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DIANE 
DEMETRE

Keynote Speaker & High-Energy Activator | Creator of Activate WOW!

Diane Demetre is Australia’s only multi-award-winning entrepreneur, entertainer, and keynote 
speaker renowned for crafting immersive, world-class experiences that linger long after the lights 
go down. 

As the powerhouse behind Activate WOW!, she collaborates with dynamic organisations who are 
invested in elevating their leaders, energising their teams, and turning ordinary conferences into 
extraordinary moments of momentum.

With over four decades of excellence across the worlds of entertainment, entrepreneurship, 
and executive leadership, Diane blends the precision of business intelligence with the magic 
of performance. From directing and choreographing multi-million-dollar stage productions to 
building multi-award-winning ISO-accredited enterprises and luxury resorts, her expertise is both 
expansive and exacting.

Celebrated as the Most Empowering Leadership & Mindset Speaker in 2024 and 2025, recognised 
as the Best Corporate Conference Experience Provider 2025, and honoured with an International 
Women’s Day Leadership Award, Diane delivers high impact experiences and transformational 
keynotes that elevate engagement, amplify culture, and activate lasting change. Whether she’s 
orchestrating a corporate flash mob or delivering a standing ovation-worthy keynote, Diane 
doesn’t just command the room — she activates it.

These accolades further solidify her status as a powerhouse of educated insight, a guiding 
force capable of igniting transformation within individuals and organisations alike.

With a remarkable career spanning over 40 years, Diane has left an indelible mark in the 
realms of entrepreneurship, education, and entertainment, becoming a living testament to 
the transformative power of mindset, energy, and skills mastery that she espouses.

Bridging the Great Generational Divide 

Leadership | Business | Sales | Productivity | Workplace Culture
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RALIA

WORKPLACE CULTURE

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

DIANE 
DEMETRENotes
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DIGITAL 

PIETER 
GELDENHUYS

Pieter Geldenhuys is used as a futurist and strategist on the global stage by some of the world’s 
leading business schools, such as the London Business School, Cornell, and Duke. He was Vice-
Chair of the Innovation Focus Group at the International Telecommunication Union in Geneva, 
Switzerland, and is currently serving on the National Advisory Council on Innovation’s Artificial 
Intelligence working group, aimed at guiding government policy.
 
As a seasoned public speaker, Geldenhuys has delivered over 2,500 public talks and made over 
1,500 radio appearances in more than 25 countries. He is also the author of “Headlines from the 
Future.”
 
Pieter is the Founder and Director of the Institute for Technology Strategy and Innovation (ITSI) 
and a Research Associate at the DaVinci Business School. Over the past 20 years, he and his 
team have successfully guided over 5,000 students and more than 150 innovation projects within 
major technology companies in India, the Middle East, and Africa.

Headlines from the Future 

Innovation Expert | Strategist | Futurist 

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

PIETER 
GELDENHUYSNotes
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CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE

CLAIRE 
BOSCQ

Claire Boscq is an internationally acclaimed keynote speaker, ranked the No.1 Woman in Customer 
Experience by the Global Gurus list. With over 30 years of experience across four continents, 
Claire has become a sought-after expert in transforming business culture through exceptional 
Customer eXperience.

Founder of the Jersey Customer eXperience Alliance and creator of the innovative BizShui™ 
Method, Claire uniquely blends the principles of Feng Shui with modern CX strategies—energising 
people, harmonising workspaces, and igniting performance. Her mission: to help organisations 
create environments where teams feel happy, valued, and proud of the difference they make.

A bilingual speaker (English & French), Claire has delivered captivating keynotes in over 30 
countries, inspiring audiences with her blend of expertise, humour, and heart. She is the author 
of four books, including two bestsellers, and a passionate advocate for building cultures rooted 
in Trust, Engagement, and Care.

Event organisers choose Claire for her global perspective, infectious energy, and ability to leave 
audiences not just informed—but inspired to take action.

Facing Our Fears Through the Customer 
Mirror in the Experience Revolution

Customer Experience | Employee Experience | Engagement | Wellness

JE
RSEY 

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

CLAIRE 
BOSCQNotes
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BERNADETTE 
MCCLELLAND

Bernadette McClelland is a globally acclaimed Sales Leadership Futurist, keynote speaker, and 
creator of the Sales Leader of Influence™ Method—a transformative approach blending commercial 
strategy with human-centered storytelling to spark real business momentum.

Named one of the Top 50 Sales Speakers Worldwide by Top Sales World and a contributor to the 
Harvard Business Review, Bernadette brings unmatched insight into how today’s leaders can shift 
outdated performance mindsets and lead with clarity, conviction, and true influence.

Her journey—from bankruptcy in Australia to coaching inside U.S. boardrooms and prisons—gives 
her message unmatched authenticity. Recognized in the top 1% of her field globally and awarded 
the prestigious EB-1 Green Card, she helps Fortune-level firms and global CEO networks drive 
revenue through meaningful human connection.

If you’re a conference organizer seeking a speaker who merges bold commercial acumen with 
authentic inspiration, Bernadette McClelland delivers powerful keynotes that move minds—and 
markets

What’s Next? What Now and What If?: 
What Every Business Must Unlearn About 
Money, Message and Metrics

Sales | Leadership | Business Transformation | Resilience | Entrepreneur 

1. Beyond The Numbers™ 
The clarity your sales organisation didn’t know it needed.

2. StorySelling: The Language of Influence™
If you want to shift the sale, you’ve got to shift the story.

3. Leading With Deliberate Disruption™
Reinvent yourself before the market does.

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

BERNADETTE 
MCCLELLANDNotes
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BUSINESS TRANSFORMATION

FREDERICK 
AFRIFA

Frederick Afrifa is a globally recognized speaker, TEDx public speaking coach, communication 
consultant, and co-founder of Believe In Greatness, a leading public speaking and communication 
training company. With over a decade of experience, Frederick has helped individuals and 
organizations refine their communication, develop authentic leadership, and deliver compelling 
messages. His expertise spans various sectors, making him a trusted consultant for top-tier 
companies and government institutions.

Frederick’s journey into public speaking began with his work in TEDx events, where he collaborated 
closely with organizers to coach speakers in delivering impactful talks. He has guided numerous 
TEDx speakers, helping them craft memorable narratives and connect with audiences in powerful 
ways. His coaching has enabled speakers to clarify their ideas and deliver presentations that 
resonate long after the event. This experience helped Frederick build a reputation as an expert in 
communication, leading to collaborations with high-profile clients worldwide.

As co-founder of Believe In Greatness, Frederick has led the company to become a premier 
destination for professionals seeking to overcome public speaking fears and enhance their 
communication skills. The BBC has recognized Believe In Greatness as the leading public speaking 
training organization in the UK. Under Frederick’s leadership, thousands of professionals have 
improved their public speaking abilities, including executives, business leaders, and emerging 
talent. Frederick’s coaching philosophy emphasizes authenticity over perfection. He rejects the 
“fake it till you make it” mentality, instead encouraging individuals to embrace their imperfections. 

This approach helps clients communicate more genuinely and confidently, ultimately enhancing 
their ability to connect with audiences and deliver impactful messages.

Frederick’s influence extends beyond individuals to organizations, universities, and government 
bodies. His ability to simplify intricate concepts and turn them into persuasive messages has 
made him a sought-after coach for leaders aiming to influence policy or advocate for change.

The Last Human Edge: How to Survive the 
AI Revolution and Command Attention for 
Business Growth 

Wellness | Leadership | Employee Engagement
AI | British TV Personality 

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

FREDERICK 
AFRIFANotes



11 | USBI - Future Unscripted

SO
U

TH
 A

FRICA

EMPLOYEE ENGAGEMENT

STEF 
DU PLESSIS

As one of the only speakers in the world to have earned every award and accreditation available 
in professional speaking, there is no question about his ability to capture and hold an audience. 
Given his authentic and authoritative – yet reassuringly casual – style, always with a touch of just 
the right humour, he has a proven capacity to influence individuals to do more, be more and have 
more – at home, work and play.

