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The Golden Rule and the Narrow Gate 
Matthew 7:12-14 

 

"So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. Enter 
by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it 
are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few." 

In Matthew 7:12–14, Jesus brings His Sermon on the Mount toward its conclusion with both a guiding principle 
for daily living and a sobering reminder about eternity. These verses hold together the Christian ethic and the 
Christian hope, reminding us that the gospel is not merely about how we live in this world but also about the 
eternal destiny that awaits us. 

Living Out the Golden Rule (v. 12) 

Jesus summarizes the moral teaching of the Law and the Prophets in one simple, yet profound command: 
“Whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them.” This is not mere courtesy or social niceness; 
it is a Christ-centered ethic of love. 

Salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone (Ephesians 2:8–9). Yet, the new birth produces 
new fruit. The one who has been transformed by Christ will live differently. Loving others as we wish to be 
loved is evidence of a heart that has been changed by the gospel. 

In practice, this means treating our family members with patience, our neighbors with kindness, our coworkers 
with honesty, and even our enemies with grace. This command exposes our selfishness and drives us back to the 
cross, where Christ perfectly lived out what He preached. “16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life 
for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers” (1 John 3:16). 

The Wide Gate and the Narrow Gate (vv. 13–14) 

After calling us to love, Jesus immediately warns us of two paths. The wide gate is easy, accommodating, and 
popular—but it leads to destruction. The narrow gate is hard, costly, and unpopular—but it leads to life. 

This is a call to decision. The gospel confronts us with a choice: Will we follow the broad, world-pleasing way 
that ignores Christ, or will we repent, believe, and follow Him on the narrow road of discipleship that He teaches 

us about in the Sermon on the Mount? 

Jesus is not one of many ways—He is the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6). To enter the narrow gate is to 
trust Christ alone for salvation, confess Him as Lord, and commit to following Him even when the path is        
difficult. 

A Word of Warning and a Word of Hope 

The warning is clear: many will choose the broad way that leads to destruction. The world offers comfort,       
popularity, and ease, but at the cost of eternal separation from God. 

But the hope is also clear: though the narrow way is hard, it leads to life—life abundant in Christ now, and life 
eternal in the presence of God forever. For those who enter through Christ, there is joy unspeakable and full of 
glory (1 Peter 1:8). 

Abiding in Christ, 

Pastor Jason Pounds 









The following members of First Baptist Sweetwater will be on a 
mission trip to the Amazon, September 13th - 20th. 
 

Phillip and Lauren Palmer 
Karen Burke 
Todd Colbert 
Fred LeMasters 
Libby Lennox 
Kellie Wheeler 
 

Please pray for these as they are making preparations to go, and 
also for the week they will be on their trip. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Phil Roy  
Mission Director 



A NOTE FROM YOUR 

FBC BUILDING COMMITTEE 

Building Committee Update 
 

 

 

August 25, 2025 

 

Dear Beloved Congregation, 

 

This past month, we’ve been diligently working on selecting a civil engineering 
partner for our building project. After carefully reviewing multiple proposals, we 
have narrowed it down to one candidate. We are currently in the due diligence 
phase, checking references and asking follow-up questions. We anticipate     
holding a kickoff meeting with our selected civil engineer within the next 
month. 
 

Additionally, we have received a revised diagrammatic design for our buildings, 
based on the feedback we provided on the initial draft. We are now in the      
process of coordinating a meeting to review and finalize this design. 
 

We humbly ask for your continued prayers—for our Staff, Trustees, and     
Building Committee—as we seek God’s will for our church and community. 
Please pray for us as the Spirit leads, and especially for wisdom, love, unity, 
clarity, and a deep desire to follow God’s will and timing in every step of this 
journey. 
 

Stay tuned for more updates, and let’s continue to trust in God's perfect timing 
and direction. 

. 

Blessings, 

Daryl G. West 

Chairman - Building Committee 

Sweetwater First Baptist Church 

303 Wright St, Sweetwater, TN 37874 

(423) 271-7181 cell 

Building Committee Update

 

June 17, 2025

 

Coming Together!

 

Dear Beloved Congregation,

 

Exciting times as we finalize on the layout of the spaces on the property.
has incorporated all this information, along with our feedback, into the final layout drawing for the land.
design, and we are excited about how things have turned out.

 

Studio 4 has now started working on the building concept designs for the pavilion and the Family Life Center.
of the buildings showcasing the rooms and spaces within the buildings.
these building concepts very soon.

 

We are expecting bid requests to go out to Civil Engineering soon.
we need is included and that we are comparing apples to apples.
to begin working with.

 

Please keep in mind special prayers for our Staff, Trustees, and members of the Building Committee as we seek God
and our community.
for God

 

Stay tuned for further updates, and let





Men’s Ministry Camping Trip

October 10 – 11, 2025

Come and bring the boys for a time of fellowship, games, and fun on

our new property. We will begin setting up Friday afternoon and plan

on departure Saturday afternoon. Bring your tents or small RV, chairs,

and outdoor games. Porta Potty’s will be onsite. Signup in the

Vestibule.









Contact Us 
 

 

First Baptist Church 
303 Wright Street 
Sweetwater, TN 37874 
423-337-3533 
 
Website: 
office@sweetwaterfbc.org 

Our Mission: Spreading the light of Jesus by loving one another and 

glorifying God. 

Our Vision:  Engage in inspiring worship encourage spiritual growth, 

reach youth an young families, witness to the unsaved and minister to 

the physical, spiritual, and emotional needs of member and non-

members. 


