THE LASS OF AUGHRIM

Irish Folksong
For SSA Chorus and Piano

The Lass of Aughrim is an Irish folksong which has many variants in both melody and words.
Aughrim, in County Galway, was the site of a famous battle between William and James in 1691.

This folksong is probably best known to readers of James Joyce from the short story '"The Dead,"
where it figures crucially in the plot.

The folksong tells of a love betrayed. The lyrics record a confrontation between two speakers, a man
and a woman. He wants proof that she is the girl he used to know in Aughrim. She insists that she is
and, in the final stanza, reveals that she now has a child. She laments the lover's rejection of herself
and his child.

The choral arrangement should be sung simply in the style of a folk ballad, with great expression
and beauty of tone.

Pronunciation Note

The "au" in Aughrim is pronounced like "'awe'', the '"gh' with a light aspiration,
and the ''r'" is flipped. The accent is on the first syllable.
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For Paul McPhail and the Penn State Women's Chorale

The Lass of Aughrim

For SSA Chorus and Piano

Irish folksong arranged by Bruce Trinkley
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February 14, 1995 State College, Pennsylvania

EI espressivo
Q [ | \ A pp
G e i —— E
A\NVJ - [ ~—
a [ ~—
babe lies cold with - in my arms, But none will__ let me in. My
A espressivo PP
y =" < <
d \ ] I ] T [
] / a
\_/
babe lies cold in my arms, But  none let me in. My
A espressivo PP
y =" < <
[ (an Y [ [ I I
A\NV M \/ [ ,\ | \/ ,\
° be- o o o Fo o O s ° g___@ o
babe lies cold in my arms, But  none let me in. My
[25] espressivo
[a) \ p | A | #
A e ) — .
R . ¢ e $ : |
T o 4 ! | & i !
b g | il
] |
9y ; ——a
124 2] o o
e A allarg 0
2 \ ) ! —H e =
6 = T
babe lies cold with - in my arms, But none will__ let me in.
A A allarg ‘ ~
)V B [
(~> Y \ *f A) !‘ O
o L
babe lies cold with - in my arms, But none will let me in.
A N allarg. N
A =
[ (an Y4 I
S ) ) )
) ’- L ® 9o o d o 4 @ Al
babe lies cold with - in my arms, But none will let me in.
)
O
= - o
A . ‘ " f g f . allarg. §
(~"> ‘ ﬁ# 5 ‘ ¢
A\SY) ‘ —_ \ \ ) A
Y] ) —_ A
p—
LY} - ‘ B | ,J
. L] i LY P e
el O I I (Y] \ ¥ (Y]
/b ~ [#) I ] I
%4 ‘v } )
F o