What really distinguishes him as a transformation catalyst though is a remarkable reservoir of 
personal experience, backed by a solid academic underscore – a combination that enables him 
to actually show people how to implement meaningful and lasting change, beyond which he also 
provides the tools with which to sustain personal transformation.

Clients everywhere agree working with Stef gives them a competitive advantage – to the obvious 
fiscal benefit of the organisation – through the mobilisation of a positively engaged workforce 
of empowered people who do what they say they are going to do, in an environment where 
everyone’s contribution counts and where work is considered to be worthwhile. The compound 
effect of this is perhaps best described by former South African President, Thabo Mbeki, who – 
after attending one of his programmes – said that:

“Stef’s work has nation-building potential”.

Ranked by the Dubai-based Institute for International Research as “one of the world’s leading 
practitioners” in his field, he grows people who get results, and he helps organisations to create 
winning workplace cultures. He has successfully delivered more than 3,500 assignments, ranging 
from one-hour presentations at premiere events, through to enterprise-wide culture-by-design 
interventions (powered by the one-of-a-kind UGRs concept) for some of the most successful 
brands on earth.

Stef has been speaking internationally for the past two decades on topics that make change 
permanent, drive performance and boost results, like: employee engagement through self-
mastery and motivation; authentic leadership; trust-based teamwork; and the “nuts ‘n bolts” of 
how to manage workplace culture.

Change is Inevitable. 
Engagement is a Choice 

Transformation | Sale | MC

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

STEF 
DU PLESSISNotes
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W
ALES

SEAN 
CONWAY

The only person on the planet with the Endurance Grand Slam. 
 
Sean Conway’s journey has been marked by extraordinary achievements, including completing 
105 Ironmans in 105 days, becoming the first person to swim the length of Britain, and setting 
multiple world records in endurance sports.
 
Through his motivational speaking engagements, he share the lessons he’s learned from these 
feats. From overcoming adversity to the importance of teamwork and resilience,  Sean crafts 
compelling narratives that empower companies and individuals to achieve their ‘impossible.’ 
His philosophy of marginal gains and building strong foundations before taking the next leap 
resonates with audiences worldwide.
 
Sean has been honoured to speak for leading organisations like Google, Microsoft, Dell, TEDx, 
Sky Media, M&S, and ITV, delivering keynotes that inspire action and innovation. His storytelling 
extends to eight published books and three documentaries on Amazon Prime, where he captures 
the essence of chasing dreams with tenacity and perseverance.
  
Sean believes in harnessing both mental and physical strength, equipping yourself with tools 
to adapt, and embracing teamwork to achieve the extraordinary. As he continues to challenge 
himself and set new benchmarks, his mission is to inspire others to push their own limits and 
unlock their full potential.

It’s Never Impossible if . . .

Leadership | Inspiration | Motivation | Resilience

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
INSPIRATION & MOTIVATION
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

SEAN 
CONWAYNotes



15 | USBI - Future Unscripted



USBI - Future Unscripted | 16

https://www.multi-media.co.za/


17 | USBI - Future Unscripted

SO
U

TH
 A

FRICA

WELLNESS

DR SAMKE 
NGCOBO 

I am Dr Samke J Ngcobo, a Medical Doctor who is living with Bipolar Disorder Type 1 since the 
tender age of 14years old.

I am passionate about mental health advocacy and about the development of an empathetic and 
compassionate understanding about the lives of those who struggle with their mental health. I 
believe that the best advocate about mental illnesses is the individual who is living with it and 
experiencing it firsthand.

I am the author of a book called ‘Reflections Of a Convoluted Mind- A Journey With My Mental 
Illness’ which has garnered an overwhelming positive response from people who are living with 
mental illness, those who support them and individuals who seek to understand people who live 
with mental illnesses.

I am an experienced keynote speaker who engages with the corporate community and community 
at large about mental health psycho-education through Vocal Mentality (Pty) Ltd. 

I am an experienced keynote speaker who engages with the corporate community and community 
at large about mental health psycho-education through Vocal Mentality (Pty) Ltd.

I am the founder of Sisters For Mental Health (www.sistersformentalhealth.co.za) which is an 
initiative that is focused on creating a safe environment to engage about mental health struggles 
and to collaborate with other organisations which advocate for mental health. The organisation 
seeks to serve as an outreach resource for communities which are in need of understanding 
mental health.

Welcome to this exciting platform which represents various facets and expressions of my love for 
mental health!

From Surviving to Thriving 

Wellness | Mental Health Advocate  

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

DR SAMKE 
NGCOBO Notes
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LEADERSHIP

RAEL 
BRICKER

From 6,000 feet underground in a South African gold mine to the boardrooms of global business, 
Rael Bricker has turned every twist of his entrepreneurial journey into a lesson in excellence. Over 
more than three decades, he has built and led ventures across education, finance, mining, and 
venture capital—blending an engineer’s precision, a strategist’s vision, and a storyteller’s heart. 
As founder of The Excellence Project, Rael inspires audiences worldwide to see optimism as 
a strategic advantage. His core message: excellence isn’t an outcome—it’s a mindset. Through 
his keynotes and workshops, he helps leaders align culture with strategy, embrace change, and 
take deliberate steps toward extraordinary results. Rael’s diverse career includes founding an 
education business with 4,000 students and a financial services group that settled over $3 billion 
in loans. A life-threatening health scare in 2013 gave him a renewed mission—to live with purpose 
and help others do the same .Holding an MBA and MSc in Software Engineering, Rael is a Certified 
Speaking Professional (CSP), Fellow of the MFAA, and Member of the AICD. 

He’s also the author of Dive In – Lessons Learnt Since Business School and host of The Excellence 
Podcast, featuring interviews with leaders from 25 countries.Authentic, insightful, and action-
driven, Rael doesn’t just inspire—he empowers people to achieve excellence every day.

Harnessing Optimism: The Leadership 
Advantage You Can’t Afford to Miss

Leadership| Innovation |Digital | Employee Engagement 
Business Transformation | Inspiration and Reliance | Finance

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

RAEL 
BRICKERNotes
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INSPIRATION & MOTIVATION

PETER 
VAN KETS

Peter van Kets is one of the world’s top extreme adventurers who shares the valuable lessons 
he’s learnt on his epic expeditions as an international keynote and inspirational speaker. He has 
become a global motivational personality known as an authentic expert around resilience and the 
ability to persevere in a turbulent and harsh economy. Peter has worked with major corporations 
across Africa, Europe, the Middle East, China and the USA. Taking the lessons learnt from his 
expeditions, he inspires audiences with stories about survival, courage, perseverance, passion, 
loneliness, tenacity, grit, amazing teamwork and the will to win. His presentations take audiences 
on powerful, life-altering journeys, changing the way they think about themselves and their 
businesses. 

A passionate conservationist and published author of two books, Peter teaches people to seek 
out the extraordinary in every venture, which demands clear vision, dynamic strategy, precise 
planning and preparation, absolute honesty and integrity, uprightness of character and self-
discipline. Accustomed to standing ovations after presentations, this humble, engaging, ever-
reliable speaker is a favourite on the speaking circuit, both locally and internationally. 

If anyone is equipped to share lessons on what it means to overcome adversity and persevere 
against the odds, it is Peter. Few people have endured the harsh realities of nature that he has, and 
triumphed. His inspirational keynotes, supported by thrilling images and videos of his expeditions, 
present real-life stories of grit and survival - ideal for today’s corporate audiences. 

Peter has a way of pushing people out of their comfort zones and demonstrating how vision, 
passion and self-discipline can drive excellence. One of his core messages is Sir Edmund Hillary’s 
– it is not the mountain we conquer, but ourselves. In the business world, everyone is immersed 
in a real-life drama, says Peter – and his aim is to change the way people think about themselves 
and their circumstances. Calling himself a ‘normal guy’ who happens to do exceptional things. 
Peter leads employees and teams towards using planning, strategy, conflict management, trust 
and other skills to get the most out of their lives. 

