
Editor's Note

Beethoven wrote many occassional pieces for his friends and
acquaintances. These often took the form of canons, in a great diversity
of styles and voicings. This collection brings together in a performing
edition a variety of his canons.

Beethoven noted on the manuscrip t of. Freundschaft, WoO 164:
"Composed in the meadow near the Monument to Friendship of
Prince Lichtenstein on September 20,1,81,4."

Signor Abate, WoO 1,78, was probably written for the Abb6
Maximilian Stadler, a priest and composer who lived in Vienna 1796-
1803 and again from 1815. It is a polyglot canon for three voices, the
Italian text begging the abbot to come and give a blessing to the ailing,
and the German telling him to go to the devil if he does not come.

The metronome was invented around 1812 by Dietrich Nikolaus
Windler of Amsterdam. But it was patented and popularized by
]ohann Nepomuk Maelzel and today bears his name even though a
lawsuit of the time acknowledged Winkler as the inventor. Beethoven
is considered to be the first major composer to use the device, but his
metronomic markings are still a source of debate today since he often
changed his mind about tempos. And just as the metronome is not
Maelzel's, this canon is probably not Beethoven's. Recent research
attributes it to Anton Schindler, a Moravian musician who was
Beethoven's friend and early biographer.

Gliick zum.neuen lahr, WoO 176, is a free canon, using points of
imitation in the voices to create one of Beethoven's loveliest canons-
A fine addition to the meager New Year's musical repertory, it was
written in December 1819 for countess Anna Marie Erdody (1779-1ff7),
a friend and an admirer of the composer's.

Feel free to revoice, transpose, and repeat these canons rmfl
their delights have been fully explored. Above all sing them wi& fu
joy, wit and delight that the sometimes sombre master could €ni4r
upon occassion.
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A Crash of Canons
(for Three and Four Voices)

1. Freundschaft (Friendship)

(for Three Voices)

ist die Quel - le
is the sur - est

Ludwig van Beethoven (WoO 164)

wah - rer Gliick -

path to true

ist die
is the

wah - rer
path to

Gliick - se lig - keit,
true hap - pi - ness.

Gliick - se - lig-keit,
true hap - pi - ness.

Freund - schaft,
Friend - ship,

wah - rer Gliick -

path to true

le wah - rer
est path to

Freund
Friend

schaft
ship

ist die Quel - le
is the sur - est
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se - lig-keit,
hap - pi-ness.

wah - rer Gltick -

path to true

wah - rer Gliick -

path to true
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Friend - ship

Freund - schaft,
Friend - ship,

Freund - schaft ist- die
friend - ship is- the

Freund - schaft ist- die
friend - ship is- the

ist- die
is- the

Freund - schaft,
Friend - ship,

Freund - schaft
hiend - ship

Freund - schaft
Friend - ship

smf



se - lig-keit,
h"p - pi- ness.

se - lig-keit,
hap - pi- ness.

se - lig-keit,
hap - pi-ness.

Freund - schaft
Friend - ship

Freund - schaft
Friend - ship

schaft
ship

Freund - schaft
friend - ship

Freund - schaft
friend - ship

Freund
Friend

ist die
is the

le
est

le
est

le
est

wah - rer Gliick - se - lig - keit,
path to true hap - pi - ness.

wah - rer Gliick - se - lig - keit,
path to true hap - pi - ness.

wah - rer Gliick - se - lig - keit,
path to true hap - pi - ness.

ist- die
is- the

ist- die
is- the

i t hrt ilr"

ist- die
is- the

Freund - schaft,
Friend - ship,

Freund - schaft,
Friend - ship,

wah - rer Glirck -

path to true

wah - rer Gltrck -

path to true

wah - rer Glilck -

path to true

Freund
Friend

Freund - rchaft
friend - ship

Freund - schaft
ftiend - ship

le
est

le
est

le
est

Quel
sur

ist die
is the

se - lig-keit,
hap - pi- ness.

se - lig-keit,
hap - pi-ness,

se - lig- keit,
hap - pi-ness.
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Freund - rchaft,
Friend - shp,

Freund - schaft,
Friend - shp,

Freund - schaft,
Friend - ship.

Friend - ship.
Freund - schaft.

path to true
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2. Signor Abate
(for Three Voices)

Andante con moto J = 180

Si-gnor A - ba-te!

f*

5.

