year 6, who wowed the audience with 
her solo performances. 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to the parents for their  
support in bringing the children to this weekend event, and 
to the choir members themselves for their continued     
enthusiasm and dedication. We are incredibly proud of you 
all! 

Choir Shines at Weekend Concert  

“We were so lucky to go to the West Mon MAT 
week!  The best bit was definitely 'We the Curious' in 
Bristol because it had loads of different Science areas 
and interactive zones - it was amazing!  We loved the 
lunch at West Mon, even the sandwiches were 
good!  The hashbrowns were amazing too!  We made 

cars by using fans, motors and batteries and          
tomorrow we are racing them! We created a Sphero 
obstacle course.  We loved the graduation ceremony 
too! 

GRIFFITHS KEMYS PANTEG THOMAS 

6341 6859 6405 5411 
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The pupils learnt lots of facts about a range of      
different countries during this month’s Modern     
Foreign Language Day. India, UAE, Sweden, India, 
Lebanon, Iran, Egypt, Mexico and South Africa were 
the pupils’ choice this time. 

 

The sun was shining for Y1’s trip 
to Noah’s Ark. Mr Blackmore and 
Mrs Taylor said, ‘The      children 
were amazing; a true credit to all 
of their families.’  

 

Parents of pupils new to Nursery and Reception    
attended an informative meeting with Mr Blackburn 
and the team.  Torfaen Catering and the Design 2 
Smile team also shared important messages for    
September 2025. 

We all jumped in to our Time Machine earlier this 
week which transported us to 1st September. The 
excitement in the hall, as names were called out, was 
palpable! Pupils got to meet their new teachers and 
some got to experience a different break time and 
lunchtime. New Nursery pupils got to ‘stay & play’ 
too. 

The school was treated to a woodwind demonstration 
from Lucy Brunnock. If your child is interested in 
learning how to  play contact their class teacher. 

It was a packed hall at the start of this week for two 
performances of ‘Griff School Musical’ by Year 6. We 
thank all who helped support the pupils learn their 
parts and songs at home, and to all who came to 
cheer them on at the performance. A special page is 
dedicated to this further in the Gazette. 

These cyclists all 
passed their cycling 
proficiency test with 
flying colours this af-
ternoon. Isabella was 
identified as the 'most 
improved cyclist' 

 

A huge THANK YOU for the 123 responses to our 
parent questionnaire. Your opinions matter to us. 
Your responses will be scrutinised and will inform the 
way we do things in the future.  
F.O.G.S 
Thanks for running Father’s day Secret room this 
month and supporting pupils with their                 
entrepreneurial projects at Griff Market Place. 

 

Chris Foot from Junior ParkRun came to give our pu-
pils a taste of ParkRun. Let’s see if we can see more 
‘Griff Gazelles’ running each Sunday morning. 

 

Y4 pupils enjoyed an activity day at Pontymoile Basin 
funded by Pontypool Community Council. Thank you 
for inviting us. 

We had our very own Relay, in support of Cancer   
Research UK, this month. The donations keep coming 
but if you’re yet to donate there's still time. Please 
send anything you can spare to Mrs Pugh. Don’t    
forget that Pontypool Relay For Life takes place this 
weekend in Pontypool Park and that our choir is    
performing in the bandstand at 1:30pm.  

Community  

7th - 11th July: Y6 residential trip to Gilwern Outdoor 
Education Centre 
 
9th July: Parent Teacher Consultations on request - 
please contact your child’s class teacher to make an 
appointment 
 
11th July 9:30 a.m. - Nursery Celebration 
 

15th July 11 - 7:30 p.m: Y6 Leavers’ Festival 
 
16th July 5p.m: Y6 Leavers’ Disco 
 
17th July 9:30 - Y6 Leavers’ assembly  
 
18th July: Last day of the 2024-25 academic year 
 
1st September: First day of the 2025-26 academic year 
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Just look a that smile!  

Congratulations to Lily (Rec) 
on her first Junior Park Run. 

Keep at it Lily, and you’ll soon 
be joining Dexter! 

