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CCRC has been a leader in the field of 
community college research and 
reform for 30 years.

Our work provides a foundation for 
innovations in policy and practice that 
help give every community college 
student the best chance of success.



Dual enrollment has doubled 
in the past decade, up to 
2.8M in 2023-2024
Growth of Dual Enrollment, Fall Enrollments 1999-2023

CCRC analysis of IPEDS Data
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/high-school-dual-enrollment-grows.html 

1 in 5 community college 
students are in high school

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/high-school-dual-enrollment-grows.html


While 28% of 
2019 high school 
graduates took a 
dual enrollment 
course, only 8% 
took a DE math 
course.

https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/hstsreport/#closerlook_3_0_el

2019 NAEP High School Transcript 
Study (HSTS) Results



Only 4% of Black 
students and 6% 
of Hispanic 
students 
participated in DE 
math nationally.

https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/hstsreport/#closerlook_3_0_el

2019 NAEP High School Transcript 
Study (HSTS) Results



Programs of Privilege: 
Access to DE is uneven, gaps are widespread.

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/revamping-dual-enrollment-equitable-college-degree-paths.html



Strong research base 
showing that DE works 
as a lever for expanding 
college access & 
attainment

+ DE benefits 
Black, Latino, 

low-income and 
other priority 

groups

Reviews & Meta-Analyses



A causal study analyzing the impact of taking a dual 

enrollment algebra course among Florida high 

school students found:

1. While taking the course did not impact general 

college enrollment, it significantly increased 
the likelihood of a student choosing and 
persisting in a STEM major at college entry.

2. This boost in STEM enrollment was entirely 

driven by Black and Hispanic high school 
students, who were 20 percentage points 
more likely to enroll in STEM fields in their 

first year of college.

(Minaya, 2021)



A randomized controlled trial of dual-credit 
Advanced Algebra and Trigonometry course in 
Tennessee found:

1. The course altered students' course-taking 
trajectories, shifting them away from 
remedial math and toward more challenging 
math classes, such as AP math courses and 
precalculus.

2. Taking the dual-credit course tilted college 
choices away from two-year colleges and 
toward four-year universities, a shift that was 
clearest for middle-achieving students 

(Hemelt, Schwartz, & Dynarski, 2020)



A quasi-experimental study of dual-credit 

coursework among public high school students in 

Texas found:

1. Mathematics appears to be the most 
influential dual-credit subject in terms of 
promoting baccalaureate attainment, 

significantly outpacing the benefits of DE 

courses in subjects like English, social sciences, 

and science.

2. Completing a dual-credit math course was an 

especially strong predictor of long-term 

postsecondary success, increasing a student's 
odds of attaining a bachelor's degree within 
six years by between 60% and 90%.

(Giani, Alexander, & Reyes, 2014)



Implications & Further Considerations

● Access to DE

● Course Quality and Support

● Math Pathways Aligned with Career Pathways

● Intentional Advising 

● Teacher Credentialing

● Hidden Costs



CCRC’s DE 
Resources


