GUIDE TO CONSULTING WITH YOUR NEIGHBOURS

Have an idea about an event or project for your area? 
Great! You don’t need to know everyone in your estate, and you don’t need every single person to agree but it is important to let people know and give them a chance to share their thoughts. 
And remember, you’re not on your own. If you’d like a bit of help getting started, you can book a 15‑minute call with a Community Engagement Specialist for guidance and support by emailing members@cooperativehousing.ie 

Simple and Friendly Ways to Chat With Your Neighbours
Start with a Casual Conversation: 
Sometimes the easiest way to get feedback is just by chatting when you meet people out and about.
You might:
· Say hello and mention your idea
· Ask what they think or whether they have ideas of their own
· Keep it light, friendly, and relaxed
A little chat can go a long way.

Host a Small Meeting (In Person or Online): 
If you’d like to gather a few neighbours together, the Community Engagement Team can help you organise a short meeting no pressure and no big planning needed.
During the meeting, you can:
· Share your idea in a simple way
· Ask if people think it would be useful for the community
· See who might like to help
· Hear what others would like to see happen
It’s just an easy way to get everyone on the same page.


Share a Quick Survey or Message: 
If chatting in person isn’t ideal, you can still reach people easily:
· Send out a short survey asking for thoughts or suggestions
· Share your idea in your estate’s WhatsApp group (if you have one) and invite feedback
· Keep your message simple and positive
People appreciate the chance to comment in their own time.
Remember
Consulting with neighbours shouldn’t feel stressful, it’s simply about connecting, sharing, and listening. Every conversation helps your idea grow. Keep some notes along the way so you can use these when you are filling out the Community Fund application form.
