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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Project Background 

Gawara Baya Wind Farm (the Project) is a wind energy project on an active cattle property within Gugu 

Badhun Country, being constructed by Upper Burdekin Wind Farm Pty Ltd (the Proponent). The Project is 

located approximately 65 kilometres (km) south-west of Ingham in North Queensland, within the Charters 

Towers Regional Council Local Government Area (LGA) on Lot 3198 on Plan PH2177. 

The Project comprises up to 68 wind turbine generators (WTGs) and associated ancillary infrastructure 

including temporary worker’s accommodation, access tracks, laydowns, electrical reticulation, collector 

sub-stations, concrete batching plants and construction offices.  

The Development Footprint lies within an area of predominately native open woodland to open forest 

vegetation. The actual clearing extent is expected to be reduced during detailed design, and areas required 

only to facilitate construction activities (temporary disturbance areas) will be subject to rehabilitation when 

no longer required. 

The Project locality, including relevant boundaries and the approved Development Footprint is shown on 

Figure 1.1. Within the approved Development Footprint, an indication of Temporary Disturbance Areas is 

shown on Figure 1.2. 

1.2 Purpose and Scope 

This Cleared Vegetation Management Plan (CVMP) has been developed to address Condition 18 of the 

State Assessment and Referral Agency (SARA) Decision Notice (ref. 2408-42181 SDA, dated 23 April 2025) 

and provides a framework for the management of cleared vegetation throughout the life of the Project, 

from initial clearing, material salvage and mulching through to disposal, storage and use for site 

stabilisation, revegetation and creation of fauna habitat. The management of these components aims to 

avoid, minimise and mitigate potential environmental impacts associated with the management of cleared 

vegetation.  

A key aspect of this plan is the appropriate storage of cleared vegetation, for use in rehabilitation of 

Temporary Disturbance Areas. Options for the management of cleared vegetation are described within the 

CVMP, with potential stockpile storage areas also shown on Figure 1.2. 

This plan specifically covers cleared vegetation management, as described in Section 4.0. Measures for 

landowner consultation, farm management and biosecurity are described in the Farm Management Plan 

(Windlab, 2025). Vegetation clearing, salvage of materials and associated interactions with fauna are 

described within the Vegetation and Fauna Management Plan (VFMP) (Umwelt, 2025a). Whilst some 

general measures are listed within this CVMP, the management and monitoring of fire related hazards 

should refer to the Bushfire Risk Management Plan (BRMP) (Green Tape Solutions, 2025) and Safety and 

Emergency Management Plan (SEMP) (Riskcon Engineering, 2025) as a primary reference. Broader waste 

disposal and weed management procedures are described within the Construction Environmental 

Management Plan (CEMP) (Umwelt, 2025b).  
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2.0 Environment 

2.1 Bioregions, Topography and Drainage 

The land within the Development Footprint is currently used for cattle grazing and comprises of 

predominately native woodland vegetation with limited pasture improvement or land clearing having 

occurred to date. The region and the Project site have been used as pastoral grazing land for livestock for 

more than 100 years. The Project site straddles two bioregions of North Queensland: 

• The ‘Einasleigh Uplands’ bioregion lies to the south and west, extending inland and comprising rugged 

hills and ranges, dissected plateaus and alluvial plains of eucalypt woodlands. This bioregion is 

associated with the Burdekin Basin. It includes Michael Creek and several unnamed drainage lines, 

which flow across the Project Site in a south-west direction towards Douglas Creek. 

• The ‘Wet Tropics’ bioregion extends to the north and east towards the coast, comprising diverse 

vegetation of rainforest, sclerophyll forest and woodlands to shrublands, heathlands and mangroves. 

The associated Herbert Basin flows north from the site with the Garrawalt Creek Drainage system. 

Elevation across the Project site ranges from approximately 500–700 m Australian Height Datum (AHD), 

with uneven hilly terrain and streamlines. There are areas with localised falls of up to 20% to 30%, and 

slopes along tributaries are approximately 1% to 10%. 

This information will be considered for storage of materials and site stabilisation (including the use of 

mulched vegetation or logs where suitable). 

2.2 Climate 

Comparable weather data for the site has been taken from the Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) weather 

station ‘Woolshed’ (Site no. 033307), approximately 100 km south-east of the Project Site and at an 

elevation of 556 m AHD. Mean rainfall and temperature data for the period 1998 to 2025 has been 

presented in Figure 2.1. Mean annual rainfall is 1,117.3 mm and follows a monsoonal pattern, with the 

majority falling over the warmer months of November to April. 