FUTURE FIT - Explorer Mindset

Motivation | Sales | Wellness | Mindset

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

PETER 
VAN KETSNotes
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INNOVATION

PIERRE 
DU PLESSIS

Pierre is an internationally renowned speaker, strategist, and author with over two decades of 
experience helping leaders and organisations navigate complexity and change. As the founder 
of Be Brave, he partners with global brands—from multinationals to scale-ups—to co-create 
transformative strategies that drive growth and innovation.

A four-time TEDx speaker, Pierre has delivered keynotes for clients such as BMW, Yum!, FNB, 
Allan Gray, KFC, and Tencent, blending strategy, psychology, and storytelling to inspire brave 
leadership and meaningful action. An award-winning author of four books, including Train Naked: 
A Guide to a Meaningful Life and Work That Matters, Pierre explores how strategy and humanity 
intersect to shape better leaders and workplaces.

With a Master’s in Systematic Theology (cum laude) and research focused on loneliness and 
belonging, Pierre brings a rare human-centric perspective to his work. Based in Cape Town, he 
lives with his wife and two children and balances his love for reading with time in the gym—or 
the occasional doom scroll.

Chaos is a Gift

Leadership �| Innovation �| Business Transformation �| Finance
Strategy �| Managing Change & Disruption

SHOWCASE TOPIC:

SO
U

TH
 A

FRICA



USBI - Future Unscripted | 24

SO
U

TH
 A

FRICA

1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

PIERRE 
DU PLESSISNotes
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JEN 
BUCK

Today’s audiences expect more than information—they crave meaning, connection, and 
experiences they’ll never forget. With attention spans shrinking and competition for engagement 
at an all-time high, the margin for “forgettable” has completely vanished. In this dynamic, high-
energy keynote, Jen Buck reveals how to cut through the noise and deliver impact that resonates 
on every level. Blending brain-based strategies, powerful storytelling, and interactive experiences, 
Jen shows event professionals how to electrify clients and audiences, transform ordinary moments 
into extraordinary ones, and create experiences that echo long after the lights go down.

Drawing from 27 years of experience with Fortune 500 companies, associations, and global 
brands, Jen shares the science behind what makes an experience stick—and the practical tools to 
make it happen. She unpacks how emotion acts as a highlighter in the brain, why novelty drives 
memory, and how to design moments that audiences replay long after the event is over. With her 
signature mix of energy, humor, and unforgettable engagement (yes—even singing and dancing 
on stage!), Jen gives audiences more than just ideas — she delivers an experience in real time.

Inspiration | Leadership | Workplace Culture | Motivation | ESG 
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SHOWCASE TOPIC:
LEADERSHIP

The Impact Imperative

•	 2024 Top 100 Speakers To Watch, Motivator Music
•	 3X Bestselling Author
•	 8 Published Books
•	 Rookie of the Year, National Seminars Group
•	 8 Certified Master Trainer (CMT) Certifications
•	 3 Certified Professional Coach (CPC) Certifications
•	 TV & Podcast Host 
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

JEN 
BUCKNotes



27 | USBI - Future Unscripted

DIGITAL DISRUPTION

ABDULLAH 
VERACHIA 

Abdullah serves as the CEO of The Strategists where he plays an active role in assisting companies 
and organisations craft competitive future strategies. He has significant expertise in strategy, 
competitiveness and sector trends and facilitates a number of high level strategy sessions and 
breakaways for companies and governments and also speaks globally in this area. He led the 
team that crafted the 2017 - 2030 Gauteng Economic Development Strategy with the Premier 
and Executive Council. He also led the 2017 Mauritius Competitiveness foresight strategy, He also 
plays a lead role on the Oxford University and Gates Foundation programme on South Africa in 
a Digital Age.

Having presented and consulted in over 60 cities globally Abdullah has been recognised as a 
leading speaker, disruptor, strategist and thought leader on competitiveness and the interplay 
between strategy and disruptive innovation. His experience make him a sought after global 
speaker in these areas. In December 2017 Abdullah received a standing ovation at the acclaimed 
TEDx Euston in London. Abdullah was also asked to be the keynote speaker at the 2018 World 
Speech Day. Abdullah has built a number of disruptive and truly innovative companies. He is 
thus able to fuse experience, insight, strategy and expertise into a beautiful tapestry that has 
relevance and application to companies and organisations around the world.

He has led strategy, innovation and consulting assignments in an array of sectors including 
banking, mining, finance, asset management, construction, insurance, legal, audit, FMCG, telecoms, 
retail and automotive. Abdullah and his team have consulted and guided more than 200 global 
multinationals firms (listed and non-listed) to build disruptive, ambidextrous organisations, with 
a focus on building success in the now and the next. 

Disruption Doesn’t Knock

Digital �| Innovation �| Business Transformation �| Employee Engagement

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

ABDULLAH 
VERACHIA Notes
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DISRUPTION

NIKKI 
BUSH 

Nikki Bush, Human Potential Expert, is a multi-award-winning speaker and five times best-selling 
author. In a world full of confusing opinions and choices, she has the knack of making sense of 
challenging topics, cutting through the overwhelm to get to the point. 

In her trademark style she leaves her audiences with memorable sound bites and practical 
frameworks which can be put to use immediately. Connection is at the heart of everything she 
does.

Nikki helps her clients to ditch complex management theory and speak human to shift the bottom 
line, retain key staff and build strong teams and relationships. Her corporate clients often refer to 
her as the ‘Talent Whisperer’ and they talk about the lasting ‘Nikki Effect’. 

Nikki is the only woman to have been inducted into both the Speaker Hall of Fame AND the 
Educator Hall of Fame by the Professional Speakers Association of Southern Africa. She has also 
been recognised by the Ford Motor Company as a Woman with Drive. She is one of only 700 
speakers in the world to have received the Certified Speaking Professional designation from the 
National Speakers Association in the USA.

Nikki has written five best-selling books including her latest Future-proof Yourself, published in 
2021 by Penguin Random House. It’s about dancing with disruption and change of any kind and 
was written for such a time as this.

Nikki is a much loved and respected thought leader having fielded over 4 500 media interviews 
and counting. You may have seen or heard her on her weekly slots on radio and television.

Reframing Disruption

Disruptor | High-touch leadership | Team Ignition
Women’s Empowerment | Self-leadership

SHOWCASE TOPIC:



USBI - Future Unscripted | 30

SO
U

TH
 A

FRICA

1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

NIKKI 
BUSH Notes



31 | USBI - Future Unscripted



USBI - Future Unscripted | 32

https://vodacomworldbookings.vodacom.co.za/


33 | USBI - Future Unscripted

SO
U

TH
 A

FRICA

INSPIRATION & MOTIVATION

CARINA 
BRUWER 

Carina Bruwer is one of Africa’s most decorated female open water marathon swimmers, an 
internationally renowned musician, a successful entrepreneur, and a mother of three. Known for 
boldly venturing where most do not, whether in the ocean, business, or life, Carina inspires and 
motivates audiences through her incredible stories of courage, transformation, and altruism.

Carina’s extensive ultra marathon swimming resume includes crossing the 36 km English Channel, 
the Gibraltar Straits, False Bay, Nelson Mandela Bay, Walker Bay, Bonifacio Straits, Messina Straits, 
Triple Country (France - Monaco - Italy), Robben Island, and dozens more, with most of her swims 
being firsts and/or record-breaking feats.  Ranked as one of the World Open Water Swimming 
Association’s “Top50 Most Daring, Courageous and Audacious” open water swimmers globally, 
Carina founded Swim For Hope in 2014. The initiative aims to raise funds and awareness for 
South African organizations she supports through her swimming challenges, having raised over 
R1 million since its inception, along with millions more in media value.

Carina’s music career has been equally trailblazing. Balancing precision with rule-breaking, she 
developed a new style of performance that revolutionized instrumental music in South Africa and 
beyond. Her innovative approach has taken her across the globe, performing on international 
stages and with global icons. In the entrepreneurial realm, she has founded several successful 
businesses, each becoming a pillar in its respective industry.