Congratulations to Charles (Nurs) who 

was awarded ‘Swimmer of the Week’ 

recently. What an absolute superstar! 

Nofio 2 for Isla (Y1) recently. 

Such an achievement. Da iawn 

ti! 

Mrs Pugh & Madyn were lucky to join Dexter (Y3) in 
his first ever senior Park Run earlier this month.  

Dexter absolutely smashed the 5km - it was like a 
walk in the park! 

Well done to Maisie (Y6) who 
sang alongside her singing 

teacher, Emilie Parry Williams,  
earlier this month.  

She was joined by our school 
choir who also performed at 

the concert .  

Nofio 8 for Daisy (Y5) this month. Wow, 

great swimming. Daisy is now attending 

life saving lessons.  Llongyfarchiadau! 
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Erin (Y5) received her first  

Holy Communion on Saturday. 

Llongyfarchiadau! 

Ben & Dewi (Y3) are very proud of 
their trophies collected at a recent 

football tournament. 

Freddie (Y3) received ‘Player 

of the Year’ at his recent 

football presentation night. 

Bendigedig! 

Congratulations to everyone who 
took part in our very own Relay, in 

support of Cancer Research UK. 
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Staff have led many extra curricular clubs this year. 

Teachers have given up their time voluntarily to 

provide a range of fun and engaging activities for 

our pupils. Diolch! 

Dragon Sports 

with Mrs Hawksworth & Miss Lee 

Arts & Crafts Club  

with Miss Thomas 

Pupil Council 

with Mrs Pugh 

House Captains 

with Mrs Pugh 

Rugby 

with Mr Blackmore 

Football 

with Mr John &  

Mr Pembrey 

Choir 

with Miss Hall,  

Mrs Crane-Brown & 
Mr McDonnell 

Netball 

with Miss Young & 
Miss Rogers 

Eco Club 

with Mrs Taylor 

Criw Cymraeg 

with Miss Hall & Mr John 
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At the end of the term we say goodbye to a number of teachers. We thank them for their 

dedication and hard work whilst at Griffithstown, whether they’ve been with us for one 

year or thirty. I’m sure you’d like to join us in wishing them all the best of luck in their 

next chapters. 

It’s a ‘Goodbye for now’ to Miss Hall who leaves 
us temporarily to have her baby. We wish her the 

very best for the safe arrival of her little one. 
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A Warm Welcome to Griffithstown 

After a rigorous appointment process involving both pupils and staff we have            

successfully appointed five teachers for September. Everyone is looking forward to     

getting to know them and working together in the forthcoming year. 

Miss E Lloyd 

Reception Teacher 

Miss L Murphy 

Y1 Teacher 

Miss E Evans 

Y2 Teacher 

Miss A Charles 

Y3 Teacher 

Mrs S Jordan 

Y4/5 Teacher 

& ALNCo 

GOVERNORS: Welcome On Board 

We are delighted to welcome Adele Skinner & Michelle Dean as our new parent  

governors. We look forward to your support and challenge in shaping our school. 
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A magnificent production of Griff School Musical this month. The hall was packed, and 

very hot! But that didn’t stop the cheers and laughter from the audience. 

Congratulations to you all! 

Maisie B(Gabriella)  

Will A (Troy Bolten)  

Carson J (Sharpay) 

Oliver R (Sharpie) 

Gethyn B( Chad); Jesse F (Josh) 

Eli M (Zeke) 

Lyra D & Esmai R 
(Mrs Darbus) 

Kazer B, James B, Liam H, Conner B Harley 
B(basketball team); Sam Y (Coach Bolton)  

Skye A (Taylor) 
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July Issue 

My Money Week 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month’s Magic Numbers are: 

 

July Magic Numbers 

My Money Week 2025 

 

 

The Healthy Individuals Award 

went to 4J due to their     

amazingly tasty and ‘feel good’ 

smoothies!  

The ‘Teamwork is the Dreamwork’ award went to Y2 and 

5R. They worked incredibly well and sold out!! 

 

Finally, The Money Makers 

award, and the overall    

winners were Y6 Their  

products and teamwork 

were sensational and they 

made a staggering amount 

of money! We will miss this 

cohort dearly when they 

travel to pastures new!  

