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SIDNEY LANIER SONGS

for Voice and Piano

1. The Ship of Earth 3

2. Thou and I 6

3. A Ballad of Trees and the Master 8

4. The Stirrup-Cup 11

5. A Song of the Future 14
COMPOSER’S NOTE

Sidney Lanier was born on February 3,1842, in Macon, Georgia. He died on September 2,
1881, in Polk County, North Carolina after a long battle with tuberculosis. He attended Oglethorpe
College and fought on the Confderate side in the Civil War, refusing promotion to remain in the
same unit with his younger brother.

Lanier had a great aptitude for and love of music, eventually becoming principal flautist in
the Peabody Orchestra in Baltimore. He spent time in the northeast trying to establish a career and
reputation as a writer, but also lived in San Antonio and Florida seeking relief from his tuberculosis.

SIDNEY LANIER SONGS was composed during a residency at The Hambidge Center for
the Creative Arts and Sciences in Rabun Gap, Georgia, in October 2007. The composer first
encountered the poetry of Sidney Lanier in junior high school, as many of us did. And coming
across a collection of his poetry in the Rabun County Library renewed an interest in this most famous
and gifted of southern poets.

THE SHIP OF EARTH

Thou Ship of Earth, with Death, and Birth, and Life, and Sex aboard,
And fires of Desires burning hotly in the hold,

I fear thee, O! I fear thee, for I hear the tongue and sword

At battle on the deck, and the wild mutineers are bold!

The dewdrop morn may fall from off the petal of the sky,
But all the deck is wet with blood and stains the crystal red.
A pilot, GOD, a pilot! For the helm is left awry,

And the best sailors in the ship lie there among the dead!

THOU AND I

So one in heart and thought, I trow,

That thou might’st press the strings and I might draw the bow
And both would meet in music sweet,

Thou and I, I trow.



THE STIRRUP-CUP

Death, thou’rt a cordial old and rare:
Look, how compounded, with what care!
Time got his wrinkles reaping thee
Sweet herbs from all antiquity.

David to thy distillage went,

Keats, and Gotama excellent,

Omar Khayyam, and Chaucer bright,
And Shakspere for a king-delight.

Then, Time, let not a drop be spilt:
Hand me the cup whene’er thou wilt:
‘Tis thy rich strirrup-cup to me;

I'll drink it down right smilingly.

A BALLAD OF TREES AND THE MASTER

Into the woods my Master went,

Clean forspent, forspent,

Into the woods my Master came,

Forspent with love and shame.

But the olives they were not blind to Him,
The little gray leaves were kind to Him:
The thorn-tree had a mind to Him

When into the woods He came.

Out of the woods my Master went,

And He was well content.

Out of the woods my Master came,

Content with death and shame.

When Death and Shame would woo Him last.
From under the trees they drew Him last:
‘Twas on a tree they slew Him - last

When out of the woods He came.

A SONG OF THE FUTURE

Sail fast, sail fast,
Ark of my hopes, Ark of my dreams;
Sweep lordly o’er the drowned Past,
Fly glittering through the sun’s strange beams;
Sail fast, sail fast.
Breaths of new buds from off some drying lea
With news about the Future scent the sea:
My brain is beating like the heart of Haste;
I’ll loose me a bird upon this Present waste;
Go, trembling song,
And stay not long; oh, stay not long:
Thou’rt only a gray and sober dove,
But thine eye is faith and thy wing is love.
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3. A Ballad of Trees and the Master

Sidney Lanier Bruce Trinkley
Larghetto J: 56
A e ——_ poco rit.
Y 1 I [ [ [
R | = .
SR 3 i o
P ° il
Piano mf dim \/
| | |
'S : Il | |
¢ s * o o -
T . # O
i E
i | | |
P [ P A‘ b [ ) ] 071
| @ } v o /)
In - to the woods my Mas - ter  went, Clean for-spent,  for spent,
) =
G Yy e y oy - R — b
\\a\l @ @ ; @ @ ;
— o - & — o —1 o the - & —
A A 1 D
mp —_—
) | |
b ad ad |2 b ad
; - 2 G i 7 ve E
con pedale @ < 177 e 177 @
mf
[} | |
\J [ [ [ \ ) é
- o o : 1 # —7 Ho |
[ /] 1
0y i u
In - to the woods my Mas - ter came, For - spent with love  and shame. But the
9]
) — \
y — — } D] ) — - # —
R A =i | e ARG i
o o " (4 (4 o
nf NN &
)= 7, 7, O
d
o JJ.O ] - ad [#) =)
§ g 7 P