As a powerful and engaging motivational speaker, Carina captivates diverse audiences worldwide 
with her tales of resilience, overcoming adversity, and reaching beyond one’s limits to achieve 
personal greatness. Her talks cover themes such as goal setting, leadership, teamwork, and 
personal development, tailored to resonate with each audience. Drawing from her experiences 
as an ultra marathon swimmer, musician, entrepreneur, and mother, Carina delivers impactful 
keynote speeches and motivational talks to corporate teams, educational institutions, nonprofit 
organizations, and community groups. Clients include top South African and international 
companies and organisations including Momentum, YPO, PPS, Woolworths, BestMed, NinetyOne 
and Provenance along with many local universities, educational institutions, and non profits.

With her unique blend of passion, authenticity, and humor, she inspires individuals and teams to 
push beyond perceived limitations, embrace change, and strive for excellence in all aspects of life.

The Art of Turning The Tide

Inspiration | Motivation

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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DIGITAL

BRONWYN 
RUTH WILLIAMS

Bronwyn Williams is a polymath who will challenge your assumptions about the present and the 
future. She is a Futurist, Economist and Business Trends Analyst.

She has over a decade’s worth of experience in strategic management, trend research and strategic 
foresight. She has consulted for clients in public and private sectors across the world.

Part economist, part strategist, Bronwyn’s particular areas of expertise include fintech trends, 
alternative economic models, and sustainable futures design.

She co-authored The Future Starts Now published by Bloomsbury UK and Rescuing our Republic, a 
thought-provoking book with interviews from a diverse group of public intellectuals, business leaders 
and political mavericks discussing tangible ways South Africa can rescue itself from itself. She’s a 
columnist for leading business and technology publications and is a sought-after media commentator 
on future trends and economic trajectories for network channels, including CNBC Africa and eNCA in 
South Africa.

Bronwyn has delivered hundreds of keynotes to audiences across dozens of countries. Her top 
speaking topics centre around “futurenomics,” that is, the future trajectory and potential of the social 
and political economic forces that shape our world and how we connect and trade with each other.

Secondary speaking topics include consumer trends, generational cycles, macro and microeconomic 
forecasts, PPE (politics, philosophy and economics), change management, foresight strategy and 
techniques, and risk management.

Bronwyn’s educational credentials include tertiary qualifications in Marketing Management (University 
of Johannesburg), Economics (University of London), Foresight (University of Manchester), and Future 
Studies (University of Stellenbosch) and Masters in Applied Economics from the University of Bath.

She is a partner at Flux Trends and an associate at Futurist.com. Bronwyn’s research focuses on how 
macroeconomic trends and emerging technologies will impact businesses, industries, and nations in 
the short and long term.

The clients that she has worked with include Top 40 JSE-listed companies, the South African Reserve 
Bank, the Dubai Future Forum, various African government departments, and global business leaders. 
She also guest lectures at leading business schools, such as Duke, GIBS, Parsons New School of 
Design, UCT and the University of Johannesburg. She is a member of the Association of Professional 
Futurists, a volunteer with the Millennium Project and an advisor at the Lifeboat Foundation and a 
Futures Fellow with the UNDP.

Survive the AI Apocalypse

Leadership | Economy | Futurism

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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BUSINESS TRANSFORMATION

KIM 
CALVERT 

Kim Calvert is the CEO and Founder of Dynamite Lifestyle Ltd. She is a global expert in high performance, 
both on a personal and professional development level. As a success mentor and international speaker, 
Kim devotes her life to helping others ‘waken up,’ one thought at a time, and live fulfilled, enriched lives.

With a background in psychiatric nursing, Kim realised she wanted to make a global impact by focusing 
on the root cause of results—the mind. With just £4.20 in her pocket, she left her nursing career at age 
28 to work alongside her mentor, Bob Proctor, for 7 years. A master thinker and leader in the personal 
development industry, it was here Kim learned to think into her results, achieving numerous awards and 
turning £4.20 into what is now an 8-figure empire.

As a global human performance expert, Kim works closely with her clients to help them achieve their 
personal and professional goals. She believes success is the progressive realisation of a worthy ideal—
something that applies to your career, relationships, health, and well-being.

Kim and her team at Dynamite Lifestyle use a scientifically proven, step-by-step process to reprogram 
the mind in alignment with a person’s vision of success. By building positive habits and removing 
limiting beliefs, they help close the gap between what people know and what they actually do—boosting 
productivity, focus, and effectiveness. This process also supports clients in stepping into their leadership 
potential and understanding the psychology behind influence and sales.

At the heart of Dynamite Lifestyle’s success are three core values: Love, Transparency, and Integrity.

As a fully certified Consultant with the Proctor Gallagher Institute, Kim quickly rose to become the 
organisation’s top Consultant, earning the highest level of recognition—Executive Diamond and Pillar of 
PGI—and worked closely with the late Bob Proctor himself.

Kim’s desire to help others succeed is unwavering, and her clients’ remarkable results reflect this 
commitment. She believes that to be a great mentor, one must first be a dedicated student—something 
she models daily through her ongoing commitment to personal and professional growth. This integrity 
allows her to share real-world insights and feedback that support continual learning and transformation.

Over the years, Kim has gained specialised knowledge in mindset, leadership, and business, and she 
openly shares this expertise with anyone ready to grow. She has also created and led multiple thriving 
businesses beyond Dynamite Lifestyle, driven by her deep passion for changing lives.

The true source of Kim’s success is her relentless belief in people, her deep purpose, and her unwavering 
dedication to making a meaningful impact in the world.

Unscripted to Understand: 
Where Science Meets Success

SHOWCASE TOPIC:

Leadership | High Performance Mentor
Sales and Leadership Training |  Business Transformation

U
N

IT
E

D
 K

IN

GDOM



USBI - Future Unscripted | 38

1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

KIM 
CALVERT Notes

U
N

IT
E

D
 K

IN

GDOM



39 | USBI - Future Unscripted

SO
U

TH
 A

FRICA

ENTREPRENEURSHIP - FRESH YOUNG MINDS

ZUKO 
TISANI

A Journey of Innovation and Leadership After closing his travel business that enabled startups to 
showcase at global conferences, Zuko Tisani was honored as a member of the Forbes 30 Under 
30 list. 

He launched Legazy Conferencing in 2015, raising $1million USD to host a global conference in 
South Africa. This initiative supported 196 startups by connecting them to various technology 
conferences worldwide. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, he partnered with BlackCoffee and Nelson Makamo to raise R2 
million for small businesses to navigate through challenging times. 

In 2021, Zuko founded Khiosk, an e-commerce platform that allows consumers to shop directly 
from the videos they watch, providing an effortless way for individuals and retailers to earn 
money online. 

He places great value on sharing knowledge and meticulously documents the exchange of 
information. Zuko has recorded a series of conversations with some of South Africa’s most 
prominent business leaders, including Saki Macozoma, Mcebisi Jonas, and Bonang Mohale, 
discussing what it takes to successfully achieve one’s vision. He has expanded this series, titled 
*Finding Formidable*, to include discussions with emerging leaders such as Aisha Pando, founder 
of Sweep South; Rama Afullo, a former Tesla and SpaceX employee; and Melvyn Lubega, founder 
of the unicorn company Go1. 

As he closes out his own global funding round by raising capital in San Francisco, Zuko continues 
to inspire and lead the next generation of entrepreneurs in South Africa. Zuko speaks on the 
impact of A.I and how to adopt for relevance and what human skills remain core in this imminent 
revolution. Zuko has spoken at Dell, Vodacom, Investec, Unilever at a leadership level and continues 
to impart practical strategy in innovation.