 

Overall, we raised an 

incredible £1038 for 

FOGS. We cannot 

thank you, our   

amazing Griff families, 

for your continued 

support. All monies 

raised will be divided 

equally and go back 

to individual classes. Have a wonderful summer break, Mr 

Blackmore 

This year’s My 

Money Week was 

a huge success! 

The variety of 

products being 

created and sold 

was fantastic and 

learners should 

be extremely proud of their efforts.  

 

On Monday 20th 

June we completed 

o u r  a w a r d s        

assembly and the 

results were as  

f o l l o w e d : 

 

‘Awesomest’ Advert Award 

I especially enjoyed the adverts that all learners 

created. They excelled in gaining a sale for 

their products!! Y3 took the plaudits with their 

‘Duck Song’ themed advert.  

 

The eco/environment award went to 1B and 

4/5M. This was due to their products reusing 

materials and materials that were naturally   

occurring.  

The Creative 

Clarence 

Award went to 

Reception and 

1T. This was 

due to their 

innovative  

ideas that   

allowed     

children     

develop their D &T skills.  

 

7/7/25 56 The average person’s left hand 

does 56% of the typing. 

14/7/25 89 The fastest a person has counted 

to 1 million was 89 days!!! 
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July Book Recommendations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

July is named after Julius Caesar, a famous Roman rul-

er. Before it was called July, it was known as Quintilis, 

which means "fifth" in Latin, because it was the fifth 

month in the old Roman calendar. In 44 BC, the Ro-

man Senate renamed it July in honour of 

Julius Caesar, as it was the month he was 

born.   

July Facts 

July Featured Author and Illustrator 

 The English author Beatrix Potter created Peter Rabbit, Squirrel Nutkin, 

Jemima Puddle-Duck, Mrs. Tiggy-Winkle, and other popular animal charac-

ters. The Tale of Peter Rabbit was her most famous story.  

 
Helen Beatrix Potter was born on July 

28, 1866, in South Kensington, Middlesex, England. She and her 

younger brother were kept from seeing other children. They snuck 

a variety of pets into their house, including rabbits, bats, and frogs. 

Both Potter and her brother enjoyed family holidays in the country-

side of Scotland or in the English Lake District. During these trips 

Potter studied and drew animals, plants, and fungi–such as mush-

rooms or truffles.  

July Newsround  
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ 

 

 

 

Follow the link for further information on how to take part! 

Let’s keep our children reading over the summer holidays!  The theme 

is ‘Story Garden’. 

https://imaginationsoup.net/summer-reading-list-for-kids/ - this link 

will show you summer reading for each age group. 

Dive into the ocean for a noisy, rhyming animal 

adventure in this colourful read-aloud picture book! 

Little ones will love looking at the colourful pictures 

and joining in with all the great sound words, as 

they discover all sorts of amazing sea creatures. 

Including blue whales, sea turtles, jellyfish, dolphins 

and more! 

‘ H U M O R 

Stick Dog is hilarious. Why is he called Stick Dog? 

Because our author/narrator can’t draw. And also, 

because he likes sticks. The funny cartoonish illustra-

tions make this story of stray dogs easy to read and a 

very entertaining series for kids. Young readers who 

want early chapter books with funny pictures and hu-

mor will love this book series.  

The Sandman and the Turtles is one of the most charming 

summer reads for children from Britain’s best-loved chil-

dren’s author, Michael Morpurgo. Michael loves summer 

holidays in Wales, and Dadci’s tall stories about the Sand-

man, the old Russian sea captain and blood-red dragon in 

his lair. Little cousin Polly believes every word of the magi-

cal tales and she’s determined to make it all come true.  

In the small town of Soledad, Texas, 1952, soldiers parachuted 

in and took the town in a secret (but actually historically true) 

military op. Simultaneously, a group of friends find an alien 

whose parents are prisoners of the military operation. Pineda, 

who is half Cuban, is treated differently than the white kids in 

his town, so he can relate to the alien’s experiences. Pineda 

and his three friends work with a Black soldier to save their 

new alien friend and her missing parents in this excellent, 

thought-provoking story.  