© 2007 Bruce Trinkley



cresc. poco a poco

h — A, I —
J A [ P F XK
(o) . o o | | -
A\SYJ [ b [ [ [ ]
3] | — 4
ol-ives they were  not blind to Him, The lit-tle gray leaves were kind to Him: The
~~ ——
) . — Sy —
o o ‘ ’:& y S E—
@aﬂ, s e . ——, ‘ — %2
[ [
cresc. poco a poco J
- Y bl
&) / H
) O .4
i .l# o ) #
P 1 P \ !
o o g # | |
—_ f - dim. poco a poco mp
o) ) .
[ e e I ‘ =
o 1 J o 1 Y
D) R —
thorn-tree had a mind to Him When in - to the woods He came. When
, | —~ —
@) h d [ [ \‘
= --

dim. poco a poco

CRi
_—
f — —_—
| —
D] D] #
1 - S j = -
f Hf [Z H.O
A rit. a tempo
7 | Yy | e )
%‘J [ [ ——— o | o= o
. in - to the woods He came. Out of the woods my Mas - ter  went, And
21
— rit. a tempo
N\ s\\ o
/an P yar 2, f — f f
\\al} } @ @ |
- o — o — & — &
mp \_/ (4 7_/ i/ ;/
o: 3
d a a a a
O 2 ad a
© @ o ©
m
Q [ f} [ [ } A
& = e e . Ta
Py y 1 i !
. He was well  con tent. Out of the woods my Mas - ter came, Con-
25
0 — | \ \ \
6— i i P p vi o o i o o
— mf
L)
—Je 1 I a a
d 129 29 a
- g - 2 #0 IqO
bo Z b @



cresc. poco a poco

[a) = A
D o § = | e —
N ] T I 1 @
A\ Vi 7
Py r — -
tent with death and shame. When Death  and Shame would W00 Him last. From
0 l ‘ | = =
b, L e T ettt e e
NP2 N AT DA BN SEa Cig  Z e A
v cresc. poco a poco
ey
el L a O a
7
a o =y JJ.O ] o
(7 r A # 1 ©
— f - dim. poco a poco
o) - | B .-
e = | e
(@ 1 1 I 1 | )
¢ = 4
un-der the trees  they drew Him last:  ‘Twas on a tree they slew Him last ~ When
~ —_——
o) | ~N [ | 7} P |
\J [ K ’1 } ) h d #
to—* i |
f ) qre o
— o _— f dim. poco a poco
J N /=
) y *f |
o: . ie / g ———m
<~ g o P i — - —eo T —*
f \ ! ! \ ! \ fr lﬁf
o | mp allarg. ~
y b (Y]
NV AW ]
A\NV} ] o] @ O
a - B I
out of the woods He came. When out of the woods He came.
allarg.
YT L — pe HP\T‘:‘I ., S O
[ [ v bl Y LY
ﬂiﬁj o [P 2
N o1 o N ‘ |
o—# o \_/
N~ mp ~
T
o —
d 4 ad
[ o | I
b qO HO e [&]
<

October 30, 2007 Hambidge Center, Rabun Gap, Georgia



Sidney Lanier

4. The Stirrup-Cup

Brindisi J — 152

JS=.

