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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
October 9, 2026
Biathlon Canada Welcomes New Members to Board of Directors, Elects Ken Davies as Chair 
Respected Olympian, Emma Lunder, takes on Athlete Director role
CANMORE, Alta.— Biathlon Canada strengthened its leadership and governance after electing a new Board of Directors that brings together decades of experience across high-performance sport, athlete leadership, governance, business, military sport and grassroots development, helping to position the organization for continued growth and success across the Canadian biathlon community.
Following the organization’s Annual General Meeting, Ken Davies was elected chair of Biathlon Canada’s Board of Directors, bringing more than four decades of experience in management consulting, financial management, information technology and organizational leadership to the role.
“Biathlon is enjoying great success around the world having achieved the number one winter sport ranking at the 2026 Olympics both in person attendance and TV audience. Biathlon Canada is excited to build off this international success within Canada,” said Davies. “With Sport Canada increasing financial support across many sports and this international surge in biathlon's popularity, it is an exciting and dynamic time for me to assume the role of chair of the Board of Biathlon Canada. We have an energetic, highly skilled and experienced Board that will work with our chief executive officer, Kerry Dankers, and her staff to move biathlon forward by increasing revenue, growing participation across the country and improving our National Biathlon team results.”
Davies will be joined on the Board by Emma Lunder (Athlete Director) who was acclaimed to the position, along with newly elected directors Charlotte McNaughton, Sophia Marnik and Jean-Guy Levesque. Doug Hannum was also re-elected to serve another two-year term.
Together, the Board brings experience spanning national and international sport, governance, finance, athlete development, event operations, communications, military sport, grassroots programming and community leadership, reflecting the depth and diversity of leadership within Canada’s sport community.
Emma Lunder continues to provide an important athlete voice at the Board table. A former Olympian and longstanding member of Canada’s national biathlon team, she was acclaimed as Athlete Director and will help ensure the perspectives and priorities of athletes remain central to the organization’s decision-making.
Charlotte McNaughton brings four decades of experience across the Canadian sport system, including grassroots and high-performance sport, communications, fund development, governance and the Olympic movement. She currently volunteers as communications & development director with Orienteering Canada. McNaughton previously served as vice-chair and a member of Nordiq Canada’s Board of Directors, and president of Orienteering Canada. A former member of the national orienteering team and Canadian Olympic Committee employee, McNaughton has also volunteered on Team Canada’s Mission staff at 10 Olympic Winter Games, most recently at Milano Cortina 2026.
Sophia Marnik brings extensive grassroots and sport experience to the Board from Canada’s north. A Yukon resident for 30 years, she has been involved in biathlon for more than half that time, progressing from parent volunteer to organizing the Yukon competition season and serving on the Biathlon Yukon Board of Directors. Most recently, Marnik served as competition lead for biathlon snowshoe and ski at the 2026 Arctic Winter Games in Whitehorse. Marnik has also worked with coaches on outreach programming designed to help grow biathlon among underrepresented communities across the North.
Jean-Guy Levesque brings more than four decades of biathlon, military sport and organizational leadership experience to the Board. Involved in biathlon since 1978, he has served as chief referee for the Canadian Armed Forces, an International Military Sports Council Ski Technical Committee member, an International Biathlon Union technical delegate and competition secretary for major events including the 2009 World Cup and 2010 Olympic Winter Games in Whistler, B.C. He has also held leadership roles with the Courcelette Biathlon Club and Quebec Biathlon Federation, and has been involved in the organization of Canadian Championships, World Cup and Canada Games events.
Doug Hannum begins his second term with the Board. Hannum has more than 30 years of experience in the Canadian sport system as an administrator, coach and volunteer. He currently serves as executive director of ONPARA (Ontario Wheelchair Sports), providing leadership for the provincial development of wheelchair basketball, wheelchair rugby and wheelchair tennis. His experience includes governance, strategic planning, athlete development, event delivery and partnership development across the sport sector.
“Strong governance is foundational to a strong national sport organization,” said Kerry Dankers, chief executive officer, Biathlon Canada. “This Board brings an exceptional depth of knowledge and a genuine understanding of the Canadian sport system and our biathlon community across the country. We are excited to work with Ken and the entire Board as we build on the strength of our sport and create opportunities for athletes and communities across the country.”
Biathlon Canada would like to thank outgoing members of the Board of Directors, particularly Mike Walker for his work as chair over the last four of his six years on the Board.  Gail Niinimaa and Ntala Quintilio both also exit the Board following four years contributions. Julia Ransom, who was Biathlon Canada’s first athlete director, also completes her work.
Biathlon Canada Board of Directors
· Ken Davies — Chair
· Emma Lunder — Athlete Director
· Charlotte McNaughton — Director
· Sophia Marnik — Director
· Jean-Guy Levesque — Director
· Doug Hannum — Director
· Katrina Galas – Director
· Roger Soane - Director
· Dylan Hughes - Director
· Roger Archambault - Director
· Assia Turenne - Director
· Elmar Heger - Director

Biathlon Canada is the national governing body for biathlon in Canada, responsible for supporting the growth and development of the sport at all levels. Biathlon Canada’s mission is to empower biathletes to thrive at every level. Trailblaze with us.
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