Rainfall may be marginally reduced over the more western slopes which fall into the Einasleigh Uplands 

bioregion. Parts of the Project Site at higher elevation may experience marginally cooler temperatures, 

which will vary with factors such as wind speed and humidity. 
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4.0 Management Measures 

Management measures for cleared vegetation are described in the following section. These will be 

implemented by the Civil Balance of Plant (CBOP) and Electrical Balance of Plant (EBOP) Contractors, under 

direction of the Proponent, during construction and early rehabilitation activities. Broad stages include: 

• Mulching and material salvage. 

• Management of excess materials. 

• On-site stockpiling and spontaneous combustion management. 

• Rehabilitation and habitat construction. 

• Vegetation clearing measures are described in the VFMP (Umwelt, 2025a). 

4.1 Mulching and Material Salvage 

While some logs and other habitat features may be identified during pre-clearance surveys and retained for 

use in retained vegetation or rehabilitation of Temporary Disturbance Areas, most cleared vegetation will 

be mulched. Mulching reduces volumes for management and facilitates re-use for site stabilisation and 

rehabilitation activities. 

The CBOP and EBOP Contractors are responsible for the safe operation of mulching equipment, including 

appropriate maintenance, relevant personal protective equipment, exclusion zones and safe work 

procedures. Interactions with fauna will be managed in accordance with the VFMP (Umwelt, 2025a).  

Measures for the salvage of vegetative habitat features (e.g. hollow-bearing timber, mistletoes, logs) are 

described in the VFMP (Umwelt, 2025a). Where practicable, processed vegetative materials may be 

retained in place and spread over the existing ground surface. If retained, materials will spread with a 

maximum thickness of 0.5 m, and in accordance with the ESCP (WRM, 2025). In areas adjacent to retained 

vegetation, the use of clean water diversion drains, or similar, in accordance with the ESCP (WRM, 2025), 

may be required to mitigate associated sedimentation impacts. 

4.2 Management of Excess Material 

Removal of trees is expected to generate a substantial volume of vegetative material. Depending on the 

intended use, this vegetative material may be mulched or otherwise, spread out and retained in-situ, 

and/or stockpiled for later use (as described in Section 4.3). Subsequent utilisation in rehabilitation areas 

(or retained vegetation) will be prioritised, with appropriate quantities/volumes to be determined during 

the detailed design process, and in accordance with the ESCP (WRM, 2025), VFMP (Umwelt, 2025a) and 

RMP. Vegetative materials (mulched or otherwise) unable to be utilised in rehabilitation areas (or retained 

vegetation) will be managed via onsite controlled burning. 

Any onsite controlled burning of vegetative materials (mulched or otherwise) will be undertaken in 

consultation with the landholder and in accordance with the Farm Management Plan (Windlab, 2025) and 

BRMP (Green Tape Solutions, 2025). Relevant controls at a minimum should include: 

• Monitoring of weather conditions regarding optimal burn times and fire danger ratings. 

• Establishment of buffer zones and firebreaks. 
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Off-site disposal of excess materials is not proposed. However, if there are no other options available, it will 

be deemed excess material, and offsite disposal will be completed in accordance with relevant QLD 

legislative requirements. 

4.3 On-site Stockpiling and Spontaneous Combustion Management 

Mulched vegetation, retained logs and other habitat features (e.g. hollow-bearing timber) that are retained 

for future site stabilisation and rehabilitation activities will be managed in the form of stockpiles. Stockpile 

storage areas will be located within areas cleared for other purposes. These areas will be mapped out 

during detailed planning and design, in accordance with the measures described below. Specific locations 

and required extent will be re-confirmed during pre-clearance procedures and marked on-ground. 

Regarding the identification of suitable areas for stockpile storage, consideration will be given to: 

• Suitable consultation/approval by the landholder, and the biosecurity measures described in the Farm 

Management Plan (Windlab, 2025). 

• Limiting stockpile storage to areas which have been cleared for other purposes where possible (i.e. no 

additional vegetation clearing for the sole purpose of stockpile storage). 

• No placement of stockpiles within 50 m of waterways, to prevent contamination impacts related to 

sedimentation and nutrient leaching, use of herbicides or fire-fighting chemicals. Appropriate erosion 

and sedimentation controls are to be implemented for stockpiles in accordance with the ESCP (WRM, 

2025).  

• No placement of stockpiles within overhead transmission line corridors, which may increase risk of 

combustion. 