Ludwig van Beethoven (WoO 178)
Edited by Bruce Trinkley

Sie der Teu

Iegato

san - to- Pa - drel

mp (plainttuely)

Si - gnor

so-no am - ma

Teu - fel, rvenn Sie nicht kom- men, l-rol' Sie der

so - no, io

1 f hngrilY)

Hol'- Sie

2 legoto

to- Pa - dre!- vie

ntp (plainttuely)

ba - tel

Teu - fel, wenn Sie nicht kom-men

da

50 - no,

LG Co. 52986
5()-noam-ma

io so- no, io so- lto, 10 so-no am-ma-

io so - no,

ne-di - zi - o - ne, la be-ne-di-zi - o -

- nle

be - ne- di o - ne, la be-ne-di,-zi - o



trp @lainttuely)

Si - gnor

fbi

San - to- Pa - drel- vie

wenn Sie nicht

be - ne- di

Hol'- Sie

so - no,

ba - te! so - no,

wenn Sie nicht kom- men, hol' Sie der

fi,*

50- no am - ma

Sie der Teu

o - ne, la be-ne-di- zi - o

Teu - fel, wenn Sie nicht kom- men, hol' Sie der

der

o - ne, la be-ne-di-zi - o -

r I r r t^,*

so-noam-ma

San - to- Pa - dre!-
mP (plaintiuely)

Si - gnor

wenn Sie nicht kom- men. Hol' Sie der Teu

da - te-mi

vle da - te-mi

so - no,

be - ne-di Z1

to.

(^)

Hol'

A - ba-te!

t>
ne.



ta ta
ta ta

3. An Melzel (To MaeLzel)

(for Four Voices)

ta
ta

ta
ta

ta
ta

Anton Schindler (1795 -'1864)
Edited by Bruce Trinktey

le - ben Sle

we must be

"uf

ta
ta

wohl,
gone,

mP

lie - ber, lie - ber- Mdl - zel,
dear,- dear,- dea{-dear- Mael - zel,

Ban - ner der
Tick off the

mf

le - ben Sie

we must be

ta ta ta_
ta ta ta_

ta
ta

Ta ta ta ta ta ta
Ta ta ta ta ta ta

ta
ta

ta

ta

ta ta
ta ta

ta
ta

f

ta ta ta ta ta ta
ta ta ta ta ta ta

ta
ta

ta

ta

sehr
so

t€
ta

Ta

Ta

ta

ta
ta
ta

Ta

ta

Ta

Ta

ta- ta ta
ta ta ta

ta

ta

ta

ta

ta
ta

ta

ta
ta

ta

ta
ta

ta -ta
ta ta

ta-
ta

ta ta
ta ta

ta
ta

ta
ta

ta
ta

Ban
tick

ner der Zeit, Ta ta ta ta ta
off the time, Ta ta ta ta ta

rvohl.
long.

wohl,
gone,

ta ta ta ta
ta ta ta ta

M,P

--
t lie - ber,- lie - ber- Mal - zel,

Ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta- 1ie - beq- li;E v;il- zel,
Ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta- dear,- dear,- dear, dear- Mael-zel,
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dear, dear,- dear, dear- Maei - z_el,

) =72
f



ta ta
ta ta

gros - se! gros
Splen - did, splen

ser Me - tro - nom,
did Met - ro - nome,

Ta ta ta ta ta
Ta ta ta ta ta

Ta ta ta ta ta ta ta
Ta ta ta ta ta ta ta

ser Me - tro
did Met - ro

Ban - ner der
Tick off the

le - ben Sie

we must be

ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta,
ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta,

Ta ta ta ta ta ta ta
Ta ta ta ta ta ta ta

ta ta ta ta ta ta ta tat
ta ta ta ta ta ta ta tat

ta ta

ta ta

ta,
ta,

ta ta ta ta
ta ta ta ta

Ta ta ta ta ta
Ta ta ta ta ta

Ta ta
Ta ta

ta

ta

Ta ta ta

Ta ta ta
sehr wohl.
so long.

wohl,
gone,

mPt

Ban
tick

ner der Zeit,
off the time,

lie - ber,- Iie - ber-
dear,- dear,- dear, dear-

M?il - zel,

Mael - zel,

ta ta ta
ta ta ta

lie - ber, lie - ber-
dear,- dear,- dear, dear-

Miil - zel,
Mael- zel,

gros - set gros - ser Me - tro - nom,
Splen - did, splen- did Met- ro- nome,

:er Me - tro
did Met - ro

nom, Ta ta ta ta t
nome, Ta ta ta ta t

Ban
tick

ner der Zeit, ta ta ta ta t
off the time, ta ta ta ta t

ta ta ta,

ta ta ta,
ta
ta

ta ta,
ta ta,

ner der ZEl.t,
off ttrc time,

Ban-

sehr rohl.
so lons.

