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Three Math Obstacles to Transfer Success

The gate. Math anxiety and math prerequisites act as a
gatekeeper for many students pursuing math-intensive
fields. 

The maze. The complexity, inconsistency, and opacity of
math requirements makes the transfer experience
difficult and inefficient. 

The pace. Course scheduling challenges can delay
progress and lengthen time to degree.



“ We know that just math as a subject is the biggest
barrier to transfer for our students. … Sometimes it’s
just the amount of it.”
                   – Community college professor

The gate.



The maze.

Math Courses Required for Transfer Eligibility by Major per ASSIST 
(highest calculus course plus other required math courses)



Two required courses meeting on the same
day and time.

 
Sequential pathways in which certain courses
are offered only once a year. 

Enrollment caps within lower-division major
courses, which leave students waiting to take
required courses.

The pace.





Innovation vs. standardization

Institutional autonomy vs. systemwide
consistency

Efficient completion vs. academic quality

Competing Priorities
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