Innovation Strategy: Practical Frameworks 
For Building Future-Ready Businesses

Innovation | Leadership | Digital | Brand and Marketing | Sales
Strategy | Customer Experience | Entrepreneur

SHOWCASE TOPIC:



USBI - Future Unscripted | 40

SO
U

TH
 A

FRICA

1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

ZUKO 
TISANINotes



41 | USBI - Future Unscripted

BUSINESS TRANSFORMATION

PAMELA 
ROBINSON

Pamela is a global mover and shaker who has led five 5 star hotels across continents, bringing 
excellence, innovation, and vision to every leadership role she has held. A dynamic leader who 
inspires with resilience, she is passionate about transformation and meaningful change. Her 
powerful strategies turn zero income into thriving, profitable enterprises, demonstrating her 
ability to transform vision into reality and unlock potential where others see limitations.

With a career spanning diverse cultures and markets, Pamela has cultivated a reputation for 
driving sustainable growth, building high performing teams, and leading organizations through 
periods of change with confidence and clarity. She believes that true leadership requires not 
only strategic acumen but also empathy, adaptability, and the courage to embrace challenges as 
opportunities.

Pamela is also the author of Leading with a Heart, an insightful ebook that explores authentic 
leadership and the importance of resilience and empathy in today’s corporate world. Through 
her writing and speaking engagements, she continues to inspire executives, professionals, and 
organizations to lead with purpose, embrace transformation, and create meaningful impact.

Her guiding philosophy, Making the Impossible Possible  reflects her unwavering belief in resilience, 
vision, and the power of leadership to turn challenges into triumphs.

From Fear to Forward: 
Reframing Uncertainty for Growth

Leadership | Wellness | Innovation | Inclusion and Diversity | Employee Engagement
Business Transformation | Brand Innovation | Entrepreneur | MC and Facilitation

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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LEADERSHIP

SARAY
KHUMALO

A national hero and a recipient of the Order of Ikhamanga—the highest honor bestowed upon a South 
African citizen—Saray Khumalo is the first Black African woman to summit Mount Everest. This historic 
climb is a powerful testament to her extraordinary resilience and determination. She is a woman who 
has not only stood on the roof of the world but also operates at the pinnacle of business, translating 
the extreme challenges of high-altitude mountaineering into a powerful, actionable framework for 
corporate and personal success.

Her journey is one of relentless pursuit and profound strategic planning. After a decade of attempts, 
Saray not only summited Everest but also completed the “Seven Summits,” a historic achievement 
that solidifies her place in the annals of exploration. She is also an experienced expedition leader, 
having guided teams to the summit of Kilimanjaro and other iconic peaks in the Himalayas. She is a 
living embodiment of the mindset required to overcome seemingly insurmountable obstacles.

Saray’s leadership philosophy is deeply rooted in the African principle of Ubuntu—”I am because we 
are.” This concept of interconnectedness and community is the driving force behind her foundation, 
Summits With a Purpose, and it underpins her belief that true success is not achieved alone. As an 
author, she has also penned her insights in her book, further expanding her reach and sharing her 
unique perspective on resilience and purpose. She speaks with authority on how a leader’s purpose-
driven vision, when combined with the collective strength of a team, can unlock new possibilities and 
inspire others to achieve their own Everest.

Beyond the mountains, Saray applies this same discipline and strategic thinking to the business world 
with 25 years in corporate South Africa. As an accomplished finance professional and an advisor 
to high-growth organizations like Sekhukhune United F.C., she leverages her unique perspective to 
forge innovative commercial partnerships and drive sustainable growth. She offers practical lessons 
on creating winning game plans, navigating complex commercial landscapes, and turning a brand’s 
mission into a dominant force in any market.

Saray’s keynote talks are more than motivational; they are a masterclass in leadership, strategic 
innovation, and mental fortitude. She offers practical lessons on:

•	 The Power of Resilience: How to build the mental and emotional toughness needed to overcome 
failure.

•	 Ubuntu and Inclusive Leadership: Fostering a culture of shared purpose and collective success.
•	 Strategic Execution: Translating a grand vision into a detailed, executable plan.
•	 Risk Management & Decision Making: Making high-stakes choices under pressure.

Saray Khumalo inspires audiences to view their own personal and professional “Everests” not as 
roadblocks, but as opportunities for growth, innovation, and lasting impact.

Mountains to the Boardroom

Leadership | Motivation

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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INCLUSION & DIVERSITY – FRESH YOUNG MINDS

LONDY 
NGCOBO

A Global Ship Navigator and Africa’s First Female Dredge Master. Londy is passionate about 
unlocking Africa’s ocean economy. With over 15 years of experience in the Maritime industry, her 
background includes Maritime Studies, former ship navigational officer for the largest container 
shipping company - Maersk, Advanced dredging from the Netherlands IHC, an industry-shaking 
role as a former Executive Maritime Compliance Manager for the largest logistics company in 
South Africa, now she is a Chief Executive of Womaritime Experts and Founder of Global Maritime 
Youth, all of which continues to echo her well-known title “The BLACKMERMAID”

This Black Excellence and multi-award-winning woman serves on various boards in the transport 
sector and influential organizations within leadership, women, and youth spheres ensuring 
continuous development of Africa’s transport professions through advocacy, training, and 
awareness as well as strengthening the competitiveness and employment creating potential for 
Africans.

As a leader, mother, and wife herself, Londy’s journey has equipped her with the ability to focus 
on providing sustainable tools for: 
•	 Corporates - to lead diversity and inclusion. 
•	 Women - She dared to dream big and became a ship Captain and therefore dares women to 

thrive and assume captaincy of their lives. 
•	 Youth - Her zest for a colorful life is so contagious the youth gets cultivated to reach for the 

endless horizons. 

As seen on her Forbes Leading Women Africa speech with her piercing phrase “I chose not to 
be Rose from the Titanic, I chose to Captain the Titanic” and through her popular TEDx Talk 
“Anchors Aweigh, No Rest for The First” This Blackmermaid sure is making waves on land.

Claim Your Captaincy

Leadership | Inclusion & Diversity | Customer Experience | Innovation 
Environmental Social Governance | Inspiration | Business Transformation

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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DIGITAL

MUSA 
KALENGA 

Technologist, Strategic Marketer, and Pioneer in Artificial Intelligence for Marketing

Mission:  
Empowering the Digitally Invisible: Harnessing AI and Technology for Growth and Transformation

Musa Kalenga is a visionary entrepreneur, technologist, and global thought leader specializing 
in artificial intelligence in marketing, digital transformation, and brand innovation. As the Group 
CEO of Brave Group and co-founder of Bridge Labs, Musa has spearheaded groundbreaking 
advancements in leveraging AI for marketing, including his work on Artificial General Marketing 
Intelligence (AGMI), a philosophy and framework for blending human creativity with AI-driven 
processes.

With a career that spans leadership roles at Meta (formerly Facebook), Nedbank, and IHOP 
WORLD, Musa has consistently delivered future-ready solutions for businesses ranging from 
small enterprises to multinational corporations. His expertise lies in using cutting-edge AI tools 
to empower marketers and brands to achieve efficiency, scale, and creativity without sacrificing 
authenticity.

Musa is also a published author, faculty member for Duke Corporate Education, and a leading 
voice in the marketing and technology landscape, helping organizations navigate the rapidly 
evolving digital world.

Optimism in the age of AI

SHOWCASE TOPIC:

Impact:
Musa’s presentations demystify artificial intelligence and equip audiences with practical 
strategies to integrate AI into their marketing and business operations. His insights inspire 
organizations to embrace technology as an enabler of creativity and efficiency, empowering 
leaders to stay competitive in an ever-changing world.
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MC 

SIPHIWE 
MOYO 

Siphiwe Moyo is a sought-after and highly- rated International Keynote Speaker, Author and 
Facilitator. A Southern African Speaker Hall of Fame and a Southern African Educator Hall of 
Fame Inductee, Siphiwe is a safe pair of hands for Executives trying to solve people-related issues 
in organizations.

He’s a seasoned HR practitioner and Organizational Behavior specialist. He studies and teaches 
human behavior within a workplace context. He is currently pursuing a doctoral degree in 
Organizational Behavior & Leadership. Siphiwe designed the initial postgraduate module in 
Organizational Behavior offered at Stellenbosch University in South Africa.