11

Bruce Trinkley

[} ) o
. Y 1D - - \ \ )
Voice [P } } y—
\\SV;
o Death
Al | | poco marcato
Y 1D \ \ o ' 0 1
725 — ) o V.4 \
X s ¢ e*®® 6
Py ¢ [ — o g @
Piano J- - P cresc.
| — ﬁﬁ .3 ot
e YNNI # 1 o
TP 2 '/—\% sz, \
Vv % %- i 1
A | > |
S — 7 y 2 !
[ (an Y4 H | PN PN @
A\SV i \ < <€
Q [
thou art a cor - dial old and rare: Look, how com -
: < 4&&’ 2,
0 0 /u 0
ke
| L
mf sub.p  cresc J mf
| i o \ \e
TN 7 —— Fe
— . bo- : -
—. F r f Hf
f con pedale
A Mmp cresc. poco a poco
Y 1D N }
y - [7) —r— y 2 |
[ (an Y4 | PN a @
A\SY \ €
Q [ [
pound - ed, with what  care! Time got his wrin - Kkles reap - ing thee
11
i<a —_ .
b P e e e e 2
Y TD P D D
g b f— — Y] 0~ 7K
(rnN" \ \ T \ 1 ﬁiﬂ D 70
S, | | —
) ! ||
sub. P mp  cresc. poco|a poco
e YHEN| \\i‘ N | \\ £ o ]
7 LI)D *f o o 1® o |
g ; - ~ -
f poco marcato
A | fH' - poco rit. a tempo ‘
Y 1D # — = \ N
> . . . 3 ¢
A\NVJ [ | [ —C <
Q [ [ [
Sweet herbs from all an - tig - ui -ty
i # g poco rit.
17 — 4 —_— ’\
1 — a tempo
S N i % g : P
Y 1D o ~—
7 b L ~—
[ fan Y4 | | | [ [
\\au ! ! 1 1 \ ! \ \
— | r 3 32 2 s
) — |
& [ ] \ \ \
Popog 2 e . o
P " [ D o o
; ' E I A < *
ﬁ ﬁ N~————

© 2007 Bruce Trinkley



12

A E
(N NN
i m THees T
WI
TTem™ (e ™
v Eiuy
g o0 lwle
N
&
_ N NEL
Q = e e TTe®
R vi gy = = =
4
..m
NS N
£
N TeT® S T[e®
TTee - TT®®
TR e
ov -~
I 3 T -" T
8
N N 1!
N N
NG NG

' Q
g .. g
S Q
s < S
S NN
8 =
) . S
s S [TTee § (a8
NEN 5
Q
o [TTei® Tee
| NEE NEEN
U:I
p
N N
TN E [Tee \\%\v
ERREEL L 1#].
5
Q NI
===
4XX
<
g
. ® NERY
g TTTe1e TTe e
TITe/e®  TTee®
N 3
) 7 [N NN
N N 1™
N LN N
NG Blaxge @\
/I\-/\/!\

N N
S o |l E
S S TR TN
N 4 NN N
<
( & R NEEN
o
Ol g Teee TeTe
Q N
4
2 EpmJ TIee
SN n
=
- 2
~t Q0 Q
£ _
b BBL} B BL)
5 .S
8
LN °
\ [\ Q
g
QL g TTTe® Tee
NN Q
QL E [ TeTN
)
o o il
HEN LN
u - ole
NOe 4 \
— N

Wlf<ff

mp

Q
el
e
s s vel
el
L ,W (WAN IR
5+
N
g ISR
B -
5%
E T |
= 1x |
XX
. N ]
[=1 | |
L g ] ]
T
NOe
=
i S
S0 .
<
= w | )
S TTY
Q ] Y D
N NEEN
S L) TN
] TTHes
Ce NG
(\/\/\



13

A~
| <
= < 1k
T 3 R
= _ |
£«
“. vw '! 1
“/
N
S Tl
( A \ 1
Ul 2Ll
S el
=
N
Pl
NHEERE N
[}
<
e
Pa
U el N |
& N m E =3
pas
o .
w ~RQ
jas) e

& — _
-
By NIEEEEE NN I QD QY
e ve
NS NN o | R . el We |
5= SHES === [ : \ / \
(i \{]] . | .
= ﬁ T el el (-5 o ClTrrerm™
.
- v ||
0 .m .0. . f U./ 7.8 7 mb 7 e,
S ANk § Ji |
Y |
= e
S - v )
N 2 = o
e S NI N < L
1. s o . S S ] d
] A | o g
2 SR N hww A Ag]f*v g 2 LINR 0 R
i = Fv% —e ol
e TTee
L 1N e
k S Q]
HEN o ) | | | m % f TR
N B NI L = s 'y
! Q f q
5 TrTee iy =\ -] I
o L L JHE NARIOIEE .
_ , ™
5 S ) . L BN
m -+ g NN gt > o Q.
S ’ iy p= o
<, S | o
S ) | | =
Q|
S S Tree & ﬁ ls T8 2 Tiwie . -
S = . 3 i = Jox
= b S L1
S 2 Hew & § _ |
> = X & .
S Q, S = , - . .
3 c T[S e R 2 o 0 SR VRN SN
- N 1™ - o 1 ! o i
LN N N N N N N
N [7] =X N DO ENGe N DNCOe [gge
—N S — —m S — — N