ta ta ta ta_
ta ta ta ta-
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Ta ta
Ta ta

ta ta ta ta ta ta
ta ta ta ta ta ta

ta ta ta ta ta
ta ta ta ta ta

ta ta
ta ta

gros - ser, gros - ser Ve - tro - nom,
Splen - did, splen - did !{et - ro - nome,

Ta ta
Ta ta

ta
ta

ta ta ta ta
ta ta ta ta

ta ta,

ta ta,
Ban - ner der
Tick off the

sehr
SO

1ie - ber,- Iie - ber
dear,- dear,- dear, dear-

wohl
long

f
Ta ta ta
Ta ta ta

ta
ta

ta ta
ta ta

ta
ta

ta
ta

ta ta ta
ta ta ta

ta ta ta ta ta ta
ta ta ta ta ta ta

Miil - zel,
Mael - zel,

Sros
splen

Zelt,
time,

ser Me - tro
did Met - ro

-nom, Ta ta
nome, Ta ta

Ta

Ta

ta
ta

ta ta,
ta ta,

Ban
tick

ner der Zeit,
off the time,

ta ta
ta ta

ta ta

ta ta

Zeit,
time,

wohl,
gone,

iie - ber, lie - ber-
dear,- dear,- dear, dear-

ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta,

ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta,

ner der Zeit, ta ta ta ta ta

off the time, ta ta ta ta ta

sehr
so

wohl

ta,
ta,

Ban - ner der
Tick off the

Ban
tick

nf

le - ben Sie

we must be

ta ta ta ta ta ta
ta ta ta ta ta ta

gros - se! gros - ser Me - trc - nom,
Splen - did, splen - did Met - ro - nome,
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Miil - zel,
Mael- zel,
(a

ser Me - tro - nom, ta ta ta ta ta,
did Met - ro - nome, ta ta ta ta ta,

ber,-

ta ta ta ta ta ta
ta ta ta ta ta ta

ta ta
ta ta

ta ta ta ta ta ta,

ta ta ta ta ta ta,

le - ben Sie

we must be

ta

rvohl,

8one,

Ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta
Ta ta ta ta ta ta ta ta



-1. Cli,ick zum neuen Jahr (Happv \ert' \ ear)

(for Four \bices)

W?ittsr for Countess Erdirdy (December 1g19) Ludwig van Beethoven (WoO 1:

Edited by Bruce Tiinkl

Gliick zum neu - en Jahr, zum neu-enJahr, zum neu Jahr, zu

Gltick zum neu Jahr,

Gliick zum neu- en Jahr, zum neu-enJahr, zum neu- en Jahr, zumneu_e

en/ zum neu-en Jahr, zum neu - en Jahr, Gli.ick, Gltick zum neu

zum neu-enJahr, zum neu - en Jahr, Gltic( Gltick zum neu

Lively and joyous ) =132

Gltick zum neu - en zum neu-enJahr, zu
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Gltick zum neu - en Jahr. zum neu-en Jahr, zum neu-en Jahr,

Jahr,

Jahr.

Gltick,

Gliick zum neu -

Gliick zum neu - en ]ahr.

Gltick zum neu - en Jahr

lGliick,

zum neu - en Jairl zum neu - en Jahr,

zum neu-en Jahr, zr,rm

neu - en Jahr, zum neu - en

Gliick zum lleu - en, rleu - en

en Jahr

zum

neu - en Jahr, Gltick, Ghick zum neu - en, neu - en

en Jahr, zum neu - en

Gliick!

zum neu - en Jahr, zum

Jahr, Gltck, Gliick zum neu - en Jahr, Gliick zum neu - en Jahr,

Jahr, Gliick, Gliick zum neu - en Jahr, Giiick zum neu - en Jahl Gliick!

Gltick zum neu - en Jahr, Gliick zum neu - en Jahr, Gli.ick!

Jahr, Gltick,
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Gliick zum neu - en Jahr, Gllick zum neu - en Jalrr, Gliick!

Jahr, Gltick,