He has worked as an Adjunct Faculty member at GIBS, Henley Business School Africa, Wits 
Business School and the Johannesburg Business School. He is the author of four best-selling 
books. As the previous Head of Learning & Development for at least three Johannesburg Stock 
Exchange top 40 listed companies, he is well-versed in conventional in-person and online/remote 
presentations.

Siphiwe was vice president of the Professional Speakers Association of Southern Africa and was 
chairman of the South African Board for People Practices.

Employee Engagement | Inspiration | Leadership | MC & Facilitation

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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MC 

THAMI 
NKADIMENG

Thami Nkadimeng is a celebrated communication strategist, award-winning facilitator and one 
of South Africa’s most sought-after professional MCs. Known for her sharp wit, authenticity and 
commanding stage presence, she has hosted major corporate events, panel discussions, and 
conferences across Africa.

With a background in communications and stakeholder engagement, Thami blends professionalism 
with a relatable, high-energy style that brings audiences together. She is also a respected voice-
over artist and media personality, trusted by top brands for her clarity, versatility, and storytelling 
flair.

Recognised for her ability to hold space with empathy and intelligence, Thami continues to inspire 
audiences with her passion for connection, culture, and impactful communication

MC | Facilitator | Communications

SHOWCASE TOPIC:

Impact & Influence:
•	 Inspiring People with Her Story
•	 Shaping Conversations across Industries
•	 Promoting Humanity + Sustainability + African Voice
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MC 

BONGANI 
DUBE

It’s hard not to laugh at Bongani’s animated facial expressions and stage antics.

Bongani is a multiple Savanah Comics Choice awards nominee and was selected to perform in 
Trevor Noah’s Nationwide Comedy Series.

He is currently touring his debut one-man show, Up n Up, around south Africa.

Bongani is described as one of the freshest, funniest comedy talents to come out of South Africa.

He has performed in several comedy festivals and showcases.

Bongani Dube (Bongani Nkosi) is a South African comedian. He has been performing comedy 
for more than 14 years. He is a multiple Savanah Comics Choice Awards nominee and has been 
nominated for Best Supporting Actor in a TV comedy or sketch series. He was selected to perform 
in Trevor Noah’s Nationwide Comedy Series and is touring his one-man show, Up n Up, around 
South Africa. He is the author of the forthcoming book The Life, Lies, and Laughter of a Comic.

Bongani Dube is the nephew of the famous comedy duo, The Pimps. He grew up with music in his 
home, learning music as he watched them perform. At the age of 12, he began performing music 
in clubs. In 1994, he performed at the first ever African World Cup Final in Italy, singing South 
Africa’s national anthem.

In 1997, he joined the cast of the television comedy, ‘The Lekker Boys’, playing DJ ‘Nkosi’. In 1999, 
he hosted the second annual African MTV Video Awards, which was also broadcast internationally.

He is currently touring his debut one-man show, Up n Up, around south Africa.

Bongani is described as one of the freshest, funniest comedy talents to come out of South Africa.

MC | Comedian

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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THEBE 
IKALAFENG 

Founder, Brand Africa. ‘100 Most Influential Africans.’ FM AdFocus Lifetime Achievement. Pioneer of 
“Africa’s Best Brands and Places” rankings. Visited EVERY African country. Advocate for brand-led 
Pan African renaissance.

Everything Thebe Ikalafeng does is centred around Africa. Having been to every country in the 
continent, building brands across Africa and summitting the highest mountain in Africa and highest 
free-standing in the world, Mt. Kilimanjaro, he lives and believes in the continent’s possibilities. He 
is passionately engaged in inspiring and driving an Africa-focused brand-led agenda that positively 
shapes the continent’s image and competitiveness. He is widely quoted globally as the pre-eminent 
authority on brands in Africa.

He has been recognized by New African Magazine as one of the 100 Most Influential Africans. He 
founded Brand Africa, an inter-generational movement to create a positive image of Africa, celebrate 
its diversity and drive its competitiveness, Brand Africa 100: Africa’s Best Brands, the only pan-African 
research and ranking of brands in Africa, to highlight and promote excellence in building brands in 
Africa; Africa Brand Leadership Academy (ABLA) to ignite and enable Africa-focused global brand 
leadership and VUMA – Africa Creative Festival, a global African initiative to celebrate creative 
excellence inspired by Africa.

Thebe won a lifetime achievement award at the 2021 financial male ad focus awards and regarded 
now as one of the most Influential Africans in that top 100. He is also regularly booked as a speaker 
to share his expert business and branding knowledge, having addressed audiences of thousands and 
various blue-chip organisations. An energising and empowering speaker, Thebe shines a light on the 
possibilities that the developing countries in Africa possess. A highly knowledgeable individual. 

Rooted & Rising: Reclaiming Our Culture 
and Redefining Our Global Influence

Leadership| Branding & Marketing | Sales | Motivation

SHOWCASE TOPIC:

Ikalafeng’s signature topics reflect his passion for thought leadership in Africa and building 
brands and reputations of places, people, products or institutions: 
•	 Customer Experience: The New Competitive Differentiator [Branded Customer Service]
•	 Made In Africa – Inspiration for Design, Brands and Culture
•	 Africa Inside: Building Great Brands and Businesses in Africa
•	 Africa, the Good News: Peace, Prosperity and Unity.
•	 Brand You: For Inspired Performance [Personal Branding]
•	 Brand, the Beloved Country [Nation Branding]
•	 Celebrity Branding: Lights, Camera, Action [Celebrity Branding]
•	 Intellectual Property for African Competitiveness and Wealth Creation
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

THEBE 
IKALAFENG Notes
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LAUGHTER YOGA

TOVÉ 
KANE

Tové Kane is the CEO of Laughter At Work and founder of the Speak & Shine Academy, where 
she supports entrepreneurs in developing powerful communication skills. She is a Professional 
Keynote Speaker, MC, voice artist, published author, and online course creator. As a Laughter Yoga 
Master Trainer and Mindfulness Meditation Teacher, Tové combines mindfulness and laughter-
based techniques to help people manage stress, build confidence, and improve wellbeing.

With over thirty years in radio, she is an award-winning broadcasting professional known for 
her warm, engaging style. Her coaching and workshops—offered online and in person—help 
individuals and teams boost creativity, resolve conflict, and create healthier, more positive work 
and home environments. Tové holds a BA in English and Drama, a Diploma in Mindfulness-Based 
Cognitive Behavioural Therapy, and is a member of Women in Business NI.

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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Communication | Voice Artist | MC | Wellness | Employee Engagement   

•	 She blends science and joy.
•	 She spent over 30 years in radio.
•	 She’s a published author and online course creator.
•	 Her mission is simple: to help people feel lighter, more confident, and more connected  

— through the power of joy and mindful communication.
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

TOVÉ 
KANENotes
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FACILITATOR

TANIA 
IMANI

Tania Imani (nee : Habimana) is a bilingual, award-winning entrepreneur and business news anchor 
of Belgian-Rwandan heritage. Previously, Tania was the lead anchor for CNBC Africa’s flagship 
business and financial markets show, “Closing Bell” from 2021 until 2024.

Before joining CNBC Africa at just 24, Tania spearheaded the expansion of the $350m menswear 
brand, Suitsupply, into Sub-Saharan Africa, establishing its first-ever eCommerce platform 
delivering to 34 African countries. She later co-founded Nonzēro Africa, a pan-African purpose-
driven marketing agency focused on SME development and impact programs in Africa.

In addition to her media work, Tania sits on several advisory boards and mentors aspiring 
entrepreneurs and youth globally. She leverages her deep understanding of economic and 
financial data, digital trends, and business strategy in her energetic talks and as an experienced 
MC/Moderator.
 
To date, Tania has interviewed and led panel discussions with over 400 leaders across 20 countries 
and 3 continents, engaging audiences of over 200,000 in both French and English.

