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Emergency accommodation offers hope

Ben Loughran

"THIS is what meaningful
collaboration looks like.

"When government, com-
munity housing, and the
family violence sector work
together in a meaningful
way, women, children and
young people have a strong-
er foundation for healing
and recovery.”

That's the message from
women's refuge Annie North
chief executive Michelle
Crawford at the official
opening of three new social
housing units in Bendigo on
Thursday, May 21.

For Bendigo women and
children caught between

the "impossible choices” of

domestic violence or home-
lessness, the Safe Places De-
velopment is there to help.

The properties are
three-bedroom homes and
will be fully furnished before
renters move in.

The project was a joint de-
velopment between Haven
Home Safe, women's refuge
organisation Annie North,
the Centre for Non-Violence
and the federal government,
which provided $2.5 million
to the project.

Centre for Non-Violence Head of Business Development and Advocacy Clare Shamler, Federal Member for Bendlgo Lisa
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"At Annie North we know
first hand that too many
women, children and young
people are still facing impos-
sible choices between vio-
lence, homelessness and in-
security,” Ms Crawford said.

"Projects like this show
what is possible when true
partnerships focus on an
investment in safety, dignity

and long-term recovery.”

Haven Home Sale, Annie
North and the Centre for
Non-Violence will work to-
gether to allocate the homes
and support residents,

Haven Home
executive Trudi Ray said the
homes would be fitted out to
help its new tenants.

Ms Ray said they were

Safe chiel

designed with "care and con-
sideration”.

"It is important to Haven
Home Safe that there are
affordable and accessible
housing options for women
and children escaping family
violence in reglonal cities
and towns,” she said.

"These  are  beautiful,
high-quality homes that have

been designed with care and
consideration for the needs
ol renters.

"Each home has 7-star
energy rating, solar collec-
tion, ralnwater tanks as well
as energy efficient heating,
cooling and hot water, mean-
ing that renters will have re-
duced household bills and
less financial stress.”

Ms Crawford said safe,
accessible housing was “the
foundation” women and
children fleeing family vio-
lence could start again from.

"For the women, chil-
dren and young people that
Annie North supports, the
development of these beau-
tiful properties means safety,
dignity and the opportunity
to move from crisis toward
stability and independence,”
she said.

Ms Crawford said the
collaboration between the
various  stakeholders al-

lowed this project to come

to fruition.

Federal Member for Ben-
digo Lisa Chesters said these
new homes would offer a
new beginning for those ai-
fected by family violence.

"I would like to congratu-
late these amazing local or-
ganisations for their commit-
ment and collaboration on
this vital project,” she said.

i Lifeline, 13 11 14; Centre
for Non-Violence (Monday-
Friday, business hours)
1800 884 292; Centre
Against Sexual Assault
Central Victoria, 5441 0430
Sam-bpm; Sexual Assault
Crisis Line, 1800 B0G6 292,



