ORI

Bjorn Dahlstrom’s comfortable
comma is back

Launched over 30 years ago at Milan’s Salone del
Mobile, the BD1 Lounge Chair by Bjorn Dahlstrom
has since become part of modern design history.
Popularly known as the Comma, the lounge chair
appears in the collections of both the Victoria
and Albert Museum in London and the Rohsska
Museet in Gothenburg. Fogia and Dahlstrom are
now relaunching the BD1 — not for nostalgic rea-
sons, but because it remains as relevant today as
it was in the 1990s.

“It has a knack for making itself at home in all
sorts of surroundings. It fits just as well in avant-
garde settings as in traditional ones. That was true
in 1994 and, strangely enough, it still seems to be
the case, today,” says Bjorn Dahlstrom.

Rather than belonging to any specific era, the
BD1 presents itself as a furniture piece that exists in
atime of its own. This may well be due to its clarity.
The basic idea of creating a lounge chair in the form
of a typographic character was executed with great
rigor and consistency. The design itself is strictly
minimalist, yet delightfully naive — almost comic-
book-like.

What was it like for Bjorn Dahlstrom to revisit
the furniture piece that marked his breakthrough
as a furniture designer?

“A bit like seeing an old friend again — a happy
reunion. It’s really fantastic that something I
designed in 1993 has been reborn.”