Anchor | Facilitator | MC | Entrepreneur | Brand & Marketing

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:
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SET THE STAGE FOR 
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS

BRING YOUR NEXT EVENT TO LIFE WITH DYNAMIC, 
LIVE-PERFORMANCE AVATARS FROM BRAND AVATAR. 

DESIGNED TO CAPTIVATE IN THE MOMENT  
AND RESONATE LONG AFTER THE EVENT ENDS.

BOOK A DEMO TODAY www.brandavatar.co

Whether it’s a motion-captured DJ commanding the crowd or an interactive co-host guiding the 
experience, every character is designed to spark energy and elevate your audience’s experience.

 Live motion-captured 
performances

 Custom digital 
characters

 Purpose-built  
virtual environments

WHAT MAKES IT WORK

https://eventoptions.co.za/
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UCHE 
OFODILE

Uche Ofodile is an award-winning Chief Executive Officer with more than 15 years of experience 
in C-level roles. Known as a brilliant business strategist and champion of people, she has been the 
driving force behind transformative change in blue-chip multinational companies across Africa. 
Repeatedly, she has revitalized struggling organizations with refreshed strategies and growth 
agendas that serve shareholders, employees, customers, and communities.

Currently, Uche is the CEO of MTN Benin, the country’s #1 telecommunications provider. Under 
her leadership, the company has navigated through increased competition, pricing pressures, 
and regulatory complexities to maintain its market-leading position. Her investment in digital 
innovations and social programs has distinguished MTN Benin as the country’s most forward- 
thinking provider and further accelerated performance.

Prior to joining MTN Benin, Uche oversaw one of the most difficult turnarounds in MTN history as 
CEO of Lonestar Cell MTN in Liberia. With a focus on culture change, regulatory advocacy, and 
innovation, she halted a multi-year history of declining performance and returned the company 
to the #1 market position.

Previously, as CEO of Millicom’s Tigo DRC, Uche rebuilt the business and positioned the company 
for profitable acquisition by Orange. Additional experience includes serving as CMO of Vodafone 
Ghana, building a brand from scratch for the formerly state-owned company to be named Most 
Admired Brand and secure the #2 market position.

Throughout her career, Uche’s focus on creating strong talent ecosystems has been critical to 
building business value. She has repeatedly created platforms that champion women and young 
people, creating unprecedented opportunities for high-potential talent and building strong 
leadership pipelines.

Uche chairs the Board of Directors for both MTN Benin Mobile Money and the MTN Benin 
Foundation and serves on the board for the Council of Benin Private Sector Employers. A two-
time recipient of the Top 100 Women CEOs in Africa award, she serves on the Expert Council 
for Africa Women on Board and volunteers as a mentor for 75 x Elles, a UNICEF partnership 
connecting influential women with girls.

Business Strategist & Champion of People

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
What type of event or audience do you feel this speaker would be best suited for?

3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?

4. �Other Notes:

UCHE 
OFODILENotes
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LARRY 
SOFFER

Larry Soffer is a world-renowned mentalist whose extraordinary talents have captivated audiences 
across the globe. Known for his unique blend of mind-reading, telekinesis, and illusion, Larry has 
established himself as one of the most sought-after performers in his field, delivering unforgettable 
experiences that blur the line between the possible and the impossible.

Larry was born in Cape Town, South Africa, where his fascination with the mysteries of the mind 
began at a young age. Inspired by the legendary magician David Copperfield, Larry pursued his 
passion for magic and mentalism, dedicating himself to mastering the art of mind-reading. His 
natural talent and relentless drive soon set him apart from his peers, and by the time he was a 
teenager, Larry was already performing professionally.

Larry’s career took off when he became the youngest South African magician to be invited to 
perform at the world-renowned Magic Castle in Hollywood and the only one at the time to be 
awarded a membership. This accolade marked the beginning of his rise to international prominence. 
Over the years, Larry has honed his craft, evolving from a magician into a mentalist, where he found 
his true calling. His performances, which seamlessly combine psychological techniques, intuition, 
and showmanship, have been featured on television, radio, and live stages around the world.

Larry’s shows are more than just entertainment—they are a journey into the unknown. His ability 
to read minds, bend metal, and influence thoughts leaves even the most skeptical audiences 
spellbound. 

His interactive performances create personal and engaging experiences, whether for a small group 
of executives or a packed theater.

Larry is not just a performer but also a dedicated philanthropist and a firm believer in positive 
thinking. He often inspires others through motivational talks, emphasizing the limitless potential 
of the human mind. His philosophy is rooted in the belief that what the mind can conceive, it can 
achieve.

Larry Soffer’s journey from a young magician in Cape Town to an internationally acclaimed mentalist 
is a testament to his passion, dedication, and extraordinary talent. His ability to connect with people 
and challenge perceptions makes him a true pioneer in the world of mentalism. As he continues 
to explore the limitless possibilities of the human mind, Larry’s performances will inspire awe and 
admiration worldwide..

Mentalist

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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BOB 
ROITBLAT

For over three decades, Bob Roitblat has been a steadfast innovator and strategist, skillfully 
captaining scores of businesses through the tempestuous tides of entrepreneurship. As a 
seasoned helmsman steering the course of profit and loss, he has weathered the storms of 
financial uncertainty, and navigated companies through every stage of their life cycle, from their 
maiden voyage to their final sunset cruise.

Bob’s extensive experience spans a vast ocean of diverse industries, including high technology, 
distribution, construction, manufacturing, and professional services. His expertise, like a beacon 
guiding sailors through treacherous waters, is also sought by governmental and non-governmental 
agencies, as well as educational institutions.

Throughout his career, Bob has played an instrumental role in crafting innovative business models, 
processes, and product offerings. Adept at navigating the complexities of strategy, scenario 
planning, and implementation, like an experienced yachtsman steering through turbulent seas. 
Additionally, he has orchestrated several impressive turnarounds, skillfully salvaging ventures 
that seemed doomed.

Bob likens the world of business to the realm of yacht racing—his hobby, if you haven’t noticed—
asserting that both require leadership, teamwork, and the capacity for rapid ideation and decision-
making. Drawing on this analogy, he eloquently and insightfully assists clients in reaching their 
destinations, whether the seas are calm or storms are raging.

With an unwavering passion for helping his audiences become victorious, and a wealth of hands-
on experience, Bob serves as an exceptional mentor. He guides audience members in developing 
a goal-oriented mindset and sharpening the competitive skills essential for achieving enduring 
success. Moreover, he helps them become the kind of leaders that others not only respect but 
eagerly follow, like loyal crew members. 

Do you need a skilled navigator to guide your audience through the unpredictable waves of the 
business world? Invite Bob aboard for an unparalleled voyage of transformation and triumph.

Innovation & Disruption

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
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4. �Other Notes:
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STEVE 
TINEO

Steve Alban Tineo, CEO of Assertive Group, is a globally recognised leader, financier, entrepreneur, 
negotiator, and inspirational speaker with over two decades of experience. With a strong 
background in investment banking at Credit Suisse First Boston and HSBC, he has structured 
complex financial deals, resolved critical situations, and guided a dozen companies with a 
combined valuation exceeding USD $500 million.

Renowned as one of Europe’s most skilled negotiators, Steve has conducted hundreds of high-
stakes negotiations with governments, businesses, organisations, and individuals worldwide. He 
provides strategic counsel across diplomacy, finance, sports, and media, and is a cornerstone of 
negotiation and crisis management teams.

A bestselling author of Through the Self and accomplished speaker, Steve captivates audiences 
with his charisma, delivering inspirational talks that empower individuals with practical tools and 
mindset for success. Holding a PhD by experience in Leadership & Strategic Management, a DBA, 
and various international certifications including from Harvard, he combines academic rigor with 
real-world expertise.

Passionate about psychology, psychiatry, and spirituality, Steve is also an experienced diver and 
qualified pilot. He is deeply committed to reducing violence and injustice, supporting children 
and vulnerable communities through his Vision4Peace initiative.

