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A Christmas Adoption  
Galatians 4:4-7  

 
One of my favorite Christmas hymns is “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus.” I love it because it 
captures the heart of Christmas as a rescue mission. It begins, “Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free.” Christmas is the story of a God who came down to save us—not be-
cause we were worthy or searching for Him, but because of His sovereign love and amazing 
grace. However, redemption is not the end goal. 

Paul says it this way in Galatians 4:4–7: 

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the 
law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And  
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ 
So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.” 

Galatians 4 reminds us that the true goal of redemption is adoption. Yes, Christmas is about      
redemption. Paul says Christ came “to redeem those who were under the law.” We were slaves to 
sin, unable to earn our way to God. But Christ entered our world to buy us back at the price of 
His own blood. 

But Paul goes even further. Christ redeemed us “so that we might receive adoption as sons.” He 
didn’t just set us free; He brought us home. 

Because of Jesus, we are no longer orphans. No longer slaves. No longer outsiders. In Christ, we 
become beloved sons and daughters of the living God—fully welcomed, fully known, fully 
loved. If you are in Christ, you are an heir of God and a co-heir with Christ. 

While I certainly enjoy a good rescue mission story, Christmas is about much more than a       
rescue. It's the story of a Father who sent His Son so that lost sinners could become His children 
forever. 

Abiding in Christ, 

Pastor Jason Pounds 









 

Valley Park Thanksgiving Meal 
 

THANK YOU to all the Volunteers that helped with the Thanksgiving 
Meal for the residents at Valley Park. 

Community Christmas Food Boxes 
 
We will be assembling food boxes on Saturday, December 20, 2025 at 
9:00 am at Sweetwater Primary School, then we will be delivering our 
boxes starting at 12:30 pm for the parking lot. We will have around 50 
families that we will be delivering to.  

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 

First Baptist packed 96 shoeboxes this year for Operation               

Christmas Child. 

Thank You! 

Valley Park 
 

Sunday School at Valley Park is increasing each week, one week we had 17 in attendance.  
Thanks to each one that has helped with this mission. We want to start more events at our 
Community Center after the first of the year. 

Christmas Card Post Office 
 

The Christmas Card Post Office, will be open starting Sunday, November 30th. 
Church members can send cards to each other. Just drop them off, they will sorted for you, 
and your mail will be available for you to pick up. 

 (DROP OFF AND PICKUP TABLE IS LOCATED JUST PAST THE WATER FOUNTAIN                        
IN THE VESTIBULE) 



A NOTE FROM YOUR 

FBC BUILDING COMMITTEE 

Building Committee Update 
 

November 18, 2025 

 

Dear Beloved Congregation, 

 

This month, the major milestone was that core drilling officially began. Core drilling is a critical 
step that will verify whether our developed site plan is truly feasible. Please pray that all goes 
smoothly with this process and that we will be able to move forward confidently with the current 
site plan. 
 

If the core drilling results are acceptable, the next step will be to obtain bids from the excavation 
companies we have already identified. After consulting with excavating companies as well as civil 
and architectural experts, everyone agrees that completing all site excavation at one time is the 
most cost-effective approach. Once the full site is prepared, we will be able to add individual     
sections of the plan one phase at a time. 
 

We have also identified the desired utility locations for the property.  The water service can come 
from a nearby road that has a line large enough for all our needs.  For sewer service, we have      
requested an easement to access the sewer in Willow Creek and hope to receive a response by the 
first of the year. Early discussions indicate that this should not be a problem, but we ask for          
continued prayers as we pursue this easement, it is by far the best option for our sewer connection. 
 

We humbly ask for your continued prayers—for our Staff, Trustees, and Building Committee—as 
we seek God’s will for our church and community.  Please pray for us as the Spirit leads, and       
especially for wisdom, love, unity, clarity, and a deep desire to follow God’s will and timing in 
every step of this journey. 
 

Stay tuned for more updates and let us continue to trust in God's perfect timing and direction. 
 

Stay tuned for more updates, and let’s continue to trust in God's perfect timing and direction. 

. 

 

Blessings, 

Daryl G. West 

Chairman - Building Committee 

Sweetwater First Baptist Church 

303 Wright St, Sweetwater, TN 37874 

(423) 271-7181 cell 













Contact Us 
 

 

First Baptist Church 
303 Wright Street 
Sweetwater, TN 37874 
423-337-3533 
 
Website: 
office@sweetwaterfbc.org 

Our Mission: Spreading the light of Jesus by loving one another and 

glorifying God. 

Our Vision:  Engage in inspiring worship encourage spiritual growth, 

reach youth an young families, witness to the unsaved and minister to 

the physical, spiritual, and emotional needs of member and non-

members. 