With an overall aim to reduce clearing extent, available and suitable areas for stockpile placement are likely 

to be limited. Storage areas must not impede construction access (e.g. transportation or assembly of WTG 

blades), and if sufficient area is not available, stockpiling of soils (as described in the PRP (Umwelt, 2025c) 

and to be further developed in the RMP) should always take priority over mulched vegetation. 

As included in Table 4.1, the most convenient locations for stockpile storage (subject to detailed design) are 

likely to include: 

• Corridors adjacent to access tracks and underground reticulation corridors, where vegetation is cleared 

to allow for transportation of WTG blades and arc around bends. The identification of suitable stockpile 

locations for these areas will consider location, topography, and allowable safe overpass of WTG blades 

during transportation. 

• WTG assembly areas, where vegetation is cleared to accommodate for blade laydown and rotor lift 

clearance. Stockpile locations for these areas must not impede assembly of WTG’s. 

Mulched vegetation stockpiles have the potential to generate heat due to microbial activity and break-

down of organic matter. To minimise the risk of spontaneous combustion, recommended relevant control 

measures are described in Guideline ESR/2020/5506 – Prevention of fires in waste stockpiles (Qld 

Environmental Services and Regulation, 2025), the BRMP (Green Tape Solutions, 2025) and the SEMP 

(Riskcon Engineering, 2025). Adopted management measures are listed in Table 4.1, which also comply 

with the SARA Decision Notice.  
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Figure 4.1 Conceptual Stockpile Storage Within Temporary Road Access Corridors 

 

Regular monitoring will be conducted for stockpiles, as described in Section 5.0. 

4.4 Rehabilitation and Habitat Supplementation 

Temporary Disturbance Areas that will require progressive rehabilitation are detailed on Figure 1.2 and 

include: 

• WTG assembly areas (up to 1.2 ha each for 68 WTGs). 

• Construction access road clearance corridors (approximately 100 km in length across the Project with a 

maximum width of 45–50 m, excluding retained access tracks of 6–8 m). 

• Construction site offices and accommodation (approximately 10.3 ha). 

• Concrete batching plants (approximately 6.5 ha). 

• Construction laydown areas (approximately 6.1 ha). 

• Underground 33 kV reticulation corridors (up to 5 m either side adjacent to access roads). 

• OHTL corridors, where groundcover is cleared. 
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Where practicable, cleared vegetation (in the form of mulch, logs and other habitat features) will be 

retained in-situ (with a maximum thickness of 0.5 m, and in accordance with relevant BRMP (Green Tape 

Solutions, 2025) and ESCP (WRM, 2025) measures), used immediately for rehabilitation activities in areas 

no longer required for construction or relocated for enhancement of retained vegetation. This will reduce 

the area required for stockpile management, as well as risks associated with delayed rehabilitation of 

cleared areas. Specific habitat features (e.g. hollow bearing timber and large logs) may also be relocated to 

areas of retained habitat within the Development Footprint. Relocation to areas outside of the 

Development Footprint will require approval. 

It is expected that most stockpiled mulch and larger, felled timber will be utilised for progressive 

rehabilitation of Temporary Disturbance Areas, when no longer required for construction. Excess materials 

will be managed via onsite controlled burning or (if required) offsite-disposal (as described in Section 4.2. 

Further detail regarding the erosion and sediment controls to be implemented when using mulch and logs 

for the purposes of site stabilisation is described in the ESCP (WRM, 2025). For revegetation areas, use of 

retained and/or stockpiled vegetative materials are described in the PRP (Umwelt, 2025c), and includes: 

• Mixing of mulch with topsoil, or direct application to the surface, to retain soil moisture, provide 

nutrients and enhance vegetation establishment and growth (in doing this, care should be taken not to 

suppress germination of any conserved seedbank or seed that is applied). 

• Addition of mulch as a bulking agent for hydraulic application of seed (e.g. hydro-seeding). 

• Addition of mulch in a doughnut shape around planted tubestock (if required). 

• Utilisation of large logs and hollow-bearing timber for habitat enhancement, including mounting for 

glider poles. 

It is expected that Project specific measures for revegetation and utilisation of vegetative materials will be 

further developed in the RMP, in consultation with the landholder, and considering any potential 

biosecurity concerns. 

Prior to disturbance of stockpiles, monitoring will be conducted as described in Section 5.0. In addition, 

potential interactions with sheltering fauna will be managed in accordance with the VFMP (Umwelt, 

2025a). 
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