“Steve’s qualities and commitment make him a valuable partner and a tremendous asset to any 
organisation, company, or government, and I recommend him without reservation.” 
Denise Burnet - Former General Manager of the WEF-World Economic Forum

Professional Negotiator & Inspirational Speaker 
Conflict Resolution Expert | Entrepreneur
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SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?
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ExpoGuys offers turnkey solu�ons for exhibi�ons 
which can be tailor-made to suit specific requirements, 
while working closely with clients to ensure objec�ves
are met and budgets considered.   

With a full design service, quick turnaround

�mes, manufacture of the design and on-site 

project-managed build-up services, a complete

end-product is guaranteed. We collaborate

between innova�ve and inspiring design, and

out of the box and pioneering methods of

producing solu�ons.  These can be tailored to

a prac�cal and interna�onally standardized 

system by a well-organized team, as well as

full-on custom designs and everything in-between.   

From pre-site planning to on-site execu�on,

we take this very seriously with plans A, B, C

and D to ensure that everything is as painless

and smooth as it may possibly be, no ma�er

what the day throws at us.  No project is out

of our experience or exper�se.   

ExpoGuys has a big history and even bigger future 
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ExpoGuys directors, John Webb and Pat Cronning
collec�vely have more than 60 years' experience
in this industry.   

We are probably the biggest electrical service provider
for exhibi�ons in South Africa.

We are one of the only exhibi�on companies worldwide
that manufactures our own aluminium system.

Inhouse carpets are available in a variety of colours.

We have a wide range of state-of-the-art furniture to
choose from.  

The expertly run graphics department is the cornerstone
of bringing exhibi�on stands to life. Our widest printer,
prints 3200mm wide with any length possible as required.
   

In addi�on, we run all services on the event, thus, compile and facilitate
all orders required.

Our solu�ons have proven to be func�onal, imagina�ve, and sustainable
for the environment to reduce our carbon footprint.   

INFRASTRUCTURE

OUR EXPERIENCE 

AND DEDICATION 

IS YOUR GUARANTEE

INFRASTRUCTURE
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https://www.expoguys.co.za/


77 | USBI - Future Unscripted

SO
U

TH
 A

FRICA

BRAND AND MARKETING

TIFFANY 
MARKMAN

For 20 years, Tiffany Markman has taught corporate teams and leaders in 16 countries to 
communicate better and future-proof their businesses. She’s worked with 717+ brands in total.
Tiffany is a communication expert:
•	 Communication using AI platforms
•	 Communication, content & copy creativity
•	 Communication with the self (un-installing impostor syndrome)
•	 Communication on social media
•	 Communication to sell (with heart)

Corporate clients seek her out to solve real communication problems: fuzzy brand voices, generic 
messaging, underwhelming content, boring or inaccurate AI output, tired creative ideas…and 
the silent saboteur of impostor syndrome in the workplace. The world’s top companies, public 
sector organizations and conference and convention producers trust Tiffany to deliver energy, 
practicality and impact – whether she’s presenting on stage or virtually.

She is widely known for keynotes, masterclasses and workshops that give attendees knowledge, 
skills and insights they didn’t have before. This is because her talks are practical, fast-paced and 
future-facing: full of how-tos, low on fluff and impossible to forget. They deliver fresh, actionable
techniques that help audiences to shift their thinking and behaviour.

Your Instructions are the Problem

AI | Communication | Social Media | Sales

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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1. �Insight Reflection:  
What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
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3. �Next-Step Consideration:  
What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
(keynote, workshop, MC, panel, etc.)?
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ECONOMY

DANIEL 
SILKE

Daniel Silke is a highly respected political economist, global strategist, and thought leader 
specialising in geopolitics, political risk, and future-focused economic analysis. He advises senior 
leaders in government, multinational corporations, financial institutions, and industry bodies on 
how global political and economic shifts impact strategy, investment, and growth.

With deep expertise in emerging markets, global power dynamics, and risk forecasting, Daniel is 
known for his ability to translate complex global trends into clear, actionable insights. His keynote 
presentations unpack the forces shaping the world economy — from geopolitical realignments and 
energy security to demographic change, technology disruption, and the future of globalisation —
helping organisations prepare for what lies ahead.

Daniel is a regular commentator across local and international media platforms and is the author 
of multiple books on global political and economic change. Engaging, analytical, and pragmatic, 
he equips audiences with the tools and frameworks needed to navigate uncertainty and make 
confident, informed decisions in an increasingly volatile world.

South Africa’s Critical Year.  
Surviving Domestic and Global Headwinds 

Economist

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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What stood out to you most about this speaker’s message and delivery?

2. �Relevance & Fit:  
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What topic, format, or angle would you like to explore further with this speaker  
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4. �Other Notes:

DANIEL 
SILKENotes



81 | USBI - Future Unscripted

SONIA
GRIMM

CEO WuWei Inspiration - CEO Algaltek - President of the “Parle-moi” association - Creator of the 
“Renaître” & « ResSource » programmes/app-Author, show creator and awakener of untapped 
talent Professional PHD in creative arts and leadership.

Sonia is an accomplished Swiss artist who devotes her life to inspiring and guiding talented 
people to realise their true potential. Starting with her school of musical theatre, she has created 
an environment in which artistic fulfilment can flourish. As her dedication has extended to her 
association and outreach activities, Sonia has demonstrated an extraordinary ability to comfort 
souls with carefully chosen words.

Surviving violence, Sonia embodies strength and courage, using her fame and communication 
skills to offer a testimony that resilience and liberation from fears and limiting beliefs, true 
freedom, are attainable for all. Convinced that humanity’s future lies in heightened awareness, 
she has committed her life to this cause. Through conferences, shows, workshops, songs, books, 
and mobile applications, Sonia excels in various creative mediums to promote awareness, well-
being, intuition, and creativity for both adults and youth. She runs her own publishing, music and 
entertainment production company.

Simultaneously, as the CEO of a sustainable biotech company producing microalgae, Sonia 
concretely demonstrates her commitment to sustainability. Her dual life, blending artistry and 
entrepreneurship, reflects her dedication to uplifting others and actively contributing to the 
planet’s preservation.

This unique approach utilizes the transformative powers of creativity and spirituality to help 
individuals transcend their limitations and achieve excellence in both personal and professional 
realms.

Resilience | Transformation

SHOWCASE TOPIC:
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STEER\NG
YOUR BRAND

CENTRE
STAGE

TO

At TBWA, we’re about more than charting the 
course. If you need a one-stop partner that 
does brave things and delivers disruptive brand 
experiences from concept to completion and 

beyond, then we’re the crew for you!

As an award-winning, 
360-degree agency, we 
partner with brands end-
to-end, propelling them 
forward with purpose.

Choose TBWA as your 
preferred events partner.
Let us set the scene, cue the action 

and lead your brand into the spotlight.

tbwa.co.za
TBWA\Coastal

As an events partner, we create bold, immersive 
experiences that are imaginative, entertaining, 
meaningful and market-shaping. From vision 
to flawless execution, we integrate creative, 
strategy, project management, content creation, 
videography and more, seamlessly managing 
every detail all the way. Each experience 
is cohesively crafted as part of a larger brand 
narrative and never in isolation, ensuring impact 
that resonates long after the final moment.

115710_DMY USB Showcase Ad_A4_FA.indd   1115710_DMY USB Showcase Ad_A4_FA.indd   1 2026/01/14   08:262026/01/14   08:26
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videography and more, seamlessly managing 
every detail all the way. Each experience 
is cohesively crafted as part of a larger brand 
narrative and never in isolation, ensuring impact 
that resonates long after the final moment.

115710_DMY USB Showcase Ad_A4_FA.indd   1115710_DMY USB Showcase Ad_A4_FA.indd   1 2026/01/14   08:262026/01/14   08:26



85 | USBI - Future Unscripted

For more information:

info@uniquespeakerbureauint.com
www.uniquespeakerbureauint.com

AND USBI ARE NOW POSITIONED  
TO BRING GLOBAL TO YOUR OFFICE,  
AT THE TOUCH OF ONE BUTTON

WE ARE  
GLOBAL

Follow us on Linkedin
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