 



Ysgol Griffithstown 

 

 

 

Newyddion Mehefin 
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Gorffennaf Issue 

Design Technology 

We've had a fantastic year bursting with crea-

tivity and hands-on innovation in Design and 

Technology! From the futuristic flair of our 'City 

of Tomorrow' project to Reception’s adorable 

handcrafted picture frames, pupils across all 

year groups have been busy sawing, building, 

and dreaming big. Skills are soaring!  

‘My Money Week’ was a brilliant opportunity for 

pupils to unleash their creativity and sharpen 

their D/T skills by designing, making, and sell-

ing products for profit. From colourful bracelets 

and croc charms to handcrafted wood cookies 

and tempting sweet cones, entrepreneurial spir-

it was in full swing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the Summer Holidays just around the cor-

ner, it's the perfect time to remind ourselves 

how to stay safe online. Here are our top tips to 

help you enjoy the internet and social media re-

sponsibly and securely:  

PROTECH: 

Protect personal information such as pass-

words, names and addresses 

Report and block, if someone is making you 

feel uncomfortable, tell a parent, teacher or 

guardian 

Only talk to people you know online, avoid 

chatting to strangers 

Think before you click, share or chat 

Extra care with passwords and privacy settings; 

keep accounts secure 

Check with a trusted adult if some-

thing feels wrong or scary 

Have kindness and  

respect online 

 

 

 

 

Digital Diaries 

Appsof the Month:: 

Home Learning! 

For this edition, we’ve chosen to highlight all our home 

learning platforms as Apps of the Month to help keep liter-

acy and numeracy skills sharp over the summer break.  

 

Scientist of the Month 

Anders Celsius  

Our Scientist of the Month is Anders Celsius, 

the brilliant mind behind the Celsius tempera-

ture scale. His work helps us measure temper-

ature accurately, perfect for tracking those siz-

zling summer days! Thanks to him, we under-

stand heat, weather, and 

climate a whole lot better.  

How will you grow your De-

sign and Technology skills 

this summer? Why not chal-

lenge yourself to design a 

new product, build some-

thing from scratch, or get 
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Why did you want to be a governor? 

As head teacher, I must be on the Governing Body. I want to be on the Governing Body because it gives me the opportunity to 
inform, listen to and work with a fantastic group of parents who have chosen to be actively engaged in the life and develop-
ment of the school. 

 
Do you enjoy your role as school governor and what is your favourite part? 

My favourite part of working with the Governing Body is sharing information about pupil progress and standards, and cele-
brating the hard work of pupils, teachers and parents/carers. 

 
What part of being a governor do you dislike? 
I always wish there was more money for resources and staffing, but glad to say we make the most of every penny that we do 
have. 

 
What experience do you have to make you a good governor? 
I started teaching in 1994. Over the years I have gathered experiences, knowledge and skills to work with pupils and adults to 
lead an effective evaluation and planning cycle of school improvement. 

 
What would you do if you could do anything for the school and money was no object? How would you change it? 
I love music and would want every child to leave school being able to play an instrument. 

 
What is your goal for 2026 as a school governor and what help would you need to achieve that goal? 
I want every child to continue to thrive and make progress from their starting points. Let’s continue to work as a whole school 
team; pupils, parents, staff and governors working together to make our pupils the best they can be. 

 
What are your hobbies? 
I enjoy theatre and film – anything from the ancient Greeks to William Shatner. But as I get older, I need subtitles for foreign 
and English language content. Can’t spend a day without listening to music – guilty pleasure Basement Jaxx. 

 
What was your favourite subject in school? 

I loved and continue to be fascinated by history. People and their stories never fail to mesmerise me. Recently stopped reading 
my social media accounts and focused my eyes on the Crusades, King James I and the Spanish Civil War. Wow… the drama!  

Nick Blackburn - Headteacher 

Just like every school in Wales, we have a board of governors. Their role is to provide strategic leadership for our 

school. Pupil Council has developed some questions to ask our governors in a quest to get to know them. Each month 

we will introduce you to one of our governors. If you have a question you would like to ask them let us know. 












