October 27, 2007 Hambidge Center, Rabun Gap, Georgia



[ £anY

—

Bruce Trinkley

mp

56

5. A Song of the Future

Larghetto J

b
#

Sidney Lanier
Piano

14

2,
2,

glit - ter - ing

y Y
g

E[O:

fast.

my dreams;

of

Fly
sail

mfl

Ark

fast,

a tempo
a tempo

Sail

my hopes,

Past,

of

ed

Ark

poco rit.
poco rit.

‘>mp

the drown

UO:
Ho-

fast,

beams;

o'er

sail
ly
strange

lord

o

the sun's

fast,

fcon pedale F

ol

Sail
Sweep
through

n 4P
Y

A\SV;
) #
S O
A\SV

) #
S O
\\SV;

© 2007 Bruce Trinkley




15

cresc.

ing

I

trem

some dry

Go,

off
cresc.

sea:
O -

from

the

PO -

Haste;

Do

Ih

b

| D }

Y
V
N D
A\SV

ture scent

of

4 ‘

sonore

waste;

Fu
cresc.

cresc.

Breaths of new buds

the
s o)
heart
ent

ha
H'
the

T O

h g

-

a - bout
like

0.

4
this Pres

v
kg

news
o \
AY

on

ing

™
™

o 1l
ol
o 1l

up

With
g

AN
beat

Do

is
bird

pa-

a

.

me

lea

(7K

My brain

mp cresc.

Mp cresc. poco a poco

Vv
4
12
Y 2

Mp cresc. poco a poco

loose

|
i
i

&)
“Je 1
[a)
ray
P 1,
L H
v

rN 7 D
ANV}
(N7 D
ANV
N7 D
AV

ANV

—Jeo #




0

mp

LN LN
AT L] L
KN KN —
ole .‘ ‘
| .~ diL Clonl Gl R
— | .‘
L
G oo | . o, ° 440 4|0 Il _ -5
g /o Y| 18— ° = Gle] = ook A0 . i L
_ . s ; v]e Sl¢
2 Y 2 e S —Te
. mz. M [ — ~
i ~ L
S\ . —v|
T S S .~ — —| R
-~ .. . [' . ‘1"
. [} . . .o . . . . oo .
TR z o) A~ G 2
HES N @0 18 L [0 i oLl
c s ) 8 ) z ™
RN AR nill
-~ & Il -m [.
- 0 s . . ol |
g N o A~ ) ¢ |0 * NN
XX
< \ .|k S - L) T
=] s A o cee o . . = o« o e s \ .
< > k=1
500 ||| ~v e 2 8RB Avel |y
SN0 ]
< e | o e e ofe| o
B b ki o 000
NNRE NVERE N > o — Ol %
v v : .
i T ‘ ©

L Y NEN]

e oo

LS
JO -
is
O
©O
o
?
PN
AN
O

~

16

I
bling song,
|
ﬂ
; 'qd [
| p sempre non cresc.
art
]
4
o
g
0-
love

=
rERERs

|
] \
#
g g 6,
_‘ -
e # |
L ]
B o
- e
N |
Y TD 5
y N
[ fam WA )
o
Thou
8
N | | o
Y T 5 ©
y A
[ fam W)
D}
s 1 J
0 9 O
7 1P
ZA)
A |
Y TD 5
y N
[ fam WA )
g
N | |
Y 1D 5
y A
[ fam W)
D]
e Y |
*)eTD L
7 P
2]
N | |
Y 1D 5
y N
[ fan WA Y)
D]
A |
Y TD 5
y N
[ fam W)
\\a\}
e Y |
*)e T L
7 P
2]

October 30, 2007 Hambidge Center, Rabun Gap, Georgia



