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Private health records of half a million
Britons offered for sale on Chinese
website

ZINADEFEZ DRV TV

Confidential health records from UK
BioBank project exposed online

Exclusive: Guardian investigation finds data from flagship
medical research leaked dozens of times

Technology minister tells Commons ‘de-identified’
information from UK Biobank advertised for sale on Alibaba
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0 The UK Biobank, which stores genetic information from 500,000 volunteers. Photograph: Dave
Guttridge/UK Biobank/PA

© UK Biobank, which holds data from half a million people. Photograph: Dave Guttridge/UK
Biobank/PA Confidential health data has been exposed online on dozens of occasions, a

Guardian investigation can reveal, raising questions about the safeguardin;
The confidential health records of half a million British volunteers have been e 24 i &

offered for sale on Chinese website Alibaba, the UK government has
confirmed.

The “de-identified” data, belonging to participants in the UK Biobank
project, was found for sale on three separate listings last week. Ian Murray,

of patient records by one of the UK’s flagship medical research projects.

UK Biobank, which holds the medical records of 500,000 British volunteers,
is one of the world’s most comprehensive stores of health information and is
credited with dnvmg breakthroughs in cancer, dementm and dlabetes
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